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REPORT. 


For  the  sixteenth  time  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Anti- Slavery  Society,  as  the  servants  of  the  Aboh- 
tionists  and  of  the  ^Slaves,  present  themselves  before  their 
constituents  to  give  an  account  of  the  general  aspects  of  the 
Cause,  as  well  as  of  their  own  labors  in  its  behalf,  during  the 
year  which  is  just  elapsed.  While  we  justly  vegard  the  office 
with  which  you  have  invested  us,  as  the  depositaries  of  your 
Anti- Slavery  confidence,  of  which  this  is  a  portion  of  the  duties, 
the  most  highly  honorable  and  the  most  truly  responsible  that 
we  could  hold  in  this  country,  we  are  deeply  aware  of  the 
disproportion  of  the  means  placed  in  our  hands  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  results  at  which  we  aim ;  and  we  are,  yearly, 
more  and  more  oppressed  with  the  sense  of  the  difficulty  of  com- 
pressing within  the  moderate  limits  at  our  command  the  multitu- 
dinous topics  which  throng  upon  our  memories,  when  we  cast  a 
glance  at  the  procession  of  events  which  make  up  the  last  year's 
history.  Every  year  does  the  task  which  you  have  imposed 
upon  us,  of  pursuing  the  tracks  of  Slavery  in  the  Church  and 
in  the  State,  and  of  pointing  out  the  effects  of  its  open  crimes 
and  of  its  hidden  iniquities,  become  more  and  more  difficult. 
And  this,  not  from  the  poverty,  but  from  the  abundance,  of  our 
materials.  Slavery,  which  from  the  beginning  of  our  national 
history,  has  been  the  controlling  and  governing  principle  of  our 
political  and  ecclesiastical  affairs,  in  proportion  as  its  disguises 
have  been  stripped  from  it,  has  become  only  the  more  desperate  in 
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its  audacity,  the  more  ravenous  in  its  greed,  the  more  insolent 
in  its  despotism.  It  has  been  ever  Omnipotent  and  Omnipres- 
ent ;  but  every  succeeding  year  multiplies  the  manifestations  of 
its  presence  and  its  power.  It  is  with  but  a  small  portion  of 
this  vast  subject  that  we  can  pretend  to  grapple  on  this  occasion. 

THE    CONQUEST    OF    MEXICO. 

The  last  year  has  been  full  of  events.  The  prophecies  of  the 
Abolitionists,  derided,  as  they  have  always  been  when  uttered, 
as  fantastic  and  visionary,  are  in  a  course  of  rapid  fulfilment. 
It  is  but  three  or  four  years  ago  that  our  assertions  as  to  the 
designs  of  the  South  upon  Texas,  and  our  predictions  of  her 
certain  success,  were  treated  as  the  fanatic  dreams  of  hot- 
headed enthusiasts.  But  Texas  has  been  for  more  than  two 
years  a  recognized  member  of  our  sisterhood  of  States.  We, 
then,  announced  the  purpose  of  our  Slaveholding  Administra- 
tion to  create  a  war  with  Mexico.  The  annunciation  was 
scouted  as  absurd  and  impossible.  But  it  is  nearly  two  years 
since  its  accomplishment  began.  And  when  we  furtlier  indi- 
cated, that  not  merely  the  partition,  but  the  acquisition,  of 
Mexico  herself  was  the  ultimate  purpose  of  the  Dominant 
Power,  it  was  received  as  an  extravagant  ebullition  of  disap- 
pointment and  passion.  And  yet  this  proposition  is  gravely 
maintained  by  presses  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  among 
others  by  the  National  Era,  the  metropolitan  organ  of  the  late 
Third  Political  Party,  and  has  been  embodied  in  the  form  of 
Resolutions  offered  for  the  action  of  Congress.  So  rapid, 
indeed,  is  the  progress  of  events  under  the  control  of  the  Slave 
Power,  since  it  has  been  relieved  of  all  apprehensions  of  effec- 
tual Northern  resistance  to  its  designs,  that  Prophecy  can 
scarcely  keep  its  precedence  of  History,  but  events  sweep  past 
almost  before  their  advent  can  be  discerned. 

Since  we  last  appeared  before  you  the  bloody  battle  of 
Buena  Vista  has  been  fought ;  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  has  been 
besieged  and  taken ;  General  Scott  has  fought  his  way  to  the 
Capital  of  Mexico  and  is  now  in  undisputed  possession  of  it. 
The  Mexican  armies  are,  to  all  appearance,  dispersed.  The 
Mexican  Republic,  if  not  conquered,  seems  at  least  to  have 
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-exhaustccl  her  meuns  of  defence.  We  have  gained  by  these  tri- 
ximjjhs  an  enormous  public  debt,  a  great  loss  of  life,  an  immense 
increase  of  Executive  patronage,  and  the  prospect  of  a  vast 
acquisition  of  territory  suitable  for  the  extension  of  Slavery. 
The  purposes  of  the  AVar  were  sufhcienlly  indicated  by  the 
instructions  given  to  Mr.  Trist,  the  itinerant  Commissioner,  who 
accompanied  General  Scott,  which  forbade  him  from  making 
any  treaty  which  did  not  concede  the  province  of  New  Mexico 
to  the  United  States.  It  was  upon  the  refusal  of  tlic  Mexican 
Government  to  assent  to  this  extortionate  demand  that  broke  off 
the  negotiations,  and  was  followed  by  the  hostilities  which 
terminated  in  the  capture  of  the  City.  What  terms  will  be 
finally  extorted  from  the  Mexican  Government,  when  one  can 
be  found,  in  the  present  distracted  state  of  that  nation,  to  treat 
with,  remains  to  be  seen.  But  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
they  will  be  more  favorable  to  the  defeated  party  than  those 
demanded  before  the  victory  was  certain. 

The  armed  occupation  of  Santa  Fe  and  the  Californias  his 
been  maintained,  without  serious  resistance,  during  all  this 
time ;  so  that  the  United  States  are  virtually  in  possession  of 
the  whole  Mexican  territory,  out  of  which  we  are  to  choose  the 
portions  which  will  best  make  us  amends  for  the  trouble  we 
have  been  at  in  helping  ourselves  to  them.  Mr.  Trist,  indeed, 
was  willing  to  lend  a  favorable  ear  to  the  demands  of  the 
Mexican  Commissioners  so  far  as  not  to  insist  upon  the  cession 
of  the  Californias,  they  being  unsuitable  to  the  object  for  which 
the  war  was  waged ;  and  had  the  Mexicans  been  willing  to 
yield  the  territory  which  Slavery  coveted,  peace  might  have 
been  made  on  the  easy  terms  of  sacrificing  the  possible  interests 
of  the  Free  States  in  the  fruits  of  the  Conquest.  But  the 
negotiations  being  broken  off  upon  this  issue,  the  whole  of 
Mexico,  from  sea  to  sea,  lies  at  the  mercy  of  our  warriors  and 
diplomatists.  The  game  is  a  sufficiently  obvious  one.  The 
North  is  to  be  quieted  with  the  sop  of  the  Californias,  or  as 
much  of  them  as  can  be  obtained  without  endangering  the 
more  important  objects  of  the  treaty,  while  the  South  seizes 
upon  New  Mexico  to  gorge  the  insatiate  maw  of  Slavery.  As 
the  half  of  barren  Oregon  was  granted  to  still  the  clamors  of 
the  Free  States  when  the  Slave  States  demanded  all  fertile 
1* 
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Texas  in  which  to  expand  themselves,  so  the  half  or  the  whole 
of  sterile  California  may  be  granted  to  the  vassals  as  the  price 
of  silence  and  consent  to  the  wealthier  rapine  of  their  lords. 

In  ilie  meantime,  this  marauding  incursion  into  the  domains 
of  our  neighbor,  whose  only  sin  against  us  was  that  the  "daily 
beauty  of  her  life,"  as  far  as  the  treatment  of  her  colored  popu- 
lation is  concerned,  did  "  make  us  ugly,"  and  that  she  had  broad 
lands  that  we  coveted  for  abominable  uses,  has  excited  no  wide- 
spread and  deep-felt  abhorrence  in  the  mind  of  this  religious 
nation.  Here  and  there  a  press,  and  now  and  then  a  pulpit, 
has  spoken  in  fit  terms  of  denunciation  and  indignant  rebuke  of 
this  public  wickedness.  Demonstrations  on  the  part  of  portions 
of  the  pohtical  parties  have  been  made  upon  this  point,  which 
shall  be  noticed  in  another  place.  But  few  and  faint  have  been 
the  words  of  earnest  remonstrance  when  compared  with  the 
shouts  of  triumph  with  which  our  infamous  successes  have 
been  hailed  by  the  one  party,  and  the  expressive  silence  in 
which  the  other  has  mused  their  praise.  The  guilty  submis- 
sion of  the  North  to  the  Annexation  of  Texas  is  already  pro- 
ducing the  first  fruits  of  the  harvest  of  that  craven  sowing. 
The  desperate  South  set  its  fate  upon  the  hazard  of  that  die. 
The  North  vapored  and  blustered  and  talked  great  swelling 
words  of  its  resistance,  even  unto  Disunion,  to  that  political 
Revolution.  The  South  saw  that  the  permanence,  indeed  the 
existence,  of  the  element  by  which  it  governed  its  white  as  well 
its  black  slaves,  depended  on  the  acconi[)lishment  of  that  Rev- 
olution, and  it  took  the  risk.  It  triumphed  and  set  its  heel 
more  lirmly  than  ever  upon  the  neck  of  the  servile  and  crouch- 
ing North.  Even  the  faint  show  of  opposition  which  was  made 
to  that  crime,  was  manliness  and  resokition  itself  compared 
with  the  feebleness  of  the  resistance  that  is  opposed  to  these 
instant  and  impending  enormities.  None  of  sufficient  moment 
to  avert,  or  to  delay,  the  indefinite  extension  of  Slave  territory, 
is  to  be  hoped  for.  The  rallymg  moment  was  lost,  the  hosts  of 
Slavery  swept  over  us,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  any- 
thing but  the  doom  of  ilie  conquered.  Our  only  hope  lies  in 
the  very  extravagances  of  the  tyrant.  There  is  a  possibility, 
though  a  remote  one,  that  the  North  may  yet  be  spurned  and 
scourged  into  a  vindication  of  its  rights.     That   Siaveholding 
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insolence  may  yet  create  a  soul  under  the  ribs  of  its  moral 
death,  and  recall  the  spirit  which  has  been  fled  almost  since 
the  Revolution.  The  excesses  of  the  Slave  Power,  therefore, 
cannot  be  excessive  ;  for  they  exist  only  by  our  crime,  and 
continue  but  by  our  cowardice.  If  they  do  not  point  out  to  us 
our  Remedy,  they  are  at  least  our  fitting  Punishment. 

WILMOT    PROVISO. 

In  our  last  Report  we  gave  an  account  of  the  Proviso  to  the 
Resolution  appropriating  two  niilhons  of  dollars  to  be  employed 
by  the  President  in  purchasing  a  peace  with  Mexico,  moved  by 
Mr.  Wihnot  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  close  of  the  first  session  of 
the  last  Congress,  to  the  effect  that  "  neither  slavery  nor  invol- 
untary servitude,  shall  ever  exist  in  any  part  of  any  territory  to 
be  acquired  from  Mexico,  except  for  crime;"  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  action  of  the  Senate  was  prevented,  after  it  had 
passed  the  House,  by  INIr.  Senator  Davis,  of  Massachusetts, 
speaking  against  time,  until  the  hour  fixed  for  adjournment 
arrived.  A  proviso  to  the  same  efTect  was  appended  to  a  bill 
authorizing  the  President  to  use  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
same  purpose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston  King,  of  New  York, 
and  passed  the  House  by  a  vote  of  115  to  105.  In  the  Senate, 
however,  the  proviso  was  struck  out  by  a  majority  of  ten,  and, 
upon  the  resolution  being  returned  to  the  House,  the  proviso 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  97  to  102,  and  it  was  then  passed  without 
the  amendment  by  a  vote  of  115  to  82  I  So  supple  and  sub- 
servient are  the  faithful  Commons  of  this  Republic  to  the 
authentic  will  of  the  House  of  Slaveholders  I  Since  that  time, 
this  proviso  has  furnished  the  chief  nucleus  for  the  opposition 
to  the  war  and  its  objects,  to  the  more  independent  spirits  of 
botli  parlies.  Tiie  outrage  u[)on  ihe  Constitution  committed  in 
the  Annexation  of  Texas,  following  at  its  due  interval  upon  those 
of  the  Annexation  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  having  been  sub- 
mitted to,  the  point  seems  to  be  granted,  on  ail  hands,  that  any 
quantity  of  territory  may  be  united  to  these  States,  and  all  that 
is  left  to  the  Free  Slates  is  to  make  a  stand,  of  necessity  an 
unavaihng  one,  against  the  permission  of  Slavery  in  such  new 
acquisitions. 
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This  very  shape  which  the  pohtical  hosliUty  to  Slavery  has 
fouiul  itself  compelled  to  take,  is  one  of  the  strongest  testi- 
monies to  the  supremacy  of  that  Power  over  us.  It  has  tram- 
pled under  foot  all  Constitutional  guarantees  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  its  designs,  while  it  enforces  them  upon  us,  in  their 
straitcst  interpretation,  to  prevent  our"  interference  with  those 
purposes.  And  having  conceded  the  thing  demanded,  our  Anti- 
Slavery  Politicians  would  make  amends  for  their  folly  by  seeking 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  tlie  victor  that  it  shall  not  be  used  for 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  songht  and  won.  A  pregnant 
proof  that  there  can  be  no  elFective  resistance  made  to  the 
encroachments  of  the  Slave-power  except  by  men  who  regard 
the  Union  as  the  great  political  bulwark  of  Slavery,  and  who 
are  ready  to  level  it  with  the  dnst  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
the  destruction  of  that  enemy  of  mankind,  and  to  the  vindication 
of  their  own  rights.  We  can  but  hope  that  the  daily  develop- 
ments of  our  history  may  at  last  make  the  Anti-Slavery  jtortions 
of  all  parties  discern  that  there  is  no  Exodus  for  them  out  of 
the  slavish  bondage  in  which  they  live  as  their  brother's 
keepers,  excepting  over  the  ruins  of  the  existing  Union  and 
Constitution. 

The  whole  history  of  the  United  States,  since  it  was  gathered 
into  a  nation,  has  been  a  continual  witness  to  the  truth  that 
there  can  be  no  genuine  Union  between  Good  and  Evil,  be- 
tween Liberty  and  Slavery.  There  never  has  been  a  Union  of 
these  States.  A  Coalition  there  has  been;  and  its  fate  has 
been  that  of  every  coalition  which  has  been  attempted  to  be 
made,  between  a  good  principle  and  a  bad  one,  since  the  world 
began.  The  Bad  has  predominated  over  the  Good.  The 
victory  has  been,  as  it  should  have  been,  to  the  Evil  Element 
of  the  attempted  Compromise. 

The  only  history,  worthy  the  name,  that  we  have  in  this 
country,  is  the  narrative  of  the  various  devices  of  the  North  to 
escape  the  jaws  of  Slavery,  without  taking  her  head  out  of  its 
mouth.  Attempts,  more  or  less  vigorous,  have  been  made,  at 
various  periods,  to  put  the  monster  on  sViort  allowance,  but  they 
have  always  failed.  And  they  nuist  always  fail  as  long  a-  they 
are  made  in  subordination  to  the  agreement  which  gives  Slavery 
the  power  to  help  itself.     The  resistance  which  was  made  to 
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the  Purchase,  and  afterwards  to  the  Admission,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Missouri  contest,  and  the  Texas  stnigole,  were  conspicuous 
attempts  of  this  nature.  And  splendid  faihn-es  they  were,  all 
of  them.  The  present  phase  of  this  spirit  of  resistance  to  the 
aggressions  of  Slavery  is  seen  in  what  is  called  the  Wilmot 
Proviso,  which  embodies  the  principle,  that  whatever  Territory 
is  acquired  by  the  present  v/ar  shall  be  Free  Territory.  A  large 
part  of  the  Wliig,  and  a  proportion  of  the  Democratic,  presses 
make  a  stand  upon  this  ground.  Pvesohitions  to  this  ellect  pass- 
ed the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  unanimously,  and  have 
also  passed  the  Legislatures  of  various  other  Northern  States, 
Democratic  as  well  as  Whig.  But  this  effort  will  be  as  futile 
as  any  of  its  predecessors.  After  the  vaporing  about  the  An- 
nexation of  Texas,  and  the  smoke  in  which  it  ended,  Slavery 
will  be  indeed  a  fool  (and  that  it  has  never  been  in  its  genera- 
tion) if  it  be  deterred  by  these  demonstrations  from  doing 
what  it  likes. 

Hopes  have  been  entertained  that  the  Democratic  Party  at 
the  North,  would  rally  round  this  principle  at  the  nexl  Election 
for  President,  and  put  Silas  Wright,  as  its  incarnation,  in  the 
Chair  -of  State.  But  this  hope,  foint  as  it  should  have  been, 
has  been  dispelled  by  the  sudden  death  of  that  Statesman ;  and 
all  the  other  promii'ient  Nortiiern  aspirants  for  the  place,  will  be 
ready  enough  to  reimdiate  it,  for  the  sake  of  the  only  support 
which  can  give  them  a  chance  of  a  nomination,  much  more  of 
an  election.  The  South  has  taken  its  ground  firmly  and  de- 
cidedly, and  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  maintaining  it  successfully. 
Its  vantage  is  too  great  for  defeat.  If  it  want  the  whole  conti- 
nent to  Cape  Horn,  it  can  have  it  for  all  the  resistance  the 
North  will  make.  The  heart  of  the  North  must  be  renewed 
before  it  will  be  ready  to  make  any  eflcctual  head  against  the 
irruptions  of  the  Slave  Power.  And  that  will  not  be  before  the 
next  Election.  Of  which  circumstance  the  Democrats,  at  least, 
are  well  aware. 

And  how  stands  it  with  the  Whigs?  The  undivided  front 
which  they  seemed  at  one  time  to  present,  under  this  standard, 
is  already  broken.  Southern  Machiavelism  has  already  made 
a  crack,  which,  by  due  pains,  may  be  widened  into  a  sjjlit. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Berrien  of  Geoigia,  a  pious  Slaveholder,  and  one 
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of  the  officers  of  the  Pible  Society  and  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M., 
if  we  are  not  much  mistaken,  has  suggested  the  change  of  the 
issue  from  "  No  more  Slave  Territory,"  to  "  No  more  Territory." 

Mr.  Schouler,  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Atlas,  who,  before  he 
was  translated  to  a  metro[)olitan  See,  gave  some  signs  of  Anti- 
Slavery  vitality  and  sagacity,  falls  in  Avith  this  suggestion,  and 
is  followed  by  a  portion,  not  large  as  yet,  of  the  Northern  Whig 
Press.  Mr.  Berrien  is,  plainly,  a  knowing  man.  He  is  no 
unworthy  pupil  of  the  great  Compromiser,  Clay,  to  whom  that 
same  Atlas  judged  Boston  would  give  as  warm  a  welcome  as 
she  did  to  Lafayette  I  He  takes  a  proposition  that  has  a  vital 
principle  in  it,  and  after  squeezing  its  life  out,  ofiers  its  breath- 
less corj)se  to  his  Whig  brethren  as  a  much  more  efficient  leader 
than  when  it  was  alive  I  And  he  is  taken  at  his  word  by  a 
portion,  which  we  prophesy  will  be  an  increasing  portion,  of  the 
Whig  Party.  No  more  Territory  I  No  more  than  what?  Than 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  or  the  Nueces,  or  the  City  of  Mexico?  A 
Dissolving  Frontier  like  ours  knows  no  such  thing  as  New 
Territory.  All  that  we  want  was  ours  from  the  Creation  of  the 
World. 

A  little  later  Mr.  Buchanan  takes  the  Democrats  in  hand,  and 
kindly  helps  them  out  of  their  quandary.  "  Noitliern  Democrats 
are  not  to  be  expected  to  approve  of  Slavery  in  the  abstract," 
it  seems!  This  is  a  great,  and  rather  a  startling  concession. 
But  then,  the  Constitution,  Compromises,  Compacts,  and  all  the 
rest  of  it,  make  it  plain  that  they  are  ex})ectcd  to  approve  of  all 
Slavery  does  in  the  concrete.  Mv.  Buchanan,  of  course,  cannot 
be  opposed  to  the  acquisition  of  Territory,  nor  even  of  Slave 
Territory.  But  he  is  not  in  favor  of  nothing  but  Slave  Terri- 
tory. G,  no  I  He  is  for  applying  the  Missouri  Compromise  to 
whatever  we  help  ourselves  to,  and  excluding  Slavery  from  all 
north  of  36  degrees  and  oO  minutes  I  Or  in  plain  terms,  he 
would  prohibit  Slavery  wherever  it  is  physically  impossible  that 
it  should  exist!  And  the  Northern  Democrats  jump  joyfully  to 
the  same  conclusion,  and  all  their  perplexities  are  at  an  end ! 

But  it  is  all  mere  beating  the  air,  even  if  the  Whigs,  or 
Democrats,  or  both,  at  the  North,  were  of  one  mind  as  to  the 
Wilmot  Proviso.  What  could  they  do  even  to  procure  its  adop- 
tion ?     Suppose   Mr.   Corvvin,  who   seems   the   present   Whig 
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representative  of  the  Wilmot  idea,  to  be  elected  President, 
wliat  coiiUl  he  do,  or  they  that  chose  liim  do?  Could  they  say 
to  Slavery,  "  Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  here  shall  thy  proud 
waves  be  stayed"?  There,  in  the  Senate,  will  sit  that  iron 
majority  of  Slaveholders,  who  will  mock  at  all  their  impotent 
struggles.  The  example  of  Mr.  Berrien  shows  that  the  Whigs 
cannot  depend  on  the  Southern  division  of  their  parly,  in  a  case 
where  the  interests  of  Slavery  are  at  stake.  The  Proviso  can 
never  become  a  law,  and  it  will  be  distinctly  intimated  that  no 
man  that  maintains  it  can  expect  confirmation  for  any  office,  at 
the  hands  of  the  Senate.  The  way  of  escape  which  Mr.  Ber- 
rien has  opened  will  be  made  as  broad  as  the  Way  that  leadeth 
to  Destruction,  and  many  there  will  be  that  will  walk  therein. 
The  history  of  the  Proviso,  last  winter,  is  an  antetype  of  what 
is  in  store  tor  it.  Passed  by  a  Democratic  House,  it  was,  as 
soon  as  the  will  of  the  Senate  was  expressed,  crushed  by  the 
very  men  who  had  just  voted  for  it. 

We  hope  that  the  better  part  of  the  Whig  Party,  and  of  the 
Democratic  Party,  too,  will  do  stout  battle  for  the  principle  of 
the  Wilmot  Proviso,  because  we  believe  that  if  anything  can 
show  them  the  only  effectual  Deliverance,  it  will  be  the  expe- 
rience they  are  about  to  have.  They  will  find  that  if  they  can 
succeed  in  tying  this  millstone  about  the  neck  of  a  Presidential 
Candidate,  it  will  carry  him  to  the  bottom  with  a  most  "  com- 
fortable alacrity  at  sinking."  They  will  find  that  there  is  not 
strength  enough  left  to  the  people  of  the  Free  States,  even  if 
they  were  united,  to  a  man,  to  resist  the  determined  purpose  of 
the  Slave  Power.  They  will  learn  the  might  of  a  compact, 
intelligent  Oligarchy  over  incongruous  masses,  be  they  never  so 
massive.  They  will  discover  that  to  attempt  to  destroy,  or  to 
limit.  Slavery  under  the  Constitution,  is  as  vain  and  absurd  as 
to  fight  in  fetters.  From  all  this  experience,  and  more,  we  trust 
they  will  come  to  see  that  the  only  way  to  be  free  from  the 
despotism  of  the  Slaveholders,  themselves,  and  to  put  them- 
selves into  a  position  to  give  effectual  aid  to  the  Slaves,  is  to 
Dissolve  the  Union  i 

It  may  look  hard,  but  it  is  much  easier  than  to  carry  the 
Wilmot  Proviso.  For  the  one  can  be  done  by  the  majority  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Free  States,  or  of  a  portion  of  them; 
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while  the  other  cannot,  though  they  were  all  united  as  one  man. 
When  the  Anti- Slavery  Whigs  and  Democrats  will  unite  in 
demanding  a  Reconstruction  of  the  Government ;  in  proclaim- 
ing the  Dissolution  of  the  present  Confederation,  and  the  for- 
.  mation  of  a  New  Union  that  shall  be  such  indeed ;  when  they 
shall  put  forth  their  strength  against,  instead  of  under,  the 
present  Constitution;  when  they  shall  meet,  not  in  partizan 
Conventions,  but  in  Conventions  to  prepare  the  People  for  a 
Revolution,  or  to  carry  that  Revolution  into  effect ;  then  they 
will  begin  to  exert  some  independent  political  influence,  and  to 
produce  an  effect  on  public  affairs.  They  can  then  help  to 
create  a  Republic  in  Avhich  the  will  of  the  People  will  be  law, 
and  not  the  caprice  of  a  small  aristocracy,  their  natural  ene- 
mies, above  their  reach  and  beyond  their  control.  A  RepubHc, 
in  which  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as  political  success  without 
personal  dishonor ;  in  which  a  career  may  be  opened  to  men  of 
honor  and  self-respect  as  well  as  to  turn-coals  and  parasites. 
In  short,  a  Commonweal '.h,  the  very  opposite  of  everything 
that  this  spurious  Republic  is,  and  the  reali^^ation  of  everything 
that  it  pretends  to  be. 

CONGRESS. 

The  action  on  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  in  its  new  form,  was  all 
that  we  have  time  to  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
Congress,  although  the  able  speeches  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  of  Mr. 
Corwin,  as  expositions  of  the  Pro- Slavery  and  the  Anti- Slavery 
points  of  view,  in  looking  at  the  facts  and  the  possibilities  of 
Slave-Extension,  might  well  demand  a  passing  word.  The 
speech  of  Mr.  Corwin  in  particular,  was  a  masterly  effort,  which 
placed  him  in  conspicuous  position  before  the  country,  akin  to 
that  which  he  occu[iies  with  his  own  State,  and  opened  to  him 
a  way  to  public  confidence  and  national  distinction.  It  need 
not  be  said  that  whatever  was  demanded  to  carry  on  our  free- 
booting  campaigns  in  Mexico  Avas  readily,  though  not  unani- 
mously, dispensed  by  the  guardians  of  the  public  purse. 

The  opening  of  the  present  Congress  was  marked  by  an 
extraordinary  event  in  our  Federal  annals.  For  the  fourth  time, 
since  Congress  was,  a  Speaker  has  been  chosen  from   New 
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England.  There  being  a  small  Whig  majority,  this  became  an 
object  of  aiubilion  to  the  aspirants  of  that  party.  For  some 
reason  the  Southern  Whigs  consented  to  the  nomination  of  a 
Northern  man,  only  stiimlating  that  his  ])rinciples  should  bear 
the  Southern  brand.  Tiiougli  but  a  small  minority  of  the  party, 
still  they  might  have  had  a  candidate  of  their  own  section  of 
country,  had  they  held  out  to  the  compromising  point.  They 
were  .satisfied,  however,  with  having  one  of  their  own  selection; 
and.  in  choosing  Mr.  Winlhrop,  they  elected  one  who  had  given 
them  pledges  of  the  truth  of  his  allegiance.  His  toast  gi^'cn  in 
the  Cradle  of  Liberty,  declaring  that  he  would  go  for  the 
"  Union  however  bounded;  "  his  vote  for  the  War  Bill,  with  its 
lying  preamble ;  his  unwillingness  to  have  the  Whig  Part}'' 
committed  to  the  support  of  none  but  a  consistent  enemy  of 
Slavery;  his  open  defence  of  his  public  conduct  in  these  re- 
spects, all  pointed  to  him  as  one  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  our 
Southern  Masters.  But  this  delightful  unanimity  on  the  part 
of  Southern  and  Northern  Whirrs  was  well-ni2;h  brought  to 
nothing  by  the  contumacy  of  two  members  of  the  party. 
Thrice  was  the  vote  taken,  and  twice  was  it  defeated  by  the 
votes  of  Mr.  Giddings,  of  Ohio,  and  of  Mr.  Palfrey,  of  Massa- 
chusetts. And  Mr.  AVinthrop's  election  was  fina  ly  only  secured 
by  the  vote  of  Mr.  Levin,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  "  Native  Ameri- 
can" member,  and  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Holmes,  a  Nulli- 
fying Unionist,  from  South  Carolina. 

This  latter  gentleman  in  a  letter  to  the  Charleston  Mercury 
explaining  his  course,  says  plainly,  "  The  Southern  Whigs 
nominated  Mr.  Winthrop  in  caucus,  in  ojrposition  to  a  majority 
of  the  Northern  Whigs,  —  because  he  had  been  successful  in 
defeating  the  Wilmot  Proviso  in  the  Massachusetts  Wliig  Con- 
vention I  "  And  he  proceeds  to  acknowledge  that  Mr.  Winthrop 
had  "  properly  constituted  the  Committees,"  excluding  Messrs. 
Palft-ey,  Giddings,  and  Tuck  from  the  important  ones  !  " 

This  act  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Giddings  and  Mr.  Palfrey  was  in 
the  highest  degree  honorable  to  Iheiu,  inasmuch  as  it  showed 
that  they  believed  in  obligations  superior  to  those  of  party  tics, 
and  were  ready  to  obey  ihem,  though  at  the  cost  of  party  de- 
nunciation. The  excitement  which  was  produced  by  this  act 
of  insubordination,  particularly  with  regard  to  Mr.  Palfrey,  and 
2 


14  REPORT. 

in  his  own  State,  was  intense.  This  gentleman,  who  is  hon- 
orably known  to  the  abolitionists  and  to  the  country,  by  his 
manumission  of  his  hereditary  slaves,  by  his  activity  in  the 
Anti-Texas  campaign,  and  by  his  able  papers  on  "  The  Slave 
Power,"  appeared  in  Congress  for  the  first  time,  and  this  was 
his  first  act.  It  was  bad  in  itself.  It  was  worse  as  a  prognostic 
of  what  might  remain  behind.  The  Pro- Slavery  AVhigs  of  his 
District,  and  of  the  neighboring  metropolis,  who  had  done  their 
best  to  prevent  his  election,  by  refusing  to  support  him,  though 
the  regular  candidate,  were  full  of  wrath  because  he  dared,  in 
a  case  where  he  believed  his  own  consistency  and  honor,  and 
the  best  interests  of  his  constituents  to  be  concerned,  to  imitate 
their  example.  His  conduct,  however,  has  received  the  un- 
qualified approval  of  those  whose  approbation  he  woi\ld  esteem 
an  honor,  and  we  believe  will  meet  with  the  sanction  of  his 
constituents,  should  he  ever  again  appear  at  their  tribunal.  He 
has  auspicated  his  political  career  by  an  act  of  manhood,  singu- 
lar in  this  time-serving  generation,  and  we  believe  that  his 
public  conduct  will  be  worthy  of  the  augury  that  has  marked  its 
opening. 

Mi".  Calhoun,  in  the  Senate,  has  developed  the  policy  of  the 
wiser  sort  of  the  Slaveholding  Interest,  in  a  resolution  to  the 
following  elTect :  "  That  to  conquer  Mexico,  and  to  hold  it  either 
as  a  province,  or  to  incorporate  it  into  the  Union,  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  avowed  object  for  which  th^  war  has  been 
prosecuted ;  a  departure  from  the  settled  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment; in  conflict  with  its  character  and  genius ;  and,  in  the  end, 
subversive  of  our  free  (!)  and  popular  (I)  institutions." 

But  then  he  goes  for  taking  "  a  defensive  line  that  shall  cover 
ample  territory  for  indonnity  !  "  And  tliis  is  to  be  the  compro- 
mise, probably,  on  which  the  North  will  at  last  agree  with  her 
masters.  A  compromise  by  which  the  South  is  to  be  secured 
in  the  present  possession  of  all  she  wants,  with  the  moral  and 
political  certainty  of  having  all  the  rest  for  the  asking  ! 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  events  affecting,  or  afTected  by,  Slavery  and  Anti- Sla- 
very in  tliis  State,  though  not  perhaj)s  so  marked  as  in  some 
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former  years,  are  not  nmvorthy  of  record.  Her  position  is  cer- 
tainly not  much  changed  for  the  belter  since  the  last  year.  She 
has  again  uttered  her  Resolves  against  Slavery  and  the  War, 
and  has  again  given  nearly  all  her  votes  for  Governor  Briggs, 
who  ent  the  Massachusetts  voUuitecrs  to  fight  in  the  one  the 
battles  of  the  other,  and  for  General  Gushing  who  led  them  to 
the  field,  as  tlie  practical  embodiment  of  her  resolving  spirit.  Not 
long  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  Mr.  Hayden,  Chairman 
of  the  Special  Conunittee  on  Slavery  and  the  Mexican  War  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  presented  a  series  of  resolutions 
against  Slavery  and  Slave-extension,  which  were  suflicicntly 
general  and  lame  to  secure  a  unanimous  passage.  This  action 
it  was  thought  would  satisfy  the  importunity  oC  the  Anti- Slavery 
demands  at  home,  without  dissatisfying  the  Pro-Slavery  de- 
mands abr  iad.  But  the  Committee  was  doomed  to  disappoint- 
ment. Mr.  Keyes,  of  Dedham,  towards  the  end  of  the  session, 
finding  that  this  Committee,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was 
resolute  not  to  take  any  decided  ground  against  the  Mexican 
War,  moved  that  the  House  receive  a  certain  document  which 
he  had  prepared  as  a  minority  Report,  and  certain  Resolutions 
appended  to  it,  as  the  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  Legisla- 
ture u[)on  this  subject,  and  the  reasons  for  it.  The  House 
granted  the  leave,  and  ordered  the  papers  to  be  printed. 

Under  this  marked  rebuke  of  the  House,  Mr.  Hayden  re- 
signed his  place  upon  the  Committee.  Mr.  Giles,  of  Boston, 
who  succeeded  him,  produced  a  majority  report,  of  a  character 
which  might  be  expected  from  the  d'.iresse  imder  which  it  was 
extorted.  When  Mr.  Giles's  R,eport  came  up,  in  order,  Mr, 
Keyes  moved  the  substitution  of  his  own  as  an  amendment, 
and  sustained  his  position  with  distinguished  ability  and  elo- 
quence. The  motion  prevailed  by  a  large  vote.  The  Reso- 
lutions gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate  in  the  Senate,  and  they 
underwent  various  amendments,  which,  however,  finally  left 
them  very  much  as  they  were  at  first.  The  House  refused 
once  to  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  but  the  Senate 
adhering,  and  they  not  being  material,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Keyes,  concurred  in  the  amendments,  by  a  vote  in  which 
nearly  every  Whig  in  that  body  <  oncurred.  These  resolutions, 
it  will  be  noticed,  were  almost  identical  with  those  offered  by 
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Mr.  S.  C.  Phillips  at  the  Whig  Convention  in  Fanenil  Hall,  in 
the  preceding  September,  and  contemptuously  rejected.  The 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Keyes  carried  through  his  resolutions,  in 
the  teeth  of  the  leading  influences  of  his  party,  was  highly 
creditable  to  his  energy  and  independence.  The  Report,  by 
which  they  were  introduced,  was  a  State  Paper  of  uncommon 
value,  both  from  its  facts  and  reasonings,  and  the  skill  and 
power  with  which  they  were  presented.  The  result  cannot  but 
be  regarded  as  a  favorable  sign  that  a  more  wholesome  feehng 
regarding  Slavery,  and  the  crimes  tliat  flow  from  it,  lurks  in  the 
recesses  of  the  popular  mind  than  we  should  l)e  led  to  infer 
from  the  action  of  the  popular  leaders. 

Lest,  however,  too  favorable  an  omen  should  be  drawn  from 
this  circmnstance,  a  contemporaneous  act  of  the  House  mate- 
rially qualified  the  degree  of  admiration  it  was  calculated  to 
excite.  At  almost  the  same  time  that  it  passed  these  resolu- 
tions, denouncing  Slavery  and  the  Mexican  War,  it  passed 
another  scries  expressive  of  its  deep  admiration  and  profound 
gratitude  to  General  Taylor  for  the  brilliant  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  he  had  cut  the  throats  of  the  Mexicans,  in  the 
very  war  which  it  had  just  denounced  as  one  waged  for  the 
extension  of  Slavery  I  These  resolutions,  passed  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  House,  were  rpjected  by  the  Senate,  by  as  large  a 
proportionate  vote,  only  four  voting  in  the  affirmative.  Whether 
this  was  owing  to  a  reprobation  of  the  object  of  the  resolutions, 
to  a  nicer  sense  of  the  inconsistent  absurdity  of  the  two  expres- 
sions of  opinion,  or  to  a  stronger  feeling  of  personal  responsi- 
bility on  the  part  of  a  smaller  body,  we  cannot  but  rejoice  that 
the  State  was  spared  this  exhibition  of  patriotic  folly. 

The  petitions  which  were  circulated,  under  the  direction  of 
this  board,  praying  the  Legislature  to  take  the  necessary  meas- 
ures for  the  holding  of  a  Convention  of  the  People,  to  ascertain 
their  sense  as  to  a  secession  of  Massachusetts  from  the  Union, 
were  returned  to  the  Legislature  signed  by  nearly  three  thou- 
sand persons,  more  than  half  legal  voters.  They  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  before  which  a  hearing  was 
had  on  the  10th  of  March.  Messrs.  Phillips  and  Garrison  set 
forth  the  rights  and  duties  of  Massachusetts  in  the  premises, 
with  great  force  and  clearness,  deriving  much  of  their  reason- 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


17 


ing  from  the  arguments  of  Legislative  reports  and  resolutions, 
and  especially  from  the  very  able  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  Mr.  Bell,  of  Boston,  on  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
The  Committee  recommended,  and  the  House  granted,  that  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw,  but  the  recommendation 
was  accompanied  by  no  report  containing  the  reasons  for  it. 
This  course  was  certainly  one  dictated  by  prudence,  —  for  no 
reasons  could  have  been  given  which  would  not  have  stultified 
the  Collective  Wisdom  of  former  years,  not  to  say  the  Chair- 
man himself.  We  trust  that  the  number  of  signatures  to  this 
petition  will  be  greatly  multiplied  this  year,  and  a  still  stronger 
appeal  made  to  the  Legislature  and  through  them  to  the  People. 
Petitions  analogous  to  these  were  denounced  in  the  Ohio 
Legislature  as  treasonable  !  If  treasonable,  only  in  the  sense  in 
which  the  Revolution  was  Rebellion  I  But,  here,  the  State 
was  concluded  by  its  own  foregone  action  from  placing  us  in 
the  category  of  traitors.  Massachusetts  had  solemnly  and  re- 
peatedly announced  the  contingency  which  would  make  a 
withdrawal  from  the  Union  justifiable.  The  contingency  had 
happened.  She  is  foreclosed  from  condemning  those  who  ask 
of  her  consistent  action.  She  would  only  pronounce  her  own 
condemnation.  It  is  our  business,  as  it  is  in  our  power,  to  make 
her  ashamed,  if  we  cannot  make  her  consistent,  by  an  untiring 
reiteration  of  this  demand. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  made  the  last  year  a  memo- 
rable one  in  her  annals  by  an  act  of  public  justice  and  humanit}', 
worthy  of  her  founders'  memory  and  her  early  days.  The 
Legislature  of  that  State  at  its  session,  last  winter,  repealed  the 
odious  law  which  gave  Slaveholders  the  privilege  of  holdmg 
their  human  cattle  for  six  months  within  her  borders,  and  thus 
made  her  a  Slave  State  for  that  length  of  lime,  whenever  a 
Southern  man-stealer  chose  to  avail  himself  of  its  provisions. 
Now,  therefore,  as  soon  as  a  Slave  sets  his  foot  upon  her  soil, 
by  the  permission  of  his  master,  his  fetters  fall  and  he  comes 
within  the  protection  of  her  laws.  While  Pennsylvania  |ias 
thus  refused  to  recognize  the  servile  estate  of  the  Slave  who 
2* 
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passes  her  frontiers  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  his  master,  she 
has  also  forbidden  any  of  her  civil  functionaries  from  assisting 
in  the  recapture  of  any  fugilive  from  the  land  of  bondage,  who 
may  take  sanctuary  within  her  domain.  By  other  provisions 
of  this  law  analogous  to  those  of  the  one  existing  in  this  State, 
and  known  as  the  "  Latimer  law,"  the  sherifis  and  gaolers  are 
forbidden  to  use  the  gaols  as  places  for  the  detention  of  re- 
captured Slaves,  and  all  judicial  and  executive  oiiicers  are 
prohibited  from  taking  part  in  any  process  lor  the  restoration  of 
an  escaped  Slave  to  his  master.  This  law,  after  passing  the 
lower  House,  received  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  signature  of  the  Governor.  A  result  highly 
honorable  to  the  eilbrts  of  our  Anti- Slavery  friends  in  that 
State,  and  indicative  of  a  rapidly  improving  condition  of  public 
feeling  on  this  subject.  We  trust  that  this  awakened  attention 
in  the  general  mind  of  Pennsylvania  will  not  be  sufiered  to 
subside  until  she  has  placed  her  own  colored  inhabitants  in  all 
respects,  upon  an  equality,  political  and  otherwise,  with  her 
most  favored  citizens. 
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While  the  Key- Stone  State,  lying  as  it  does  upon  the  very 
frontiers  of  Slavery,  has  thus  honored  herself  by  this  righteous 
legislation,  one  of  the  New  England  States,  a  State  which 
makes  the  loudest  professions  of  all  of  piety  and  morality,  has 
disgraced  herself  by  action  of  a  very  different  complexion. 

Last  autumn,  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to 
that  effect,  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Connecticut, 
by  which  the  equal  political  rights  of  colored  men  with  white 
men  were  recognized,  was  submitted  to  the  suffrages  of  the 
People.  The  proposition  stood  alone.  The  bald  question  whether 
the  color  of  the  skin  should  be  a  bar  to  political  equality,  was 
that  which  the  lieges  of  Connecticut  were  called  together  to 
decide.  And  what  was  the  decision  ?  Out  of  some  fifty  thou- 
sand voters,  only  about  twenty-five  thousand  took  the  pains  to 
express  any  opinion  at  all ;  and  of  those  that  did  vote,  only  some 
five  thousand  were  found  willing  to  recognize  the  man  of  color 
as  a  political  equal  with  themselves.    Those  who  abstained  from 
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votino;  may  fairly  be  taken  as  opposed  to  the  amendment,  —  so 
it  appears  tliat  out  of  the  entire  voting  population,  but  about 
one-tenth  were  free  fro  i  ii  is  base,  degrading,  absurd,  inhuman, 
Anti-Christian  prejudice  of  color  I  We  doubt  whether  any 
community,  in  ])roportion  to  its  size,  could  be  found,  in  the 
world,  out  of  this  country,  tliat  would  not  be  ashamed  of  politi- 
cal association  with  sucli  ridiculous  barbarians.  The  Hottentots 
rise  to  a  high  place  in  the  scale  of  civilization  in  the  compari- 
son. For  we  do  not  believe  that  even  a  Hottentot  would  deny 
the  humanity  of  a  Connecticut  pedlar,  should  one  find  his  way 
to  his  kraal,  —  at  least,  n  he  had  never  heard  of  this  political 
demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  Pedlar  State. 

The  meanness  of  this  transaction  is  a  match  for  its  absurdity. 
The  State  of  Connecticut,  we  take  it,  has  not  the  slightest 
scru{)les  about  putting  her  dirty  hands  into  the  pockets  of  these 
colored  citizens — or  rather  inhabitants,  who  are  no  citizens  — 
and  making  them  pay  their  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  in  which  they  have  no  voice.  Some  seventy-five 
years  ago  there  was  none  of  the  colonies  louder  in  denunciations 
of  the  British  Parliament  for  taxing  them  without  representa- 
tion than  this  same  Colony  of  Connecticut.  She  sent  Israel 
Putnam  and  (which  is  more  to  the  present  }!ur])ose)  Benedict 
Arnold  to  fight  the  battles  of  liberty.  And  having  go  what  she 
wanted,  as  far  as  Great  Britain  was  concerned,  she  turns  round 
and  treats  a  portion  of  her  own  popnlation  in  the  same  manner. 
The  British  Parliament  imposed  the  taxes  on  tea,  glass,  and 
painters'  colors,  because  it  supposed  that  the  Colonies  were  not 
strong  enough  to  resist  the  imposition.  The  State  of  Connec- 
ticut docs  tlie  very  same  thing,  because  she  knows  that  the 
handful  of  })oor  colored  men  within  her  borders  can  offer  no 
effectual  resistance  to  this  oppression.  She  is  proved,  by  her 
own  acts,  to  be  recreant  to  princijjle.  She  is  a  traitor  to  the 
cause  for  which  the  Ptevolution  was  fought.  She  shows  that 
now,  at  least,  the  spu-it  of  Arnold  predominates  over  that  of 
Putnam  in  her  composition. 

Now  what  can  be  the  motive  for  such  a  demonstration  as 
this?  The  motive  we  ap[)rehend  to  be  two-lbkh  It  is  com- 
pounded partly  of  the  wish  which  low  and  grovelling  natures 
have  to  trample  on  something  beneath  them.     This  accounts  for 
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much  of  the  persecution  of  the  colored  people,  everywhere-  in 
the  Free  States.  It  is  a  comfort  to  the  lowest  and  most  de- 
graded of  the  whites  to  feel  that  there  is  a  class  of  society 
which  t  ey  can  despise  and  trample  upon.  In  the  States  which 
nake  the  loudest  pretensions  to  Democracy  and  regard  for 
popular  rights,  the  popular  right  of  insulting  and  injuring  the 
colored  people  with  impunity  is  one  of  the  most  prized  of  all. 
This  element,  doubtless,  enters  largely  into  the  mental  compo- 
sition of  this  nine-tenths  of  Connecticut  voters.  But  there  is 
yet  another,  the  influence  of  which  is  no  less  potent.  There  is 
no  State  of  which  a  greater  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are 
engaged  in  direct  business  with  the  South.  This  traffic,  manu- 
facturing, commercial,  and  peddling,  extends  itself  through  all 
classes  of  society.  And  the  result  is  a  depth  and  bitterness  of 
Pro-Slavery  de[)ravity,  of  which  this  vote  is  but  an  imperfect  type. 
There  is  but  one  thing  to  be  said  in  mitigation  of  the  sen- 
tence of  unqualified  condemnation,  which  this  recreant  State 
deserves.  And  that  is,  that  the  abolitionists  have  hardly  done 
their  duty  by  her.  They  have  been  too  much  disposed  to  look 
upon  her  as  joined  to  her  idols,  and  fit  only  to  be  let  alone. 
They  have  passed  by  to  fields  of  greater  promise,  and  left  her  to 
the  tender  mercies  of  Pro- Slavery  religion  and  pseudo-abolition- 
ism. The  result  is  a  proof  of  the  value  of  the  labors  of  American 
Theology  and  of  the  Third  Political  Party.  Of  a  Theology  in 
full  communion  with  the  Reverend  men-stealers  of  the  South, 
and  of  a  Party  which  supported  for  Vice-President  a  man  (the 
late  Mr.  Morris)  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  black  laws  of 
Ohio,  which  showed  no  earnest  opposition  to  the  Annexation  of 
Texas,  and  which  now  goes  for  the  larceny  of  the  whole  of 
Mexico  by  piecemeal.  "We  cannot  but  think  (paradoxical  as 
the  proposition  may  seem,  under  the  circumstances)  that  there 
may  be  souls  in  Connecticut,  which  may  yet  be  saved  alive. 
We  commend  it  to  the  American  A.  S.  Society  as  a  missionary 
ground  calling  loudly  upon  them  to  come  over  and  help  it.  A 
vigorous  campaign  or  two  carried  on  with  the  spirit  with  which 
the  war  has  been  carried  into  other  parts  of  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, we  are  confident  would  make  an  impression,  the  effect  of 
which  ^vould  be  seen  whenever  this  question  shall  come  up 
again  for  popular  adjudication. 
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"Wc  have  already  alliulcd  to  llic  fact  that  Ohio  had  pro- 
nounced any  jiroposiiion,  to  dissolve  the  Union,  treasonable. 
The  Committee,  to  whii-li  the  petitions  for  that  ()l)ict't  were 
referred,  was  distinguished  from  the  analogous  one  in  this  State 
by  the  fact  that  it  accompanied  its  permission  to  the  ])etitioners 
to  withdraw,  with  a  Report,  setting  forth  the  reasons  for  such  a 
disposition  of  their  prayer.  As  tlie  Report  is  a  brief  one,  and  as 
it  may  be  supposed  to  copjprise  all  that  can  be  said  against  tliis 
proposition,  we  give  it  entire  as  a  matter  of  penuanent  refer- 
ence. The  spirit  which  it  breathes  is  truly  American.  Its 
patriotism  looks  only  to  the  inconvenience  which  might  possi- 
bly result  to  themselves,  exults  in  the  presence  of  the  material 
prosperity  which  Ohio  has  attained  under,  but  in  spite  of,  the 
Union,  and  entirely  puts  out  of  sight  what  it  has  done  to  the 
Slaves,  her  own  support  of  Slavery  and,  indeed,  very  existence 
of  such  a  national  institution  I 

In  Senate,  Feb.  3,  1847,  Mr.  Goddard  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Select  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  Memorial  of 
certain  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Columbiana  and  Ma- 
honing, praying  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
to  declare  the  Federal  Union  dissolved,  now  report  — 

It  did  not  need  the  instructions  of  the  Senate  to  induce  the 
Committee  to  report  adversely  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
The  proposition  is  traitorous  and  disloyal.  It  is  not  a  thing  to 
be  entertained,  or  reasoned  u|)()n.  The  perpetuity  of  the  Union 
shoidd  be  assumed  — regarded  as  a  (i.\ed  fact,  not  to  be  debated 
or  questioned.  Attachment  to  the  Union  should  be  a  feeling  — 
a  sentiment  in  every  American  breast.  It  should  be  instinctive. 
Tlie  American  shoidd  inihibe  it  with  his  mother's  milk.  It 
should  grow  with  his  growth  and  strengthen  witli  his  strength  — 
be  the  confidence  of  his  youth,  the  pride  of  his  manhood,  and 
the  solace  of  his  old  age.  Next  to  the  duties  which  an  Ameri- 
can owes  to  his  God,  arc  the  duties  he  owes  to  his  country. 
The  first  of  these  is,  Preserve  the  Union  ;  the  second.  Preserve 
the  Union ;  the  third,  Preserve  the  Union. 
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The  value  of  the  Union  cannot  be  calculated ;  if  it  could, 
Ohio  could  show  how  vastly  important  that  Union  is  to  her. 
Centrally  situated,  her  citizens  sending  the  products  of  their 
industry  at  one  season,  through  the  artificial  channels  of  the 
North,  and  at  another,  by  the  great  river  of  the  South,  findmg 
access  to  the  Ocean  at  points  l^ODO  miles  ajiart,  what  portion  of 
the  Union  could  Ohio  spare?  Where  would  she  draw  the 
dividing  line  ?  Shall  the  beautiful  river  which  forms  her  South- 
ern boundary,  now  teeming  with  peaceful  commerce,  free  as 
the  air  we  breathe,  and  witnessing  no  hostilities  but  the  gener- 
ous competition  of  entei prising  people,  shall  that  be  the  i)oun- 
dary  line  between  independent  and  unconnected  States?  Then 
may  we  exf)ect  to  see  arrayed  upon  the  opi)osite  banks,  the 
hostile  armies  of  the  divided  nations.  Bristling  cannon  shall 
supplant  the  waving  wheat  upon  its  hills  —  the  march  of  armed 
men  tread  down  the  i)roducts  of  its  valleys,  and  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio  be  discolored  with  the  blood  of  her  sons.  Are  our 
citizens  prepared  for  this?  Can  the  memorialists,  many  of 
whom  belong  to  the  gentler  sex,  averse  to  civil  commotion  and 
bloodshed — ministering  angels  to  man  wiien  pain  and  sickness 
distracts  him,  tempering  with  tiicir  softness  the  rough  asperities 
of  man's  nature  —  can  they  willingly  see  such  possible  conse- 
quences with  complacency  ? 

When  the  first  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Father  of 
his  Country,  was  about  retiring  from  that  high  office  to  which 
the  partiality  of  his  grateful  countrymen  had  twice  unanimously 
called  liim,  he  addressed  to  them  an  aflectioimte  letter,  |)rom|)ted 
only  by  the  great  love  he  bore  to  the  people  he  had  saved,  and 
containing  sentiments  which  should  be  perpetually  cherished 
by  the  American  people.  This  paper,  usually  styled  VVash- 
iniiton's  Farewell  Address,  and  bearing  date  Sejitember  17, 
1796,  should,  next  to  the  Bible,  be  the  daily  reading  of  our 
people.  His  warning  voice  must  be  forgotten,  his  counsels 
contemned  ami  disregarded,  before  any  one  can  be  willing  to 
raise  a  }<arricidal  hand  against  the  union  of  these  States. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : 

CHAS.  B.  GODDARD. 
JOHN  MAPvTIN. 
A.  P.  EDGERTON. 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialists  have  liberty  to  withdraw 
their  memorial. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio, 
That  the  Secretary  of  Stale  cause  to  be  printed  an  edition  of 
Washington's  Farewell  Address,  and  distributed  to  each  school 
district  in  the  State. 
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We  have  again  to  record  testimonies  to  the  prevailing  Ibrce 
of  tlie  Anli- Slavery  idea    proceeding   from   the    Slaveholding 
region,  in  the  ntterance  and  in  the  action  both  of  the  foes  and 
the  friends  of  Slavery.      The   State  of  Delaware   came  very 
near  the  glory  of  being  the  first  emancipating   State   since  the 
Modern  Abolition  Movement  began.     A  bill  })roviding  for  the 
gradual  abolition  of  Slavery  in  that  State  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  vote  of   12  to  8;    and  was  lost  in  the 
,  Senate  only  by  a  tie  vote.     Such  a   result  as  this  is  in  the 
highest  degree  hopeful,  and  must  be  the  ]n-ecursor  of  entire 
success  at  no  distant  day.     As  an  additional  evidence  of  the 
progress  of  the  spirit  of  Liberty  in  that  Slate,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  the  only  member  of  Congress  from  a   Slave- 
holding    State   who   voted   for   the    Wiltnot   Proviso  was   Mr. 
Houston,  member  of  the    House   from  Delaware.     Delaware, 
too,  is  the  only   Slaveholding    State  which  has  an  organized 
Anti- Slavery   Society.     We   have    noticed   with   pleasure   the 
reports  of  its  action,  and  would  commend  its  appeals  for  hel[)  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  abolitionists  in  more   fortunate 
regions.     We  cannot  but  attribute  this  legislative  proof  of  an 
Anti- Slavery  state  of  the  public  mind  lo  the   existence,  and  the 
efforts,  of  this  body. 

Among  the  most  encouraging  of  these  signs  beneath  our 
Southern  skies,  is  the  vote  in  Kentucky  for  a  Convention  to 
amend  the  Constitution.  Though  it  has  not  been  so  declared, 
or  made  a  topic  of  general  agitation,  it  is  well  understood  that 
the  metamorphosis  of  Kentucky,  either  gradual  or  immediate, 
from  a  Slave  State  into  a  Free  State,  is  the  thought  which  in- 
formed the  nrinds  of  the  voters,  when  they  cast  their  ballots  for 
of  against  it.  By  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  a  second 
popular  vote  must  be  taken,  before  the  Convention  can  be 
called  ;  but  the  majority  was  so  decidedly  in  favor  of  it,  that  it 
is  hardly  possible  that  any  influences  can  prevent  its  being  held. 
The  majority  was  singularly  triumphant.  The  majority  is  re- 
quired to  be  not  only  of  the  persons  voting,  but  of  the  Avhole 
mmiber  of  persons  entitled  to  vote,  whether  they  exercise  their 
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franchise  or  not.  As  the  Examiner  truly  says,  this  is  equivalent 
to  a  tico-thirds  requisition  in  ordinary  cases.  Slill  the  majority 
was  nearly  ttventy-four  thousand  out  of  all  the  voters,  and  nearly 
fifty  thousand  of  those  that  actually  voted.  The  Convention, 
therefore,  we  cannot  doubt,  will  be  held;  and  being  held,  it  is 
hardly  to  be  supposed  it  will  separate  without  doing  somewhat 
towards  striking  from  the  neck  of  Kentucky  the  millstone,  which 
has  made  her  lag  so  rnnch  behind  her  neighbor  rival  Ohio,  in 
the  race  of  wealth  and  improvement. 

The  establishment,  too,  of  Ami- Slavery  papers  within  the 
enchanted  ground  of  Slavery,  is  another  symptom,  ominous  of 
the  breaking  of  its  spell.  The"  fact  that  they  are  demanded  and  > 
can  exist,  is  a  most  pregnant  sign.  It  shows  that  the  van-guard 
of  the  army  of  Liberty  is  advanced  into  the  confines  of  the 
enemy's  country.  A  lodgment  is  fiiirly  made.  The  first  step  is 
taken.  The  stone  is  thrown.  The  question  is  asked.  The 
Revolntion,  which  never  goes  backward,  is  begun  in  the  sub- 
urbs, at  least,  of  the  capital.  The  monarch  within  it  trembles, 
for  he  knows  that  his  doom  is  sealed.  Darkness  is  the  only 
element  in  which  he  can  exist,  and  here  are  crevices  made 
through  which  pours  in  the  light  of  day.  A  newspaper  is  a 
more  fatal  enemy  to  a  false  institution  than  an  army  with  ban- 
ners. A  printing  press  is  an  engine  of  more  potency  than  all 
the  artillery  of  tyrants.  First  in  this  field  is  the  broad  sheet  of 
the  Louisville  Examiner,  hoisted  in  the  place  of  that  of  the 
True  American,  ingloriously  struck  wlicn  Cassius  M.  Clay  ex- 
changed the  battle-fields  of  Liberty  for  those  of  Slavery.  It  is 
a  paper  conducted  with  very  great  ability.  Mr.  Vaughan  is, 
certainly,  a  born  editor.  There  is  no  paper  that  we  see,  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic,  more  full  of  the  marks  of  a  thoroughly  well 
informed  and  accomplished  mind.  And  this,  not  only  on  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  but  on  all  points  of  general  knowledge. 
Kentncky  will  make  a  great  mistake,  for  her  own  improvement 
in  other  matters  than  the  One  Thing  Needful  to  her  political 
Salvation,  if  she  should  suffer  his  paper  to  languish  for  want  of 
support.  There  are  few  men,  we  should  judge,  in  the  country, 
better  acquainted  with  the  political  condition  and  relations  of 
foreign  nations,  as  well  as  with  those  of  the  difierent  States  of 
America,  than  Mr.  Vaughan. 
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The  "  Crisis,"  recently  established  at  Moundsville,  Va.,  is 
another  evidciTce  of  the  spreading  of  an  Anti-Slav'cry  spirit  into 
the  domain  of  Slavery.  We  have  not  seen  any  numbers  of 
this  paper,  and  consequently  cannot  speak  of  its  'character, 
except  by  report.  But  the  circumstance  that  a  jiaper  adopts 
the  principle  of  abolition  as  one  of  its  chief  purposes,  within 
the  frontiers  of  Slavery,  is  significant  enough  of  itself.  The 
mere  fact  that  the  rightfulness  of  the  great  institution  is  ques- 
tioned within  its  own  proper  jurisdiction,  is  one  which  cannot 
but  ajjpeal  with  great  power  to  all  the  dwellers  therein.  It  is 
analagous  to  the  establishment  of  a  free  paper  in  St.  Peters- 
burg or  Vienna.  And  we  have  no  hesitation  in  afiirming  that 
the  establishment  of  these  two  i)apers  has  not  been  retarded, 
but  hastened  by  the  "modern  Anti- Slavery  movement."  Mr. 
Cassius  M.  Clay  assured  us,  when  he  was  here,  some  three 
years  ago,  that  this  was  his  opinion.  If  the  Pro- Slavery  spirit 
in  Church  and  State,  at  the  North,  has  been  the  support  and 
stay  of  Slavery,  which  we  know  it  has  been,  why  should 
not  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit,  here,  be  of  the  same  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit,  there?  The  South- 
ern Abolitionist  has  nothing  to  fall  back  upon,  except  the  Anti- 
Slavery  feeling  of  the  North.  The  Northern  Abolitionists  have 
given  the  most  effectual  help  in  their  power  to  their  Southern 
brethren,  by  their  own  agitation.  The  one  would  not  have 
been,  as  yet,  if  at  all,  but  for  the  other. 

A  very  important  movement  has  also  marked  the  past  year 
in  Western  Virginia.  This  portion  of  that  great  Slate  has  long 
felt  the  political  oppression  which  the  aristocracy  created  by 
Slavery  inflicts  upon  the  white  citizen  as  a  punishment  for  his 
consenting  to  the  political  annihilation  of  the  Slave.  Though 
this  portion  of  Virginia  is  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  part 
of  the  State,  it  has  always  been,  politically,  the  vassal  of  the 
Slave-breeding  and  Slave-niongering  Eastern  Virginia,  whose 
Ancient  Dominion  is  secured  by  the  votes  of  the  masters  in 
virtue  of  their  ownership  in  men.  This  sense  of  injury  has  at 
length  taken  an  organized  form.  The  prominent  persons  in  this 
organization  are  Slaveholders,  themselves.  The  leading  spirit 
appears  to  be  the  Hev.  ])r.  Henry  Rufliier,  a  Presbyterian  cler- 
gyman of  eminence  in  his  denomination.  A  very  able  Address, 
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written  by  this  gentleman,  has  been  widely  circulated  in  that 
region.  The  plan  suggested  is  vicious  in  the  extreme,  in  point 
of  principle.  It  is  grounded  on  the  interests  of  the  white  man, 
and  scarcely  alludes  to  the  rights  of  the  black  man.  It  pro- 
poses the  most  gradual  deliberation  in  doling  out  the  boon  of 
freedom.  It  recognizes  the  sale,  the  deportation,  the  coloni- 
zation of  the  Slave  population.  Its  aim  is  to  make  Western 
Virginia  a  Free  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  whites,  and  not  in 
justice  to  the  blacks.  This  movement,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, extends  itself  into  Western  North  Carohna,  and  Eastern 
Tennessee.  But,  although  the  most  selfish  and  utilitarian  aspect 
of  this  measure  is  made  thus  prominent,  Ave  are  confident  that 
a  moral  abhorrence  of  Slavery  and  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  the 
Slaves  is  the  underlying  foundation  of  the  movement.  In  this 
faith  we  shall  watch  its  progress  with  the  deepest  interest,  be- 
lieving that  in  these  imperfect  reachings  after  better  things,  we 
discern  the  beginning  of  the  end. 

While  we  have  had  the  encouragement  of  these  demonstra- 
tions at  the  South,  we  have  not  been  without  the  testimony 
to  the  prevalence  of  the  An ti- Slavery  idea  which  the  excit- 
ed vigilance  and  alarm  of  Slavery  could  aflbrd  us.  Southern 
Legislatures  have  passed  indignant  resolutions  touching  the 
Wilraot  Proviso,  declaring  that  they  will  not  submit  to  any  such 
restriction  upon  the  occupation  of  conquered  territory.  Mr. 
Calhoun  on  his  return  from  Washington  was  honored  with  a 
great  reception  by  the  sovereign  State  of  the  Union  which  he 
represents,  on  which  occasion  this  determination  was  emphati- 
cally pronounced  by  his  imperial  constituents  and  responded  to 
by  himself  It  is  needless  to  speak  of  the  vaporing  of  Southern 
newspapers  and  politicians  on  this  subject.  A  letter  intended 
for  private  circulation  found  its  way  to  the  light,  emanating 
from  prominent  Slaveholders  in  Charleston,  reciting  the  fact 
of  the  publication  of  the  National  Era  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  calling  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  organ  of 
Slavery  at  Washington,  and  the  contribution  of  a  fund  of  Fifty 
Thousand  Dollars  for  that  purpose.  This  demand  for  a  national 
organ  of  Slavery  spoke  trumpet-tongued  the  sense  which 
Slavery  entertained  of  the  work  the  Anti- Slavery  organs  have 
been  doing.     A  stronger  proof  could  hardly  be  given  of  the 
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impression  made  upon  the  general  mind  of  the  country  by  the 
Anti- Slavery  movement,  than  the  Charleston  circular  contains. 
It  implies  an  admission  of  all  that  we  could  have  demanded  for 
ourselves.     Its  alarm  at  the  establishment  of  the  Era,  to  be 
sure,  was  no  great  proof  of  the  sagacity  of  the  writers.     But, 
probably,  none  of  them  had  seen  a  number  of  it;  but  took  their 
notions  of  it  from  some  floating  newspaper  paragraphs.     Had 
they  seen  it,  they  would,  very  probably,  have  thought  an  organ 
of   Slavery  at  the   Cajiitol   superfluous.     Certainly  none   they 
could   estabhsh   would   treat    Slavery   and    Slaveholders   with 
more  civility,  or  make  larger  demands  in  their  behalf     New 
Mexico  would  probably  have  contented  the  chivalrous  Caroli- 
nians ;  all  Mexico  is  not  too  much  for  the  supple  servility  of 
the  Era  to  offer  them !     We  heartily  hope  that  this  new  organ 
may  be   set   up  and  conducted  with   all  the   ability  that   the 
Slavery  Party  can  furnish.     And  we  should  like  to  see  the  man 
who  will  have  the  courage  to  stand  up  before  the  world  as  its 
editor.     We  fear  it  will  come  to  nought,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
because  any  man  of  talent  enough  to  be  selected  to  be  its 
editor,  must  be  of  sense  enough  to  know  that  it  would  make 
him  a  by-word  and  a  hissing  to  all  foreign  nations  and  to  all 
future  ages.      The    dirty   work  of    Slavery   will  have  still  to 
be  done,  we  apprehend,  as  it  is  done  now,  under  the  guise  of 
Religion,  of  Abolition,  or  of  Patriotism. 

The  Governor  of  Virginia,  also,  in  his  Annual  Message  of  last 
year  had  the  inhiuiian  insolence  to  recommend  it  to  the  Legis- 
lature to  take  measures  for  the  expulsion  of  the  Free  Blacks, 
Fifty  Thousand  in  number,  from  the  State.  A  Southern  Con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  taking  measures  for  the  protection  of 
Southern  rights  from  Northern  fanaticism  has  been  proposed 
and  iirged ;  but,  we  fear  with  little  earnestness  of  purpose  or 
reality  of  design.  One  branch  of  the  legislature  of  Missouri 
passed  a  memorial  to  Congress  asking  for  action  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government,  which  would  put  an  end  to  the  emi- 
gration of  the  Slave  population  to  Canada,  and  to  the  protection 
they  there  receive.  The  following  humane  argument  forms  a 
part  of  its  reasoning,  and  would  not  fail  to  have  its  weight: 

"  The  slaves  that  are  recognized  by  our  constitution  and  laws 
as  individual  property,  are  frequently  lost,  and  the  unfortunate 
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Slaves  are  decoyed  into  a  cold  and  bleak  region,  utterly  nn- 
suited  to  their  habits  and  constitutions,  —  are  rendered  more 
miserable  and  degraded  than  when  they  lived  as  Slaves." 

These  instances,  out  of  multitudes  like  them,  must  suffice  to 
indicate  the  impression  which  the  Anti- Slavery  movement  has 
made  upon  the  Southern  mind.  In  these,  as  in  all  other  por- 
tions of  our  experience  and  our  observations,  do  we  discern  the 
proofs  of  the  soundness  of  the  philosophy,  and  the  sufficiency 
of  the  method,  which  we  have  followed  from  the  beginning. 
The  process,  thus  far,  has  been  precisely  what  we  have  antici- 
pated and  predicted  that  it  would  be.  The  signs  for  which  we 
first  looked  were  perceived  where  we  looked  for  them,  in  the 
indications  of  an  altered  public  sentiment  at  the  North;  but 
now  we  discern  the  progress  we  have  made  by  those  which  the 
South  afford,  as  to  the  impression  made  on  human  hearts  and 
souls,  there.  Even  in  the  very  desperation  of  Pro- Slavery 
fanaticism,  do  we  see  the  hand-writing  of  its  destiny  upon  the 
walls  of  the  Slave-Babylon.  The  violence  of  ihe  antagonism 
we  have  aroused,  is  an  evidence  to  us  of  the  strength  of  our 
position,  and  the  telling  effect  of  our  fire.  The  increasing 
armies  of  fugitives,  assure  us  that  the  Slaves  have  heard  the 
o-ood  tidings  of  the  preached  Gospel  of  their  deliverance;  while 
their  almost  absolute  safety,  as  soon  as  they  set  their  feet  upon 
the  soil  of  a  Free  State,  is  a  living  j)roof  of  the  spreading  in- 
fluences of  that  Evangel  of  Freedom.  In  the  view  of  this  part 
of  our  experience,  as  of  all  its  others,  Ave  thank  God  and  take 
courage. 
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We  have  found  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  English  Aboli- 
lionisls  in  the  cause  of  our  common  humanity  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  during  the  past  year,  as  earnest  and  intelligent  as 
ever.  Notwithstanding  the  calamity  which  has  afiected,  more 
or  less,  all  classes  in  the  mother  country,  they  have  never  suf- 
fered the  nearer  distress  to  hide  from  their  eyes  or  their  hearts 
the  greater  distant  wrong.  With  a  true  philosophy  as  well  as 
an  expansive  philanthropy  have  they  endured  in  their  efforts 
for  the   American  Slave,  believing  that  they  were  thus  doing 
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substantial  service  to  the  English  peasant.  They  have  per- 
ceived that  the  greatest  of  wrongs  is  the  first  one  to  be  re- 
dressed, before  the  lesser  evils  of  an  advanced  civilization  can 
be  successfully  combattcd.  This  faith  they  have  made  manifest 
by  their  works,  in  their  labors  at  home  and  in  their  dispensa- 
tion of  help  to  us. 

The  Evangelical  Alliance,  having  received  its  death-blow  at 
the  moment  of  its  birth  from  its  suicidal  attempt  to  take  Slavery 
to  its  bosom,  has  dragged  on  a  lingering  existence,  having  a 
name  to  live  though  it  be  dead.     We  related,  last  year,  how 
the  British  Branch  at  Manchester,  after  it  was  relieved  from  the 
fatal  presence  of  the  American  brethren,  so  far  yielded  to  the 
pressure  of  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit  at  home,  as  to  refuse  com- 
munion with  Slaveholders  in  the  British  division  of  the  House- 
hold of  Faith,  leaving  the  American  Branch  free  to  make  such 
covenant  with  them  as  its  spiritual  necessities  required.     This, 
however,  was  not  suffered  to  pass  without  a  protest  on  the  part 
of  Englishmen,  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds  by  the  in- 
fluences of  American   Christianity.     In  May  last  a  document 
was  ])resented  to  the  Meeting  of  the  British  Branch,  held  at 
Edinburgh,  signed  by  a  number*  of  clergymen  and  others,  in 
London,  expressing  their  dissent  from  that  action.     The  docu- 
ment stated  "  that  the  resolution  referred  to  had  caused  the 
dissentients  much  regret  and  anxiety,  and  in  a  spirit  of  hu- 
mility, faithfulness,  and  love,  they  desired  to  lay  before  the 
Conference  their  objections  to  it.     They  objected  to  it,  first,  "  as 
taking  up  a  subject,  which,  however  important,  was  wholly 
extraneous  and  under  discussion,  and  that  the  Alliance  would 
thereby  involve  itself  in  the  discussion  of  a  question  with  which 
it  had,  and  should  have,  no  concern.     Second,  that  while  they 
deeply   deplored,    in  common  with  the  Alliance,  the    sin  and 
enormous    evils   connected   with    Slavery,   they    thought   that 
a  wide  distinction  should  be  drawn  between  the  voluntary  up- 
holder of  that  system,  and  one  Avho,  from  circumstances  over 
which  he  might  have  no  control,  became  possessed  of  Slaves, 
or  property  including    Slaves.     Third,  and  above  all,  because 
their  deep  regard  for  the  form  and  authority  of  Scripture  com- 
pelled them  to  object  to  the  introduction  of  grounds  of  exclusion, 
which  they  believed  were  not  warranted  by  the  plain  Word  of 
3# 
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God,  and  which  would  have  shut  out  from  the  Alliance  one 
whom  an  inspired  Apostle  addressed  as  a  brother  dearly  be- 
loved. The  memorialists  also  begged  to  express  the  fears  they 
entertained  as  to  the  effect  of  the  resolution  upon  the  minds  of 
their  American  brethren,  whom  they  had  so  recently  invited  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  to  join  them  upon  a  purely  doctrinal  basis." 
The  American  brethren,  therefore,  may  rejoice  in  knowing  that 
their  mission  to  the  father-land  was  not  wholly  in  vain,  seeing 
that  they  have  converted  some  from  the  error  of  their  ways, 
and  made  them  like  unto  themselves. 

The  demonstrations  of  the  English  Unitarians  have  been  of 
an  extremely  interesting  and  honorable  character,  during  the 
past  year.  An  invitation  which  had  been  sent  by  certain  Boston 
clergymen  to  their  English  brethren,  to  attend  the  May  Anni- 
versaries in  this  City,  being  communicated  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Unitarian  Association,  the 
attitude  of  some  of  its  signers  to  the  Anti- Slavery  enterprise 
became  a  subject  of  remark.  Much  discussion  arose  from  this 
circumstance  in  the  Unitarian  papers  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. Letters  from  John  Bishop  Estlin,  Esq.  of  Bristol,  and  of 
the  Rev.  Samuel  May,  our  Qeneral  Agent,  which  appeared  in 
the  London  Inquirer,  threw  much  light  upon  the  question  of  the 
relations  of  American  Unitarians,  and  of  those  clergymen  in 
particular,  to  the  Slaves  and  their  cause.  In  the  course  of  the 
autumn  a  Keply  was  sent  to  this  invitation,  signed  by  more  than 
fifty  ministers  and  nearly  sixteen  hundred  laymen,  setting  forth 
the  true  doctrine  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  created  by 
the  existence  of  such  a  crime  as  Slavery,  in  the  most  cogent 
yet  affectionate  manner.  We  regret  to  say  that  this  fraternal 
demonstration  has  not  met  with  the  courtesy  due  to  its  spirit 
and  its  tone,  from  those  who  speak  the  mind  of  the  leading  in- 
fluences of  the  Denomination. 

The  North  of  England  Unitarian  Tract  and  Missionary  So- 
ciety a.lso  passed  a  resolution,  strongly  Anti- Slavery  in  its  char- 
acter, and  urging  u])on  their  American  brethren  active  exertions 
for  the  overthrow  of  Slnvery.  This  resolution  was  transmitted 
liy  the  Secretary,  Rev.  George  Harris,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gannetl, 
accompanied  by  a  letter  calculated  to  soothe  the  prejuJieos  and 
to  gratify  tlic   spleen  of  the   Pro- Slavery  American   Unitarians. 
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But  there  is  notliing  that  appears  in  the  action  itself  of  the 
meeting  to  jnstify  us  in  supposing  that  it  correctly  represents 
the  feelings  by  which  it  was  prompted.  We  place,  therefore, 
all  the  creilit  of  the  resolution  to  the  account  of  the  meeting, 
and  all  the  discredit  of  the  accompanying  epistle,  to  its  Rev- 
erend Secretary.  Wc  are  happy  to  announce  action,  honorable 
tliough  late,  on  the  part  of  American  Unitarian  ministers  in 
relation  to  the  letter  forwarded  in  January,  184G,  of  which  we 
gave  some  account  in  a  former  Report,  from  the  Irish  Unitarian 
Christian  Society  to  their  brethren  in  America.  A  well  written 
and  justly  conceived  Response  has  lately  been  prepared  and 
signed  by  eight  ministers  of  this  denomination,  and  forwarded 
to  its  destination.  We  trust  that  its  character  and  thorough- 
ness will  make  amends  to  the  Irish  friends  for  the  dilatoriness 
of  its  appearance. 

The  Anti- Slavery  League  has  been  zealous  and  active  in  its 
cooperation  with  us  during  the  past  year,  and  we  have  been  in 
frequent  communication  with  its  able  and  indefatigable  Secre- 
tary, Robert  Smith.  Early  in  the  year  a  large  number  of  meet- 
ings were  held  in  London  and  its  neighborhood,  in  which 
George  Thompson,  William  H.  Ashurst,  John  Bowring,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Burnet,  Wilham  Ilowitt,  and  other  eminent  English 
Abolitionists  took  a  prominent  part.  At  other  times  during  the 
year,  meetings  were  held  in  various  parts  of  the  country  with 
distinguished  success.  Too  much  importance  cannot  be  at- 
tributed to  this  association  for  binding  the  Abolitionists  of  the 
two  hemispheres  into  one  body,  upon  the  thorough  principle  of 
"  No  Union  with  Slaveholders."  We  shall  continue  to  look  to 
it  as  the  main  instrumentality  by  which  the  two  countries  may 
be  made  mutually  to  act  the  one  upon  the  other,  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  American  Slave. 

The  last  year,  too,  has  been  a  marked  one  in  our  annals  fiom 
the  election  of  George  Thompson,  that  well-tried  and  faithful 
friend  of  the  American  Slave,  to  Parliament.  The  man  who 
was  hunted  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  and  escaped  with  his  life 
only  by  flight  from  the  Pro- Slavery  fanaticisni  of  1835,  is  now 
an  honored  member  of  the  British  Senate,  as  the  representative 
of  one  of  the  largest  constituencies  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
We  have  said  tha.t  this  is  a  marked  point  in  our  history  because 


32  KEPORT. 

we  know  that  the  increased  power  his  new  sphere  of  influence 
will  give  him  over  the  British  mind,  will  be  felt  in  behalf  of  the 
oppressed  nation,  for  whom  he  did  and  suffered  so  much  in  this 
country.  Mr.  Thompson's  election  was  an  unusual  triumph. 
The  two  former  members  were  in  the  field,  one  of  them  a 
member  of  the  Cabinet  and  a  son-in-law  of  the  late  King. 
Notwithstanding  the  weight  which  these  gentlemen  must  have 
had  from  their  social  jiosition,  and  their  possession  of  the  bor- 
ough, Mr.  Thompson  led  his  successful  competitor,  Sir  William 
Clay,  by  more  than  three  thousand  votes,  and  his  unsuccessful 
one.  General  Fox,  by  nearly  four  thousand  five  hundred  I  Such 
an  instance  is  almost  unparallelled  (if  not  quite)  in  the  history 
of  English  elections.  It  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  number 
oZ plumx)ers  that  were  polled  for  Mr.  Thompson;  by  which 
technicaUty  we  understand  votes  given  for  only  one  candidate 
where  two  or  more  are  to  be  elected  —  thus  increasing  the  rela- 
tive vote  of  that  candidate. 

The  friends  of  the  old  candidates  had  placarded  the  neigh- 
borhood with  the  insulting  question,  "  Who  is  George  Thomp- 
son ? "  His  reply  to  this  taunting  inquiry,  in  his  sj)eech  at  the 
polls,  was  a  proud  and  noble  one :  "  Ask  Sir  Edward  North 
Buxton,''  (the  son  of  the  successor  of  Wilberforce,)  "  ask  Dr. 
Lushington,  ask  Pvichard  Cobden,  ask  the  Negroes  of  the  West 
Indies,  ask  the  Bond- Slaves  of  America,  ask  the  friends  of 
India,  who  I  am  ? "  The  electors,  however,  showed  most  em- 
phatically that  they  knew  who  he  was,  without  going  any  far- 
ther for  information. 

The  political  opinions  announced  by  Mr.  Thompson  were  cer- 
tainly radical  enough.  He  should  vote  for  the  largest  free  trade, 
and  for  the  abolition  of  every  monopoly,  national  and  local ; 
for  universal  suffrage,  vote  by  ballot,  and  short  parliaments  ; 
for  the  abolition  of  capital  punishments  and  of  flogging  in  the 
army;  and  against  all  endowments  and  religious  establish- 
ments I  This  election  was  carried  without  any  of  the  unscru- 
pulous means  often  used  at  elections.  Not  a  single  paid  agent 
was  employed.  "  Not  the  least  remarkable  circumstance  attend- 
ing this  contest,"  says  the  London  Post,  "  is  the  fact,  that  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  is  a  teetotaller,  refused  to  have  his  Committee- 
rooms  in  public  houses,  and  the  publicans,  with  few  exceptions, 
avenged  themselves  by  voting  against  him." 
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Not  long  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  Mr.  Thompsoa 
addressed  a  large  assembly  of  his  constituents,  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  before  them  the  state  of  the  East  India  question,  and 
to  ask  their  permision  to  make  Justice  to  India  the  main 
business  of  his  public  life.  His  speech  was  one  of  masterly 
ability.  It  showed  him  to  be  possessed  of  the  rare  felicity  of 
his  great  predecessor  in  the  championship  of  wronged  India,  — 
Burke,  of  clothing  statistical  details  not  only  with  ligiit,  but  with 
beauty.  A  large  portion  of  it  was  devoted  to  the  evolution  of 
Mr.  Thompson's  views  as  to  the  elFect  which  the  reforms  he 
proposes,  acting  through  the  English  Cotton-]Market,  will  have 
upon  American  Slavery.  He  traced  the  history  of  the  culture 
and  manufacture  of  cotton,  and  showed  how  almighty  has 
been  their  inliuence  in  building  up  and  perpetuating  Slavery. 
He  showed  the  resources  of  India  for  the  production  of  this 
staple,  and  the  practicability  of  increasing  the  crop  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  drive  the  Americuu  article  out  of  the  market. 
Cotton  he  conceives  to  be  the  main  bulwark  and  defence  of 
Slavery,  and  if  it  can  be  reduced  below  a  living,  if  not  a 
remunerative  profit,  that  American  Slavery  will  die  of  inanition. 
Thus,  with  the  philosophy  of  Chatham,  though  in  a  different 
spirit,  he  proposes  "  to  conquer  America  in  India  !  "  The  views 
of  such  a  friend  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Cause  as  Mr.  Thompson 
has  proved  himself  to  be,  on  such  a  question  as  this,  deserve 
the  fullest  and  most  respectful  attention.  And  in  saying  this, 
we  are  sure  we  speak  the  mind  of  every  sincere  Abolitionist. 

We  anticipate  a  very  great  amount  of  good  to  our  cause  from 
the  agitation  of  the  British  India  question  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, and  before  the  British  people.  We  believe  that  its 
agitation  and  its  successful  issue  must  have  influences  which 
cannot  be  even  guessed  at,  upon  the  condition  of  our  Slavery. 
Slavery,  however,  does  not  exist  in  the  United  States  because 
of  the  wealth  the  Slaves  produce;  but  because  of  the^wz^'er 
which  our  Constitution  of  government  gives  to  the  masters  in 
virtue  of  their  ownership  in  them.  We  believe  every  intelli- 
gent Slaveholder  knows  that  the  wealth  of  the  Slave  States 
would  be  vastly  increased  by  emancipation.  But  by  that  act 
the  sceptre  of  political  sovereignty  would  pass  from  them. 
The  existence   of  .Slavery  gives  to   the   compact  aristocracy 
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formed  by  it,  the  absolute  control  of  the  whole  machine  of  State, 
the  appointment  of  Presidents,  the  making  of  laws,  the  dicta- 
tion of  policy.  It  is  the  means  whereby  they  hold  the  keys  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  Nation.  AVhen  did  an  aristocracy  ever 
resign  the  element  which  gave  them  their  power,  as  long  as ' 
they  could  hold  on  to  it?  The  English  aristocracy,  doubtless, 
know  that  if  the  laws  relating  to  land,  by  virtue  of  which  they 
have  in  times  past  governed  the  Nation,  and  which  still  render 
them  so  potential  in  it,  were  abrogated,  it  would  be  for  the 
general  good  of  the  people,  and  perhaps  for  their  own  wealth; 
but  have  they  ever  been  willing,  as  a  body,  to  relinquish  any  of 
the  privileges  which  gave  them  their  pohtical  supremacy,  except 
upon  strong  compulsion  ?  Much  less  an  aristocracy  founded  on 
ownership  in  human  flesh,  and  vastly  farther  removed  from 
popular  and  political  influences,  than  the  landed  aristocracy  of 
England. 

It  is  true  that  absolute  starvation  might  bring  the  Slaveholders 
to  terms;  but  it  by  no  moans  follows  that  because  the  culture 
of  cotton  is  the  only  })rofitable  way  of  employing  Slave  labor, 
now,  that  no  other  way  could  be  devised,  should  this  fail. 
There  are  other  tropical  productions  to  which  it  may  be  turned. 
The  resources  of  the  earth  are  no  more  exhausted  than  those  of 
.  the  human  mind.  Perhaps  a  portion  of  it  may  yet  be  used  in 
manufacturing  raw  material  to  be  imported  from  India!  Who 
knows  .^  Stranger  things  have  happened.  The  immensely 
increasing  demand  of  our  own  country,  too,  will  help  to  support 
the  system  here.  At  any  rate,  we  may  be  assured,  that  as  long 
as  the  Slaveholder  can  get  labor  enough  out  of  his  Slave  to 
keep  him  alive,  he  will  cling  to  his  system.  Wealth  is  but  a 
very  secondary  consideration  with  him.  The  state  of  things  is 
widely  different  now,  from  what  it  was  at  the  point  of  time  just 
preceding  the  introduction  of  cotton.  Then  it  stood  upon  its 
own  strength.  Now,  we  have  clothed  it  with  our  own.  Then, 
it  was  a  tottering  institution,  trembling  to  its  fall.  Now,  we 
have  propped  it  up  with  the  whole  physical  and  moral  force  of 
the  whole  country.  Then,  Slavery  was  in  extremis,  and  there 
was  none  so  poor  as  to  do  her  reverence.  Now,  she  can  stand 
against  the  world,  for  we  have  placed  the  crown  of  our  Repub- 
lican sovereignty  on  her  head  and  the  sceptre  of  dominion  in 
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her  hand.  Her  atliliide  is  a  vely  different  one  now  from  what 
it  was  sixty  years  since.  East  India  cotton  will  make  one  of 
the  elements  of  her  overthrow,  we  doubt  not;  but  it  will  by  no 
means  be  the  only  one.  The  very  length  of  time  required  for 
the  successful  issue  of  that  experiment  will  give  so  sagacious 
and  wily  a  power  as  Slavery  ample  opportunity  to  provide  for 
its  own  interests. 

SCOTLAND. 

The  dealings  of  the  faithful  and  tireless  Abolitionists  of  Scot- 
land  with  the  recreant  Free  Church  for  its  striking  hands  with 
men-stealers,  have  been  maintained  unflinchingly  since  we 
last  gave  an  account  of  them.  The  Glasgow  Emancipation 
Society,  which  Mr.  Garrison  lias  well  described  as  "  an  honor 
to  Scotland;"  the  Scottish  Anti- Slavery  Society,  which  sprung 
into  existence  in  the  presence  of  that  wickedness  as  its  natural 
antagonist ;  and  other  bodies  and  individuals  have  been  instant 
in  season  and  out  of  season  in  this  just  and  necessary  work. 
Although  the  Pro- Slavery  party  in  the  Free  Church  has  lost  its 
leader,  since  our  last  Report,  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Chalmers, 
whose  sectarian  complicity  with  the  Southern  men-thieves  has 
left  a  blot  upon  his  fame  which  v.'^ill  endure  as  long  as  his 
memory  lasts,  still  its  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Slaveholding  fellow- 
ship seems  to  be  undiminished  under  the  guidance  of  its  yet 
surviving  blind  guides,  Drs.  Candlish  and  Cunningham.  We 
have  the  satisdiction  of  knowing,  however,  that  the  Free 
Church  is  feeling  the  effects  of  its  crime  and  its  blunder  in  the 
diminution  of  its  influence  and  the  loss  of  public  respect  and 
confldence. 

The  Ptev.  Dr.  Ritchie  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jeffreys  distinguished 
themselves  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Emancipa- 
tion Society,  by  the  clearness  of  statement  and  elocpience  of 
appeal  with  which  they  set  forth  the  doings  of  the  Free  Church 
in  the  matter  of  Slavery,  and  exposed  their  wickedness.  The 
Rev.  Isaac  Nelson,  of  BelHast,  who  is  honorably  remembered  as 
one  of  the  few  found  faithful  at  the  meeting  to  form  the  Alli- 
ance, in  London,  delivered  an  Address  at  Glasgow  and  after- 
wards at  Edinburgh,  at  the  request  of  the  Free  Church  Anti- 
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Slavery  Society,  on  the  relations  of  that  Church  to  Slavery, 
and  considering  also  the  proceedings  of  the  Evangelical  Alli- 
ance from  the  same  point  of  view.  This  lecture  has  since  been 
printed  in  a  cheap  forni,  and  we  trust  has  had  the  wide  circu- 
lation which  it  deserves.  In  this  good  work  these  Abolitionists 
had  the  assistance  for  a  portion  of  the  year  from  our  indomitable 
fellow-laborer,  Henry  C.  Wright,  whose  labors  in  that  behalf 
never  flagged  nor  wearied  as  long  as  he  remained  upon  the  soil. 

During  this  year,  also,  the  Scottish  people  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  for  themselves  a  specimen  of  a  class  of  which  they 
had  almost  doubted  the  existence,  —  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
who  publicly  justified  Slavery  on  its  merits,  as  a  humane  and 
Scriptural  institution.  This  was  the  Rev.  Alexander  Campbell, 
of  Virginia,  well-known  in  his  section  of  country,  as  the  founder 
of  a  sect  bearing  his  own  name,  who,  in  company  with  one  like 
unto  himself,  visited  Scotland  for  the  pious  purpose  of  instruct- 
ing the  inhabitants  thereof  in  "  Primitive  Christianity "  and 
"  Christian  Union."  He  displayed  his  real  character,  however, 
so  palpably,  at  the  very  outset  of  his  career  at  Edinburgh,  that 
he  was  allowed  no  peace,  thenceforward.  Wherever  he  went 
his  character  had  gone  before  him,  and  he  found  the  walls 
placarded  with  warnings  to  the  people  to  beware  of  him,  and 
champions  ready  to  do  battle  for  the  right. 

The  Scottish  Abolitionists,  especially  those  of  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow,  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  friends  of  the  Slave  every- 
where, for  the  resolute  and  persevering  manner  in  which  they 
followed  up  and  exposed  this  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  that  had 
stolen  into  their  fold.  The  R.ev.  James  Ptobertson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, Secretary  of  the  Scottish  Anti- Slavery  Society,  particu- 
larly distinguished  himself  by  the  diligence  and  zeal  with  which 
he  gave  himself  to  the  chase  of  this  unclean  beast.  He 
pursued  him  from  city  to  city,  and  from  all  that  appears,  seems 
to  have  fairly  hunted  him  out  of  the  country. 

We  congratulate  our  Scottish  friends  upon  the  beneficial 
results  that  must  flow  from  their  fidelity  in  this  matter.  It  has 
been  a  "  strengthening  occasion"  to  themselves  as  well  as  to 
us.  We  commend  to  their  clear  vision  all  who  go  among  them 
with  especial  pretensions  to  holiness.  The  Anti- Slavery  test  is 
an  excellent   one  to  separate   the  gold  from  the  dross,  —  the 
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precious  frotn  the  vile.  We  entreat  of  them  not  to  be  weary  ia 
well-doing ;  but  to  continue  faithful  and  fearless,  as  they  have 
ever  shown  themselves,  even  to  the  end. 

IRELAND. 

Our  friendly  relations  with  the  steadfast  Abolitionists  of  Ire- 
land remain  unchanged,  and  the  obligations  of  the  cause  to 
them  for  services  and  assistance  of  the  most  valuable  character 
were  never  greater,  than  during  the  last  year.  Their  clearness 
of  corajirehension  of  the  state  of  things  in  this  country,  of  the 
nature  of  the  cause,  and  of  the  difficulties  we  have  to  encoun- 
ter, is  scarcely  less  distinct  than  our  own.  They  have  made 
themselves  one  with  us,  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  we  feel 
ourselves  united  to  them  by  ties  of  no  common  strength.  They 
have  been  assiduous  as  ever  in  their  testimonies  to  Americans 
visiting  their  country,  and  have  done  their  best  to  make  it  clear 
to  all  such  that  Slaveholders  and  Pro- Slavery  men  are  not 
regarded  as  fit  company  for  Irishmen.  Out  of  the  many  faithful 
friends  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  these  good  works,  it  will 
not  be  invidious  to  mention  the  names  of  James  Haughton  and 
Richard  D.  Webb,  as  those  of  two  of  the  chiefest  among  them. 
They  are  not  wearied  by  the  well-doing  of  their  many  years  of 
Anti- Slavery  cooperation  with  us,  but  remain  as  fresh  in  their 
zeal  and  labors  as  in  the  beginning. 

Early  in  the  year  the  first  named  of  these  gentlemen  for- 
warded to  us  an  "  Address  from  the  members  of  the  Cufie-Lane 
Temperance  Society  to  their  countrymen  in  America."  It  was 
brief,  but  of  singular  pith  and  moment;  uttering,  in  glowing 
words,  their  sense  of  the  guilt  of  Slaveholding  or  Pro- Slavery 
Irishmen  in  America,  and  a  burning  expostulation  with  them  for 
their  participation  in  that  wickedness.  It  was  signed  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Spratt,  an  eminent  Catholic  divine,  who  stands  only 
second  to  Father  Matthew  in  tlie  adections  and  confidence  of 
the  Teetotallers  of  Ireland,  and  by  nearly  nine  hundred  others. 
This  address  was  published  as  widely  as  our  means  permitted, 
and  was  exhibited  at  the  Annual  Meeting  at  New  York,  the 
New  England  Convention,  and  other  Auti-Slaverv  assemblies, 
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to  encourage  the  hearts  of  the  beholders  by  the  sight  of  this 
proof  of  Irish  sympathy. 

The  supphes  of  food  which  were  sent  from  America  to  Ire- 
land, during  the  famine  which  afflicted  that  country,  gave  our 
A.nti- Slavery  friends  there,  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
abhorrence  of  Slaveholding.  A  portion  of  these  funds  coming 
from  the  Slaveholding  States,  the  question  was  raised  in  the 
Relief  Committee,  at  Dublin,  whether  they  should  be  received 
or  sent  back.  The  Committee  decided  in  favor  of  retaining 
them,  our  Anti  Slavery  friend  Richard  Allen  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive. This  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  was  con- 
demned, we  believe  unanimously,  by  the  Irish  Abolitionists,  as 
a  partaking  of  the  fruits  of  blood  and  wickedness.  Without 
entering  into  the  casuistry  of  the  point  in  ethics,  whether  the 
money  of  wicked  men  may  be  received  for  good  uses,  the  pre- 
vious conduct  of  the  Committee  in  refusing  the  proceeds  of  a 
benefit  night  at  the  Queen's  Theatre,  in  London,  rendered  them 
fairly  obnoxious  to  censure  for  criminal  inconsistency  of  conduct. 
Having  made  a  distinction  between  gifts,  and  refused  the  money 
of  the  Opera- House  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
obtained,  the  receiving  of  the  Slaveholding  money  was  virtually 
an  approval  of  the  Slaveholding  character.  It  was  a  public 
declaration  that  they  considered  public  singing  and  dancing  as 
a  greater  sin  than  the  public  selling  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren by  auction.  At  any  rate,  the  public  protestation  of  the 
Dublin  Abolitionists  against  this  action,  at  a  time  when  the  land 
was  gaunt  with  famine  and  misery,  was  in  the  highest  degree 
honorable  to  their  moral  courage  and  fidelity  to  principle. 

The  last  year  has  been  marked  in  the  annals  of  Ireland,  and 
of  the  world,  by  the  death  of  the  great  O'Connell.  This  is  no 
place  to  recount  his  history  or  to  pronounce  his  eulogy.  It  is  for 
others  to  tell  of  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  great  movements  for 
the  Relief  of  his  Religion,  for  the  Reform  of  Parliament,  and 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Union.  But  to  his  earnestness  in  the 
cause  of  West  Indian  Emnncipation,  his  readiness  to  denounce 
the  Colonization  Impostures  when  exposed  to  him  by  Mr.  Garri- 
son, his  indignant  contempt  for  Slaveholders  and  their  apologists, 
and  his  consistent  hatred  of  Slavery  and  readiness  to  cooperate 
with  Abolitionists,  we   may  be  permitted  to  pay  the  tribute  of 
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our  ivdmiration  and  gratiludo.  He  died  at  Genoa,  on  the  15th 
of  May,  IS  17,  in  the  7:Jnd  year  of  his  age,  while  upon  a  pil- 
srirnaire  to  the  metropohs  of  his  ancient  Faith,  of  whicii  he  was 
ever  a  zealous  votary  and  a  duteous  son.  But  liis  frame  was 
too  much  shattered  by  his  toils  and  sufferings  to  permit  him  to 
reach  the  presence  of  the  Head  of  his  Church.  Few  men  have 
left  behind  them  a  more  famous  name,  or  one  that  excites  more 
opposite  emotions  in  tlu^  hcarcn-s'  minds.  No  man  of  his  time 
was  better  hated  and  better  loved  than  he.  No  man's  character 
was  submitted  to  such  opposite  constructions.  But  when  the 
evil  and  the  good  that  he  has  left  behind  him  shall  be  pondered 
in  the  impartial  balance  of  posterity,  we  believe  that  his  servi- 
ces in  the  cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  his  recognition  of 
moral  power  and  the  renunciation  of  violence  and  bloodshed  of 
liis  later  years,  will  be  found  to  outAveigh  his  errors,  and  that  he 
will  be  recognized  as  among  the  foremost  of  the  friends  of 
mankind. 

It  would  be  ungrateful,  before  we  leave  the  subject  of  our 
obligations  to  Ireland  and  Irishmen,  not  to  record  the  pleasure 
and  advantage  which  the  Abolitionists  of  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic have  enjoyed  from  the  perusal  of  the  Journal  of  Major 
John  B.  Colthurst,  of  Dripsey  Castle,  while  acting  as  Special 
Magistrate,  under  the  Apprenticeship  Law,  in  the  Island  of 
Barbadoes.  Tins  work,  which  contains  the  best  account  we 
have  ever  yet  seen  of  the  transition  state  of  the  West  India 
Islands  and  of  the  workings  of  the  Apprenticeship  System,  was 
entrusted  by  its  author  to  Mr.  Garrison,  at  the  time  of  his  visit 
to  the  British  Islands,  in  the  year  1846,  and  has  been  for  several 
months  in  the  course  of  publication  in  the  Liberator.  It  has 
excited  much  attention  and  interest,  and  we  hope  yet  to  see 
it  in  a  more  permanent  form.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Cork  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  held  on  the  otli  of  October,  1847,  the  Mayor  of 
Cork  in  the  Chair,  an  Address  was  voted,  and  presented  by  a 
deputation,  to  this  gentleman  in  acknowledgment  to  his  services 
at  that  period  of  his  life,  expressing  their  abhorrence  of  the 
iniquity  of  the  West  India  Immigration  Scheme,  and  their 
sense  of  his  interest  in  the  American  Anti- Slavery  movement, 
as  evinced  by  the  furnishing  of  his  journal  for  publication.  To 
this  Address  Major   Colthurst  made  an  appropriate  reply,  con- 
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taining  testimony  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  Apprenticeship, 
Immigration,  Compensation,  &c.,  to  which  his  experience  and 
observation,  as  well  as  his  personal  character,  give  the  highest 
value. 

FREDERICK     DOUGLASS. 

Since  our  last  Report  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  welcom- 
inar  back  to  the  scene  of  his  earlier  labors  our  friend  and  fellow- 
laborer,  Frederick  Douglass,  after  an  Anti- Slavery  residence  in 
the  British  Islands  of  nearly  two  years.  We  have  expressed 
in  former  Reports  our  sense  of  his  eminent  services  to  our 
cause,  while  thus  occupied.  He  has  left  a  deep  impression 
u]ion  the  public  mind  of  those  countries  by  his  public  and 
private  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  the  Abolition  of  American 
Slavery.  His  condition  as  a  fugitive  Slave,  and  the  fame  that 
went  before  him,  aitractcd  a  degree  of  attention  and  of  expecta- 
-  tion,  which  his  talent,  eloquence,  and  private  excellence,  more 
than  answered  and  gratified.  His  public  labors  were  con- 
tinued in  various  parts  of  the  country  up  to  the  time  of  his 
departure,  and  with  an  increasing  general  interest  in  him 
and  them.  On  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  March,  a  farewell 
soiree  was  given  to  Mr.  Douglass,  in  London,  at  the  London 
Tavern,  at  which  Mr.  Thompson  presided,  and  at  Avhicli  many 
of  the  most  distinguished  persons  connected  witli  tlie  Anti- 
Slavery  movement  assisted.  On  this  festive  occasion  Mr. 
Douglass  took  his  leave  of  his  friends  and  of  Great  Britain,  in 
a  speech  replete  with  sensibility  and  eloquence. 

Mr.  Douglass  proceeded  to  Liverpool,  to  sail  for  Boston  in  the 
Cambria,  on  the  4th  of  April,  in  which  steamer  he  had  engaged 
and  paid  for  a  cabin  passage.  Almost  at  the  moment  of  sailing, 
however,  he  was  informed  that  his  berth  was  given  to  another, 
and  that  he  could  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  the  vessel 
except  on  condition  of  exclusion  from  an  equality  of  privileges 
with  the  other  passengers.  Mr.  Douglass  was  compelled  by  the 
shortness  of  time  for  consultation  and  consideration  to  submit 
to  these  terms;  although  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  coidd  have 
recovered  exemplary  damages  of  the  Company  had  he  been 
able  and  disposed  to  remain  for  the  purpose,  of  prosecuting  a 
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suit  at  law.  lie  addressed  a  letter,  liowcvcr,  stating  the  facts 
to  the  Liverpool  Mercury,  which  called  forth  a  loud  and  une- 
quivocal burst  of  indignation  from  almost  every  i)ress  in  Great 
Britain,  from  the  London  Times,  downwards.  The  effect  of 
this  expression  of  o[union  was  a  i)ublic  comnumication  from  Mr. 
Cunard,  himself,  disclaiming  the  ])roceedings  of  his  agents,  and 
pledging  himself  that  a  like  occurrence  should  never  happen 
again.  The  captain  of  the  Caud)ria  did  everything  in  his 
power  to  make  Mr.  Douglass's  passage  agreeable,  resigning  his 
own  state-room  for  his  accommodation,  and  he  met  with  much 
attention  from  many  of  his  fellow-passengers.  But  this  was, 
after  all,  only  gilding  the  chains  which  the  Company's  agents 
had  fastened  upon  his  limbs,  in  compliance  with  the  base  and 
cruel  prejudice  of  their  American  customers. 

Mr.  Douglass  was  joyfully  welcomed  by  his  many  friends  in 
this  country  upon  his  arrival.  On  the  23d  of  April,  a  Pv,eception 
Meeting  was  held  at  the  Lyceum  Hall,  in  Lynn,  his  place  of 
residence  at  that  time,  which  was  addressed  by  Messrs.  Garri- 
son and  Buffum,  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Douglass.  On  the  evening 
of  May  3d,  a  great  Meeting  of  Welcome  was  held  in  the  Bel- 
knap Street  Church,  which  gave  Mr.  Douglass  an  enthusiastic 
reception.  It  was  addressed  by  the  chairman,  —  Mr.  Nell,  Mr. 
Garrison,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips,  and  several  other  gentlemen, 
and  had  the  greatest  possible  success.  Subsequently,  at  the 
time  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Anti- Slavery  So- 
ciety, at  New  York,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  colored  people 
held  for  the  same  purpose,  which  was  in  the  highest  degree 
animated  and  enthusiastic. 

Mr.  Douglass  was  not  permitted  to  leave  England  without 
substantial  proofs  of  the  regard  of  his  English  friends.  The 
circumstance  that  he  was  still,  in  the  eye  of  American  law,  a 
Slave  for  whom  there  was  no  city  of  refuge  on  the  American 
soil,  suggested  to  some  of  them  the  fitness  of  their  sucing  out 
his  patent  of  American  citizenship,  by  paying  the  price  of  his 
head.  A  negotiation  was  accordingly  entered  into  with  his 
owner,  and  he  was  redeemed  from  his  captivity.  This  trans- 
action has  raised  questions,  both  as  to  its  propriety  and  expe- 
diency, among  the  best  friends  of  Mr.  Douglass,  and  of  the 

Slave,  into  which  wc  do  not  propose  to  enter.     But  no  one  can 
4# 
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question  the  benevolent  spirit  which  prompted  this  measure  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Abolitionists.  Besides  this  instance  of 
their  liberality,  however,  a  sum  of  money  amounting  to  nearly 
£500,  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  press  and 
types  to  enable  Mr.  Douglass  to  establish  a  newspaper,  as  the 
organ  of  the  colored  people.  Upon  consultation  with  his  friends 
here,  however,  he  decided  on  abandoning,  or  postponing,  this 
plan ;  and  the  amount  contributed,  was  remitted  in  money. 
But  on  accompanying  Mr.  Garrison  in  his  tour  to  Ohio,  of  which 
we  shall  presently  speak,  he  found  a  state  of  things  existing 
which  seemed  to  him  to  warrant  the  experiment.  He  has, 
accordingly,  estabhshed  himself  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  com- 
menced the  publication  of  the  North  Star,  with  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year. 

Although  it  is  a  question  upon  which  his  friends  will  con- 
tinue to   entertain  different  opinions,  whether  or  not  this  is  the 
way  in  which  the  great  talents  of  Mr.  Douglass  may  be  best 
exerted  for  the  redemption  of  the    Slave;    still  it  can  be  no 
question  whether  a  newspaper  conducted  with  the  ability  which 
will  be  sure  to  mark  the  North   Star,  and  informed  by  the  un- 
compromising spirit  of  hostihty  to  Pro- Slavery,  in  Church  and 
in    State,   whether  it   assume   the   name  and  shape  of  Anti- 
Slavery,  or  appear  in  its  own  proper  garb,  can  fail   to  be  a 
potent  instrumentality  for  good.     His  services  must  be  great 
and  important,  be  they  rendered  in  what  shape  they  may,  and 
his  influence  cannot  but  be  widely  felt,  let  it  be  put  forth  in 
whatever   direction   he    may   think   best.       We    shall    heartily 
regret,  in  common  with  all  his  other  personal  and  Anti- Slavery 
friends,  in  New  England,  his  removal  to  so  great  a  distance. 
But  we   shall   endeavor  to  check  whatever  is   selfish   in   this 
feeling,  by  the  recollection  that  the  field  of  such  a  reaper  is  the 
world,  and  that,  be  he  where  he  may,  he  must  needs  find,  or 
make  a  harvest.     He  will  be  folloAved  to  his  new  home,  and  his 
nev/  sphere  of  usefulness,  by  the  ardent  good  wishes  and  the 
confident  hopts  of  his  many  friends,  in  this  his  first   home  of 
freedom.    We  believe  that  they  will  all  be  glad  to  do  wliat  they 
may  to  further  his  plans,  and  to  make  them  as  successful  as  he 
can  desire.     It  will  ever  rejoice  their  hearts  to  hear  of  his  use- 
fulness and  prosperity.     And  it  will  be  their  unanimous  wish 
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and  hope  that  Ibis  change  of  abode  and  variation  of  pursnit, 

may  b 

other. 


may  be  iu  the  highest  degree  conducive  to  the  one  and  to  the 


ANNUAL    MEETING    OF    THE    AMERICAN    ANTI-SLAVERY    SOCIETY. 

The  Anniversary  of  the  National  Society  vi^as  held  at  New 
York,  in  the  Tabernacle,  on  Tuesday,  May  11,  Mr.  Garrison, 
the  President,  in  the  chair.  The  audience  was  unusually  large 
and  exceedingly  attentive.  It  was  addressed  at  length  by  Mr. 
Wendell  Phillips  and  Mr.  Douglass,  whose  recei)tion  was 
gratifying  in  the  highest  degree.  Mr.  Garrison  introduced  Mr. 
Douglass  in  a  speech  which  told  of  the  difference  l)etwcen  the 
treatment  he  had  received  from  the  peo[)le  of  Great  Britain  and 
that  which  awaited  him  on  these  shores.  The  speeches  of 
Messrs.  Phillips  and  Douglass  were  of  the  very  highest  order  of 
their  respective  styles  of  oratory,  and  were  greatly  effective. 

The  business  meetings  were  held  at  the  Apollo  Ptooms,  and 
continued  through  the  usual  three  days.  The  attendance  was 
unusually  large,  and  the  spirit  and  zeal  evinced  of  the  most  en- 
couraging nature.  The  principles  of  the  Society  were  reaffirm- 
ed, its  position  as  to  State  and  Church  defined  anew,  the 
principal  events  of  the  previous  year  briefly  characterized,  spu- 
rious ADolitionism  exposed,  our  obligations  to  the  living  and  the 
.dead  of  other  lands  recognized,  and  the  whole  Anti- Slavery 
field  brought  within  the  range  of  its  action.  Plans  of  operations 
were  discussed,  and  funds  raised  and  pledged  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  Evening  meetings  were,  for  the  first  time,  held,  and 
with  the  best  effect.  An  occasional  interruption,  through  the 
tact  and  courtesy  of  the  meeting  and  its  officers,  was  made  only 
to  increase  the  interest  of  the  occasion.  Friends  were  present 
from  distant  parts  of  the  Union,  among  whom  we  were  rejoiced 
to  greet  the  Rev.  James  W.  Walker,  of  Ohio,  whose  abandon- 
ment of  the  Third  Party,  and  his  fidelity  in  his  ecclesiastical 
relations,  had  prepared  us  to  honor  liiin.  The  meeting  was 
admitted  to  be,  on  all  hands,  one  of  the  most  spirited  and 
animating  that  we  have  ever  held. 
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THE    NEW    ENGLAND    CONVENTION. 

The  last   Convention,  which  bears  the  name  of  New  En""- 
land,  bnt  which  is  in  fact  one  of  the  truest  Anti- Slavery  spirits 
of  the   whole  country,  was  no  whit  behind  any  of  its  prede- 
cessors  in  any  good  words  or  works.     It  occurs  during  a  week 
of  anniversaries,  every  hour  of  wliich  is  filled  up  with  those  of 
various  sectarian  bodies  and  benevolent  associations;  yet  there 
is  none  of  them,  nor  all  of  them  put  together,  that  excites  so 
much  interest  and  conversation,  as  the  sessions  of  the  New 
England  Convention.     A  better  one  was  never  held,  as  far  as 
its  numbers  and  character,  and  the  quality  of  the  speaking  were 
concerned,   than  this.     It  was  held   in   the  Hall  formerly  the 
Marlboro'  Chapel,  but  recently  occupied  by  the  Chinese  Museum,^ 
which,  though  spacious  in  its  accommodations,  was  uncomfort- 
able to  the  audience,  and' difficult  for  the  speakers,  owing  to  its 
dismantled   condition.      Notwithstandinir   these    disadvantages, 
the  hall  was  thronged  to  its  utmost  cajiacity,  and  the  speaking 
could  hardly  have  been  better  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances.     Besides    Messrs.     Garrison,    Piiillips,    Remond, 
Pillsbury,  Foster,  W.  II.   Channing,  Theodore  Parker,   Stetson 
and  others  of  the  speakers  to  whose  words  we  are  accustomed 
to  listen,  we  were  for  the  first  time  in  this  Convention,  cheered 
by  the  voices  of  Mrs.  Lucretia  Mott,  of  Philadelphia,  of  Mrs. 
Jane   Elizabeth  Jones,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Wilham  W.  Brown,  (a 
fugitive   Slave,)  recently  of  New  York.     The  eflect  upon  the 
great  numbers  that,  at  various  times,  were  present,  must  have 
been  of  an  arousing  and  suggestive  nature. 

The  Convention  was  made  especially  rememberable  to  those 
who  have  been  in  the  h-abit  of  attending  these  assemblies  in 
former  years,  by  its  being  the  last  time  in  which  we  looked 
upon  the  venerable  presence  and  listened  to  the  honored  voice 
of  Seth  Sprague.  This  Anti- Slavery  patriarch  availed  himself 
of  this  last  interview  with  the  friends  with  whom  he  had  acted 
for  so  many  years,  to  express  his  entire  consent  to  the  doctrine 
of  "  No  Union  with  Slaveholders,"  which  he  had  never  done 
before  in  its  fullest  extent.  His  last  words  were  words  of 
blessing  and  encouragement.  He  went  from  this  assembly  to 
his  dealh-bed,  leaving  a  precious  memory  behind  him. 
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The  evening  sessions  of  the  Convention  were  not  without 
the  testimony  to  the  popular  idea  of  the  rights  of  Abolitionists, . 
that  is  borne  by  Pro- Slavery  disturbance.  Riotous  demonstra- 
tions were  made  upon  the  two  last  evenings  of  the  Convention, 
which,  to  some  extent,  interrupted  the  proceedings.  They  were 
overborne,  however,  by  the  patience  of  the  audience  and  the 
power  of  the  speakers.  In  despite  of  the  rioters,  the  severest 
things  that  could  be  said  on  Church  and  State,  by  Mr.  Remond 
and  Mr.  Pillsbury,  were  heard,  and  Mr.  riiillips  closed  the  last 
evening,  as  he  had  done  the  previous  one,  with  a  speech  which 
was  heard  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  gave  a  golden 
conclusion  to  the  whole  matter. 

The  chief  drawback  upon  the  satisfactions  of  the  Convention 
was  the  absence  of  Frederick  Douglass,  whom  multitudes  were 
anxiously  expecting  to  hear  on  this  occasion,  for  the  first  time 
since  his  return  home.  He  had  been  elected  President  of  the 
Convention,  but  was  unable  to  take  his  seat,  or  indeed  to  attend 
any  of  the  sessions,  being  confined  to  his  house  by  severe  ill- 
ness. His  presence  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  have  made 
the  occasion  one  of  unqualified  satisfaction  to  all  in  attendance. 

ANTI-SLAVERY    OPERATIONS. 

During  the  first  part  of  this  year  the  operations  in  this  State 
were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Loring  Moody,  our  General 
Agent,  besides  whose  own  services  we  had  those  of  Messrs. 
Stephen  S.  Foster,  Parker  PilJsbury,  and  Addison  Davis,  by 
whom  meetings  were  held  and  Conventions  attended,  in  various 
parts  of  the  State,  and  with  excellent  efiect.  Shortly  before 
the  Xew  England  Convention,  Messrs.  Joseph  C.  Hathaway, 
Charles  L.  Remond,  and  WilHam  W.  Brown  came  into  the 
State,  and  Ave  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  the  services  of  the  two 
former  gentlemen  until  they  were  removed  to  Western  New 
York,  and  of  the  latter  throughout  the  year.  The  labors  of  Mr. 
Brown  have  been  eminently  acceptable  and  useful,  wherever 
they  have  been  exerted. 

Mr.  Moody  having  resigned  his  post  as  General  Agent  shortly 
before  the  New  England  Convention,  and  the  Board  sub- 
sequently finding  that  the  services  of  the  Ptev.  Samuel  May,  of 
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Leicester,  could  be  secured  for  that  duty,  he  received  the 
appointment  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  the  month  of  June. 
The  services  of  this  gentleman  have  been  of  a  very  various  and 
valuable  description.  The  ability,  industry  and  thorough  fidel- 
ity and  devotion  to  the  cause,  which  had  always  marked  his  cha- 
racter, and  which  had  made  us  desirous  of  securing  his  assistance 
in  this  capacity,  have  been  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  office 
in  a  manner  to  secure  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with 
•whom  he  has  had  to  do.  He  has  conducted  our  operations  with 
efficiency  and  economy,  and  made  our  small  supplies  of  men 
and  money  go  as  far  as  they  possibly  could.  We  trust  that  we 
may  long  enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  services.  We  have  been 
fortunate  enough,  too,  to  retain  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Moody, 
who  has  acted  for  the  chief  of  the  time  since  he  relinquished 
the  General  Agency,  as  a  financial  Agent,  with  assiduity  and 
success. 

Mr.  May  and  our  other  agents  have  been  almost  continually 
in  the  field,  lecturing,  holding  serial  meetings,  attending  Con- 
ventions and  meetings  of  County  Societies,  procuring  subscribers 
to  Anti- Slavery  papers,  selhng  Anli- Slavery  publications,  collect- 
ing money,  and  otherwise  laboring  in  their  vocation.  In  these 
labors  they  have  had  the  occasional  assistance  of  Messrs.  Garri- 
son, Phillips,  Quincy,  Buflum,  Increase  S.  Smith,  Bliss,  Watson, 
(a  fugitive  from  Slavery,)  and  other  volunteers.  Mr.  Pillsbury 
has  been  in  the  field,  with  great  success,  during  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  year,  and  Mr  Douglass  and  Mr.  Foster  for  portions  of  it. 
The  amount  of  Anti- Slavery  work  done,  considering  the  means 
at  our  disposal,  we  believe  will  compare  favorably  with  the  result 
of  any  former  year. 

Early  in  the  summer  President  Polk  visited  Boston,  upon  a  tour 
to  the  Eastern  States.  We  felt  it  to  be  incumbent  upon  us  as 
your  representatives,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Slaves,  to 
make  the  same  demand  of  him  that  we  had  addressed  to  his 
predecessor,  John  Tyler,  on  the  occasion  of  his  Bunker's  Hill 
visit, —  that  he  should  emancip.\te  his  Slaves!  Accordingly, 
an  Address  was  prepared  by  our  direction,  by  Mr.  Garrison,  to 
this  effect,  brief,  cogent  and  impressive,  and  proper  measures 
were  taken  to  obtain  an  opportunity  of  presenting  it  to  him. 
We  hardly  need  say  that  no  such  opportunity  was  afforded  us. 
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But  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  letter  requesting  the  hitevview, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Address,  reached  his  hands  ;  —  so  that, 
substantially,  our  imrpose  was  answered,  as  well  as  our  duty 
done. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  we  prepared  a  Memorial  to 
the  Legislature,  requesting  that  body  "  immediately  to  call  a 
Convention  of  the  people  of  this  Coinmonwealth,  to  determine 
what  measures  shall  be  taken  for  protecting  their  rights  and  lib- 
erties, and  for  a  peaceful  SECESSION  FROM  THE  AMERI- 
CAN UNION,"  for  sundry  reasons  immediately  following. 
This  memorial  we  have  scattered  undely  through  the  State,  ac- 
companied by  a  circular,  urging  upon  those  to  whom  they  were 
sent,  to  ])rocure  as  many  signatures  as  i)ossible  in  their  neighbor- 
hoods, for  the  ])urpose  of  being  laid  before  the  General  Court,  at 
its  present  session.  In  this  work  w^e  earnestly  ask  your  active 
cooperation.  We  believe  that  a  great  number  of  names  can  be 
obtained  to  these  petitions,  sufficient  to  secure  a  respectful  con- 
sideration of  them  in  the  legislature,  and  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  country  to  the  subject.  We  trust  that  no  time  may  be  lost 
in  despatching  this  urgent  and  necessary  work. 

In  other  parts  of  the  country  the  Anti- Slavery  agitation  has 
been  kept  aUve  by  the  well-tried  instrumentalities  of  the  press 
and  the  voice.  The  National  Anti-Slavery  Standard  has  main- 
tained the  high  character  for  ability,  thoroughness  and  literary 
excellence  which  its  present  editor  has  impressed  upon  it,  since 
he  has  had  it  under  his  charge.  The  Pennsylvania  Freeman, 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylva- 
iiian  Anti- Slavery  Society,  and  the  Anti- Slavery  Bugle,  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  have  maintained  their  hold  upon 
the  confidence  of  the  Abolitionists  of  their  several  Slates  and  of 
the  country  at  large.  In  New  York  the  American  Society  main- 
tained an  agency  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hathaway,  mainly  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  subscribers  to  the  Standard,  from  early  in 
the  summer  until  the  close  of  the  year.  Besides  Mr.  Hathaway, 
Messrs.  Remond,  Hudson,  Lewis  Haydcn,  Nelson  Bostwick, 
Stebbins,  J.  C.  Hoi  ley  have  been  employed  in  that  field.  Dr.  Hud- 
son and  Mr.  Ilayden  are  still  engaged  in  this  j)ortion  of  tlie  country, 
upon  the  same  mission,  and  we  believe  with  encouraging  success. 
In  Pennsylvania  the  Messrs.  Burleigh,  assisted  occasionally  by 
Mrs.   Mott  and  other  friends,  and  in  Ohio,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones, 
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Messrs.  Brooke,  Bassett,  J.  W.  Walker,  H.  W.  Curtis,  V. 
Nicholson,  N.  Selby  and  others,  have  borne  up  the  testimony  of 
the  American  Anti- Slavery  Society  of  "  No  Union  with  Slave- 
holders !  "  The  tight  has  been  well  fought,  and  the  faith  well 
maintained,  as  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  wherever  the 
true  cross  has  been  assumed  and  the  true  faith  received.  "We 
beheve  that  the  genuine  Anti- Slavery  Movement  never  occu- 
pied firmer  or  higher  ground  than  it  does  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  year.  May  its  close  bear  witness  to  a  loftier  position, 
won  by  a  purer  consecration  of  our  lives  and  labors  to  the  Great 
Principle  and  Purpose  which  binds  us  together  I 

PUBLICATIONS. 

Last  spring,  Mr.  Wendell  Phillips  collected  in  a  pamphlet  the 
papers  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  Standard,  in  reply  to  the 
work  of  Mr.  Lysander  Spooner  upon  the  Unconstitutionality  of 
Slavery.  The  ingenious  sophistry  of  Mr.  Spooner  was  of  no 
consequence,  excepting  in  as  far  as  it  Avas  made  the  means  of 
blinding  the  eyes  of  persons  unaccustomed  to  the  construction 
of  laws,  and  of  reconciling  them  to  give  their  support  to  the 
chief  political  bulwark  of  Slavery,  under  the  delusive  idea  that 
it  might  be  made  an  instrument  of  its  destruction.  It  is  no  easy 
task  to  prove  an  axiom,  and  that  which  Mr.  Phillips  had  under- 
taken was  little  less  than  this.  It  was  like  endeavoring  to  re- 
fute an  antagonist  wdio  should  maintain  that  there  is  no  regal  or 
aristocratic  element  in  the  British  Constitution.  Mr.  Phillips, 
however,  performed  his  task  with  great  acuteness,  learning  and 
wit,  which  must  prevent  the  necessity  of  the  work  ever  being 
done  again.  He  published  this  edition  of  five  thousand  copies, 
at  his  own  expense,  and  presented  it  to  the  American  and  Mas- 
sachusetts Anti- Slavery  Societies!  The  demand  for  the  work  in 
Ohio  and  New  York,  the  chief  fields  of  the  late  Liberty  Party, 
has,  we  believe,  nearly  exhausted  the  edition.  But  the  aban- 
donment of  the  doctrine  of  the  Anti- Slavery  character  of  the 
Coiistitution,  by  the  Convention  at  Buffalo,  which  virtually  dis- 
solved it  by  adopting  the  nomination  of  the  Independent 
Democrats,  having  removed  the  bane,  has  done  away  with  the 
necessity  of  the  antidote.  Another  edition  will  not,  therefore 
be  published  at  present. 


FOURTH  OF  JULY  AND  FIRST  OF  AUGUST.  49 

Later  in  the  year,  William  W.  Brown  published  the  Narrative 
of  his  Life,  while  in  Slavery  and  since  his  escape.  His  story 
was  deeply  interesting  and  well  told.  It  was  of  a  nature  to 
arouse  attention  to  the  character  of  the  system  under  which  he 
had  sufiered,  and  to  excite  a  yet  stronger  detestation  of  it.  It  has 
been  an  instrumentality  of  great  good  to  the  cause  to  which  the 
author  has  devoted  himself,  his  experience  and  his  talents.  We 
are  happy  to  learn  that  the  first  edition  having  been  exhausted 
in  a  few  months,  IMr.  Brown  has  issued  a  new  and  enlarged  edi- 
tion of  his  Narrative,  with  an  Appendix.  We  commend  it  to  all 
Abolitionists  as  a  most  cfTectnal  medium  for  the  dissemination  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  Slavery  among  the  people. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY  AND  FIRST  OF  AUGUST. 

The  holiday  afforded  by  the  Fonrth  of  July,  was  devoted  to  a 
better  purpose  than  the  exaggeration  of  our  National  character 
and  pretensions,  by  the  members  of  this  Society.  An  Anti- 
Slavery  pic-nic  was  held,  under  the  anspices  of  this  Board,  in  a 
beautifid  2:rove  in  Waltham,  and  attended  by  large  numbers 
from  the  city  and  surronnding  country.  The  weather  was 
delightfully  propitious.  The  audience  was  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Garrison,  W.  I.  Bowditch,  Buffam,  White,  Weiss,  Stetson,  W. 
H.  Channing,  Brown,  and  other  gentlemen.  A  vohmlary  choir 
increased  the  interest  and  effect  of  the  occasion  by  their  Anti- 
Slavery  songs.  The  success  of  the  occasion  was  entire.  The 
day  was  also  appropriately  observed  at  Plymouth,  Princeton,  and 
other  places. 

The  First  of  August,  however,  has  long  since  succeeded  to 
the  place  of  the  Fourth  of  July  in  the  regard  of  all  lovers  of 
impartial  liberty,  as  the  true  jubilee  of  Freedom.  The  First 
occurring  on  Sunday,  arrangements  were  made  by  us  for  holding 
an  open  air  meeting  in  Tenean  Grove,  in  Dorchester,  on  the  day 
preceding.  Unfortunately,  the  weather  proved  most  unpropitious, 
and  compelled  the  m.eetingto  hold  its  sessions  in  the  vestry  of  a 
neighboring  church,  besides  curtailing  it  of  its  fair  proportions.  A 
goodly  and  increasing  audience  assembled,  however,  which  was 
addressed  by  Messrs.  May,  Brown,  Buffum,  Quincy,  Pillsbury, 
Garrison,  Bowditch,  Moody,  and  others  In  the  afternoon,  the 
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numbers  assembled,  and  the  improved  state  of  the  weather, 
rendered  an  adjournment  to  the  grove  convenient,  as  well  as 
possible,  and  the  meeting  terminated  in  the  most  prosperous 
manner.. 

The  day  was  also  duly  celebrated  at  Worcester  and  at  New 
Bedford,  on  Sunday ;  and  on  Monday  the  colored  citizens  of 
Boston  evinced  their  joyful  sense  of  the  event  of  which  it  was 
the  Anniversary,  by  a  procession  through  the  city,  and  a  dinner 
in  a  neighboring  town.  The  respectability  of  the  appearance  of 
the  procession  excited  general  remark  on  the  part  of  all  specta- 
tors, and  the  entire  respect  which  was  paid  to  it  by  the  crowded 
streets,  so  different  from  the  disgraceful  demonstrations  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  was  a  proof  that  if  the  modern  aboli- 
tion movement  has  done  nothing  else,  it  has  improved  the  con- 
dition of  the  free  man  of  color  among  ourselves. 

MR.    garrison's    visit    TO    THE    WEST. 

The  last  year  was  made  a  memorable  one  to  the  Abolition- 
ists of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  by  a  brief  visit  of  Mr.  Garrison, 
which  was  well  filled  with  Anti- Slavery  labor,  as  long  as  he 
continued  in  those  States.     We  regret  that  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  do  more  than  indicate  the  line  of  his  meetings,  without  going 
into  the  details  of  their  triumphant  success.     Immediately  after 
the  meeting  on  the  first  of  August,  Mr.  Garrison  proceeded  to 
Norristown,  Pa.,  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Anti- Slavery  Society.     This  meeting  lasted  three 
days  and  was  attended  by  great  throngs  of  people.     The  pres- 
ence of  Mr.   Douglass   helped  to  swell  the  interest  and   the 
enthusiasm  of  the  occasion.     Thence  Mr.   Garrison,  accompa- 
nied by  Ml".  Douglass,  proceeded  to  Harrisburg,  the  capital  of 
the  State,  the  inhabitants  of  which  distinguished  themselves  by 
a  mob,  which  broke  up  the  meeting  in  a  riotous  and  disgraceful 
manner.     At  Pittsburg,  however,  he  met  with  the  warmest  of 
welcomes,  and  his  meetings  were  brilliantly  successful.     From 
Pittsburgh  Mr.  Garrison  and  his  companion  proceeded  to  New 
Lyme,  Ohio,  where  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  American 
Anti- Slavery  Society  was  held.     This  anniversary  was  greatly 
successful,  many  persons  having  travelled  hundreds  of  miles  to 
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attend  it,  and  to  see  the  face  and  hear  the  voice  of  wliich  they 
had  heard  so  much.  Meetings  were  subsequently  held  at 
Painesville,  Munson,  Twinsburg,  Obcrlin,  Massillon,  Leesburg, 
New  Lisbon,  Warren,  Ravenna,  Cleveland,  and  other  places. 
These  meetings  were  of  the  most  exciting  and  animated  cha- 
racter. Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  collected  to  hear  the 
words  of  Anti-Slavery  Tnilh  from  the  lips  of  the  Pioneer  of  the 
Anti- Slavery  Movement.  A  degree  of  enthusiasm  was  evinced 
almost  unknown  in  these  more  phlegmatic  regions,  and  an 
amount  of  good  must  have  been  done,  incalculable  in  extent 
and  degree.  Besides  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Douglass,  Mr.  Garri- 
son derived  great  help  from  that  of  Samuel  Brooke,  Dr.  Ptich- 
mond,  Dr.  Peck,  Lucretia  Mott,  and  many  other  eloquent  and 
efficient  friends. 

The  last  meeting  in  Ohio  was  held  at  Cleveland,  on  the  11th 
and  r2th  of  September,  and  was  a  fitting  termination  to  the 
briUiant  series.  But  it  was  also,  unfortunately,  the  conclusion 
of  Mr.  Garrison's  services  in  the  field,  for  that  season.  Such  a 
number  of  public  meetings,  held  at  considerable  distances  from 
each  other,  of  so  exciting  and  fatiguing  a  character,  with  all  the 
exposures  incidental  to  travel  and  open-air  meetings,  combined 
to  terminate  his  career  suddenly,  by  a  very  severe  and  alarming 
illness.  By  this  disorder  he  was  confined  at  Cleveland  until 
the  21st  of  October,  when  he  set  out  on  his  homeward  journey, 
in  company  with  Henry  C.  Wright,  who  had  most  kindly  joined 
him,  upon  hearing  of  his  dangerous  condition.  He  arrived  at 
home  on  the  28th,  but  was  not  sufficiently  recovered  from  his 
prostrating  disease  to  resume  his  public  duties  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  year.  We  have  to  acknowledge,  on  behalf 
of  the  Cause,  the  deep  obligations  to  which  the  Abolitionists  of 
this  country  and  of  the  world  are  placed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jones, 
of  Cleveland,  for  the  fraternal  hospitality  and  attentions  he  ex- 
tended to  Mr.  Garrison,  while  his  guest ;  to  Mr.  Brooke,  Mr. 
Wright,  Mr.  Foster,  and  the  multitude  of  kind  friends  besides, 
in  Cleveland,  who  did  all  in  their  power  to  promote  his  comfort 
and  his  recovery.  We  regard  them  as  deserving  of  more  than 
a  private  and  particular  gratitude.  Their  ministrations  were 
services  of  the  highest  nature  rendered  to  the  Cause  itself 
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RETURN     OF    HENRY    C.    WRIGHT. 

The  last  year  has  been  marked  in  our  Anli-Slaveiy  Annals 
by  the  return  to  his  native  land  of  Henry  C.  Wright,  after  an 
absence  of  five  years.  He  took  leave  of  his  multitudes  of  friends 
in  the  British  Islands  in  a  most  interesting  and  touching  letter 
addressed  to  the  Glasgow  Emanci[)ation  Society,  and  sailed 
from  Liverpool  on  the  19th  of  August,  arriving  at  Boston  early 
in  September.  The  years  he  spent  abroad  were  well  be- 
stowed for  the  promotion  of  the  various  great  movements  for  the 
amelioration  of  human  condition  to  which  he  has  devoted  his 
life.  The  agitation  which  is  shaking  the  Free  Cliurch  of  Scot- 
land, arising  from  the  taint  of  the  blood-money,  is  largely  due  to 
his  uncompromising  and  faithful  testimonies  and  labors.  The 
Anti- Slavery  flame  was  perpetually  fanned  and  fed  by  his 
words  and  works,  and  the  hearts  and  hands  of  our  many  friends 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  encouraged  and  strengthened  by 
his  intelligent  zeal  and  perfect  mastership  of  the  subject.  The 
great  doctrine  of  the  Treatment  of  Enemies,  demanded  by  the 
highest  Morality  and  the  truest  Expediency,  also  received  a 
wider  attention  and  a  deeper  consideration  than  had  ever  before 
been  given  to  it.  The  Cause  of  Temperance,  too,  found  in  him 
a  constant  nnd  consistent  champion. 

But  the  World  is  the  field  of  an  expansive  nature  like  that  of 
Mr.  Wright,  and  he  will  be  welcomed  back  to  this  portion  of  it 
by  all  who  desire  to  sec  it  fruitful  of  good  things.  A  sturdy 
husbandman,  like  him,  can  never  find  himself  where  work  is 
not  to  be  done.  And  surely,  there  is  nowhere  that  needs  the 
tilth  and  husbandry  of  the  most  stalwart  laborers  more  than  this 
corner  of  the  Vineyard.  It  was  this  view  of  tilings  that  made 
his  many  friends  and  admirers  in  the  Old  World  willing,  though 
sad,  to  give  him  the  God-speed  when  he  turned  his  face  to- 
wards his  native  land.  He  had  done  them  good  service,  but 
they  saw  that  there  were  others  in  at  least  equal  need  with 
themselves,  crying  to  him,  "Come  over  and  help  us  I "  His 
presence  with  us,  after  his  abode  with  them,  will  make  another 
link  in  the  silver  chain  that  binds  the  Abolitionists  of  the  two 
hemispheres  together,  and  makes  them  of  one  mind  and  of  one 
heart. 
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THE  NATION  AND  SLAVERY. 

The  past  year  has  beeu  fraught,  as  has  every  one  that  has 
preceded  it  in  its  tiight,  with  proofs  that  one  main  purpose  of 
our  national  existence  is  tlie  protection  of  Slavery,  The  Presi- 
dent, in  his  speech  from  the  throne,  speaks  the  words  which  she 
has  put  into  his  mouth.  The  Massaciiusetts  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  St,  James  applies  his  best  energies  to  the  relief  of  the 
Tobacco  Interest.  The  President  calls  upon  Congress  to  com- 
pensate Ruiz  and  Montez  for  the  loss  they  had  suffered  through 
the  successful  rising  of  their  African  victims,  which  even  a 
Slaveholding  United  States  Bench  had  pronounced  justifiable. 
And  that  no  public  evidence  of  our  National  infamy  might  be 
wanting,  but  that  we  might  be  condemned  of  all  nations  out  of 
our  own  mouths,  the  Washinston  "  Union,"  the  Organ  of  the 
Administration,  of  July  3d,  contained  an  advertisement,  offering 
for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  the  13th  of  July  instant,  the 
following  property,  viz. 

"  One  Negro  Woman,  named  Elizabeth,  about  the  age  of 
sixty  years  ;  and  one  Negro  Girl,  named  Caroline,  about  the  age 
of  twenty  years, — seized  and  levied  upon  as  the  property  of 
Henry  Miller,  and  sold  to  satisfy  Judicials,  No.  22,  October  term, 
1847,  in  favor  of  the  Post  blaster  General;  also,  Judicials,  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  and  4,  to  June  term,  1847,  m  favor  of  the  United  States, 
and  against  said  Henry  Miller. 

ALEXANDEPt    HUNTER, 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia!' 

The  sale  took  place,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  were  placed 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  American  People  I  The  time  of  this 
transaction  was  well  chosen.  The  announcement  appeared  on 
the  eve  of  the  great  Feast  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  the  sale  was  consummated  while  the  atmosphere  yet  reek- 
ed with  the  fulsome  breath  of  patriotic  orators  bragging  of 
Liberty  and  Equal  Ptights  I  Are  we  not,  indeed,  a  nation  of 
Slaveholders,  and  is  there  any  immunity  to  be  purchased  for 
any  of  us  except  by  the  cancelling  of  the  bond  sealed  with 
our  brother's  blood  ? 

The  Judicial  Authorities  of  the  Nation  have  also  shown  them- 
selves intelligent  and  fit  depositaries  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
5* 
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them,  of  guarding  the  sanctity  of  Slavery.  Last  winter  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  pronounced  judgment  in  a 
case  which  had  gone  up  on  a  pro  forma  division  of  opinion  in 
the  Court  below,  in  which  it  reaffirmed  its  decision  in  the  infa- 
mous "  Prigg  Case,"  better  known  as  "  Judge  Story's  Decision." 
The  action  was  one  brought  under  the  Act  of  1793,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  which  was  established  by  that  decision,  by  one 
Jones,  against  Isaac  Van  Zandt,  of  Ohio,  ior  the  penalty  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  concealing  and  harboring  a  Fugitive  Slave. 
The  verdict  of  the  jury  and  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  ultimate 
appeal  was  against  the  humane  defendant,  who  did  not  long 
survive  the  decree,  but  found  a  refuge  in  the  grave  from  the 
vexations  and  embarrassments  which  his  country  visited  upon 
him  for  hiding  the  outcast.  As  in  the  Prigg  Case,  the  New 
England  Judge  was  made  the  mouth-piece  of  this  ex})ositioa 
of  the  protection  given  by  our  Constitution  and  Laws  to  human 
rights.  Mr.  Justice  Woodbnry  pronounced  the  opinion  of  the 
Court,  which  affirms  that  "  the  Constitution  itself  flings  its  shield, 
for  security,  over  such  2yroperly  as  is  m  controversy  in  the  present 
case,"  and  that  Slavery  "is  one  of  its  sacred  Comproraises"  I 
The  opinion  concludes  thus  : 

"  Whatever  may  be  the  theoretical  opinions  of  any  as  to  the 
expediency  of  some  of  these  Compromises,  or  of  the  right  of  pro- 
perty in  persons  which  they  recognize,  this  Court  has  no  alter- 
native, while  they  exist,  but  to  stand  by  ihe  Constitution  and 
the  Laws  with  fidelity  to  their  duties  and  their  oaths"  I 

Within  the  short  time  that  has  ela])sed  since  this  decision  was 
made  known,  as  many  as  three  or  four  actions,  in  as  many  diffe- 
rent States,  have  been  prosecuted  to  a  successful  issue  by 
Slaveholders,  agamst  persons  whose  humanity  had  led  them  to 
give  shelter  or  assistance  to  Slaves.  And  these  actions  will, 
undoubtedly,  be  multiplied  in  years  to  come.  Besides  the  judi- 
cial comfort  which  this  recognition  and  puldication  of  a  law, 
supposed  to  be  obsolete,  has  given  to  the  man-stcaler,  the  past 
year  has  borne  witness  to  the  truth  of  our  predictions  as  to  the 
])ractical  operation  of  "  Judge  Story's  Decision."  Under  that 
decision,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  in  numerous  instances, 
persons  not  proved  to  be  Slaves,  and  in  one  or  two,  persons 
known  to  be  free,  liave  been  seized  and  carried  into  hopeless 
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captivity.  By  that  decision  the  Slaveholder  may  seize  and 
carry  back  his  Slave,  without  any  legal  process,  if  he  can  do  it 
without  a  breach  of  the  peace.  Consequently,  the  personal  lib- 
erty of  every  black  man,  and  of  every  white  man,  loo,  is  |)laced 
at  the  mercy  of  a  successful  iiriiptiun  of  kidnappers.  Well  has 
that  decision  been  described  as  "  infamous  ! "  An  infamous  ex- 
position of  an  accursed  Compact  I 
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Notwithstanding  this  protection  given  to  Slavery  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Laws,  we  are  happy  to  know  that  the  ranks  of 
the  Emigration  from  the  South  arc  yearly  swelling  their  num- 
bers. And,  in  s})ite  of  the  terrors  of  the  law,  resistance  has  been 
repeatedly  made  to  attem[)ts  to  re-capture  Slaves,  in  one  case 
terminating  in  the  death  ol'  one  of  the  kidnappers.  A  breach 
of  the  peace  is  a  thing  not  to  be  desired  ;  but  when  a  breach 
of  the  peace  is  made  a  necessary  preliminary  to  a  process  for 
discovering  whether  a  man  belongs  to  himself  or  another,  the 
law  which  requires  it  should  bear  the  blame. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  summer  a  Brazilian  ship  brought  to 
this  country  three  Slaves  as  a  portion  of  its  crew.  Being  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  their  liberty,  a  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was 
sued  out,  and  attempts  made  to  secure  their  rights  according  to 
law.  We  have  not  room  to  recount  all  the  various  steps,  back- 
ward and  forward,  in  this  business,  and  the  most  extraordinary 
decisions  of  the  New  York  Judges.  At  last,  however,  the  Gor- 
dian  knot  was  cut,  by  the  Slaves  suddenly  disappearing  from 
the  gaol  in  which  they  were  detained.  As  they  were,  according 
to  the  last  decision  of  the  last  Judge  that  had  to  do  with  them, 
in  the  custody  of  the  Captain,  no  criminal  oflence  was  commit- 
ted on  the  part  of  any  persons  privy  to  the  escape.  In  the  eye 
of  our  law,  it  was  a  simple  desertion  of  seamen.  At  any  rate, 
the  Brazilian  Captain  had  to  depart  without  them  ;  but  we  are 
hap[)y  to  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  not  suffered  by 
their  change  of  country  and  condition.  Mr.  John  Jay,  their 
Counsel,  distinguished  himself  by  his  professional  labors  in  their 
behalf,  and  Mr.  Gay  and  Mr.  Elias  Smith  are  deserving  of  great 
credit  for  their  services  in  the  same  cause.  . 
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FOREIGN    EMANCIPATION. 

Since  our  last  Report  we  have  been  favored  with  the  sight  of 
the  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  whereby  he  abol- 
ishes Slavery  forever,  in  his  dominions.  As  this  rebuke  to 
American  Pvepublicanism  and  Christianity  by  a  Mahometan 
Despot  is  not  long,  we  copy  it  entire. 

"  From  the  Servant  of  God,  the  Mushir  Ahmed  Basha  Bey, 
Prince  of  the  Tunisian  Dominions, 

To  our  Ally,  Sir  Thomas  Fieade,  Consul- General  of  the  Brit- 
ish Goverument  at  Tunis. 

The  servitude  imposed  on  a  part  of  the  human  kind,  whom 
God  has  created,  is  a  very  cruel  thing,  and  our  heart  shrinks 
from  it. 

It  never  ceased  to  be  the  object  of  our  attention  for  years 
past,  which  we  employed  in  adopting  such  proper  means  as 
could  bring  us  to  its  extirpation,  is  well  known  to  you. 

Now,  therefore,  we  have  thought  jjroper  to  ])ublish  tliat  we 
have  abolished  Men's  Slavery  in  all  our  dominions,  inasmuch 
as  we  regard  all  Slaves  who  are  on  our  territory  as  free,  and  do 
not  recognize  the  legality  of  their  beiug  ke})t  as  a  properly. 

We  have  sent  the  necessary  orders  to  all  the  Governors  of 
our  Tunisian  Kingdom,  and  inform  you  thereof,  in  order  that 
you  may  know  that  all  Slaves  that  shall  touch  our  territory,  by 
sea  or  by  land,  shall  become  free. 

May  you  live  under  the  protection  of  God  I 

Written  in  Moharrem,  12G2,  (2;Jd  January,  1816.") 

And  yet  another  example  has  been  set  to  Man-stealing 
America  by  a  despotic  Prince  of  Europe.  The  Kings  of  the 
North  shall  rise  up  in  judgment  against  this  nation  and  con- 
demn it  I  Action,  which  we  have  long  known  to  have  been  in 
contemplation,  has  at  length  been  taken.  Accounts  from  St. 
Thomas,  to  the  24th  of  September,  inform  us  that  a  Royal  De- 
cree has  been  issued,  proclaiming  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  in 
the  Danish  Colonies.  All  Slaves  under  sixteen  years  of  age 
are  declared  absolutely  free,  from  the  ISlh  of  September. 
Those  above  that  age  are  to  be  held  in  the  condition  of  Appren- 
tices for  four  years  from  that  time. 

The  18th  of  September  is  the  birth-bay  of  the  "  Royal  Dane," 
who  has  thus  wisely  connected  the  new  birth  of  this  portion  of 
his  subjects  into  recognized  humanity,  with  his  own  natal  day. 
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King  Christian,  —  for  such  is  his  style,  — has  certainly  vindicated 
his  right  to  his  baptismal  appellation.  He  has  made  his  reign 
illustrious  in  the  annals,  —  not  of  his  kingdom  only,  but  of  the 
world.  He  has  given  a  much  better  argument  for  despotic 
power,  than  was  ever  urged  by  American  Statesman  or  Doctor 
in  Divinity.  He  is  truly,  as  the  Emiieror  Alexander  said  to 
Madame  DcStael,  of  himself,  "a  happy  accident." 

We  arc  sorry  that  he  has  annexed  the  vexatious  and  mischiev- 
ous condition  of  apprenticesliip,  to  any  part  of  his  boon  of  liberty. 
Four  years  is  too  much  of  life  to  be  taken  from  a  man.  We 
wish  he  had  dissolved  the  whole  enchantment  at  once.  But 
could  he  be  expected  to  be  wiser  in  this  matter  than  his  kindred 
England?  We  prophecy,  however,  that  the  term  of  a^iprentice- 
ship  will  be  greatly  abbreviated,  if  it  be  accepted  at  all,  by  the 
planters  themselves.  Perhaps  the  condition  was  added,  that  the 
masters  might  have  an  opportunity  of  sharing  in  the  act  of  grace, 
by  relinquishing  their  claims  to  the  qualified  servitude  of  their 
former  slaves.  It  is  hardly  possible  they  can  fail  to  have  profit- 
ed by  this  part  of  the  experience  of  the  neighboring  British 
Islands.  At  any  rate.  Slavery  will  soon  be  blotted  from  the  do- 
minions of  another  power.  An  absolute  Northern  Monarch  and 
a  Barbary  Bey  have  followed  the  wise  example  of  the  "  fast- 
anchored  Isle."  France  will  soon  follow.  Spain  cannot  long 
delay.  The  iron  shroud  will  in  time  close  upon  our  own 
republican  despotism.  Three  of  the  windows  of  its  hope  are 
already  vanished.     Its  night  of  death  is  at  haxad. 

ANXr-SLAVERY  FAIRS. 

Again  has  the  Anti-Slavery  Cause  to  thank  the  women  of 
America  and  of  the  British  Islands  for  the  help  they  have  brought 
to  it.  The  Fourteenth  National  Bazaar  surpassed  any  of  its 
predecessors  in  the  beauty  and  value  of  its  stores,  and  equalled 
the  most  prosperous  of  them  in  its  result.  This  circumstance,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  pecuniary  pressure  of  the  times  was 
such  as  had  hardly  ever  been  known  before,  was  justly  consid- 
ered as  triumphant  success.  The  in('efatigable  Anti-Slavery 
women  of  England,  Scotland  and  Irclan  ,  again  evinced  the 
largeness  of  their  views  and  the  Catholicity  of  their  benevolence, 
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by  the  gifts  of  unsurpassed  beauty  and  value,  which  they  poured 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Slave.  This,  in  view  of  the  extraordinary 
drain  upon  their  means  for  ihe  relief  of  their  suffering  country- 
men, was  a  touching  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  their  sympathy 
with  the  American  Slave  and  of  the  clearness  of  their  percep- 
tion of  the  depths  of  degradation  in  which  he  is  plunged,  far 
below  the  lov/est  deep  of  European  poverty  and  oppression. 
The  labors  of  their  American  sisters  were  also  put  forth  with 
increased  energy  and  zeal,  which  showed  that  their  motive- 
power  is  a  principle  and  not  a  sentiment,  —  that  they  have  taken 
up  the  Cross  of  this  Reform,  with  an  intelligent  and  abiding 
purpose,  to  lay  it  down  only  at  the  hour  of  victory. 

The  hall  was  decorated  with  consummate  taste  and  skill,  and 
in  the  evenings  resounded  with  the  eloquence  of  the  choicest 
Anti- Slavery  spirits.  On  one  evening,  Henry  C.  Wright  illus- 
trated his  speech  concerning  the  Anti- Slavery  spirit  of  the 
British  Islands  by  appealing  to  the  Address  of  forty  thousand 
women  of  Scotland,  which  he  had  brought  home  with  him  on 
his  return.  The  endless  line  of  signatures  was  festooned  around 
the  ample  walls,  which  yet  did  not  atford  room  enough  for  a  full 
display  of  them.  It  remained  until  the  close  of  the  Bazaar,  and 
was  an  object  of  much  curiosity  to  visitors  and  of  much  interest 
and  encouragement  to  friends. 

Fairs  were  also  held  at  Weymouth,  New-Bedford  and  else- 
where in  this  State,  and  at  Philadelphia,  New  Lyme,  in  Ohio, 
West  Winfield  and  Rochester,  in  New  York,  and  various  other 
places  in  different  States,  and  in  all  with  excellent  success. 

POLITICAL  PARTIES. 

The  last  year  has  been  one  of  no  little  ferment  in  the  political 
parties  which  divide  among  themselves  the  citizens  of  this  Re- 
public. The  approach  of  the  time  when  another  President  is  to 
be  made  has  had  the  usual  effect  of  making  the  Political  cauldron 
seethe  and  bubble,  and  the  u.3ual  agitation  of  the  scum  which 
naturally  rises  to  its  surface.  Neither  of  the  great  parties  has, 
as  yet,  selected  the  man  whom  it  would  choose  to  reign  over  us, 
when  the  days  of  Mr.  Polk  are  numbered.  But  the  maneeuvres 
of  both,  preliminary  to  the  impending  campaign,  sufficiently  indi- 
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cate  the  character  of  the  tactics  by  which  its  results  will  be  de- 
termined. The  potential  voice  of  the  Slave  Power  must  be 
hstencd  to  by  both.  Neither  is  ready  to  take  a  stand  which  might 
make  it  independent  of  that  supreme  intluence.  They  will  .still 
vie  in  their  endeavors,  each  with  the  other,  to  secure  the  sup- 
port, which,  in  the  present  organization  of  parties,  can  alone 
give  thcni  the  victory.  It  is  only  over  the  prostrate  body  of  the 
Slave  that  either  can  hope  to  reach  the  high  places  of  power 
and  patronage. 

Though  no  regular  nominations  have  been  made,  there  has 
been  no  lack  of  aspirants  to  the  chair  of  State.  General  Taylor, 
Mr.  Clay,  General  Cass,  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  Corwin, 
Mr.  Webster,  Judge  Woodbury,  and  otlier  jioliticians  have  been 
put  forward  by  State  Legislatures,  Party  Conventions,  or  indi- 
vidual nomination,  as  suitable  incumbents  of  that  high  position. 
The  Mexican  War  has  been,  in  efiect,  but  a  })reparatory  skirmish 
which  is  to  usher  in  this  grand  battle.  Both  parties,  and  all 
candidates  are  striving  so  to  use  it  as  to  make  it  ancillary  to 
their  own  objects.  And  there  is  no  reason  to  hope,  that  either, 
or  any,  will  be  scruj)ulous  as  to  the  attitude  they^  assume  in  this 
regard,  so  it  will  improve  their  chances  for  success.  No  consid- 
erable body  of  men  is  ready  to  risk  the  prospects  of  the  [jarties 
with  which  they  are  identilied,  by  making  a  decided  stand 
against  the  shedding  of  our  brother's  blood  or  the  plunder  of  his 
lands  for  the  purposes  of  Slavery.  Vague  and  general  declara- 
tions there  are  enough,  and  there  is  an  honorable  minority  of 
both  parties  determined  to  be  faithful  in  this  behalf,  but  a  reso- 
lute purpose,  pervading  any  considerable  portion  of  either,  to 
hazard  all  upon  the  stake  of  Liberty  or  Slavery,  is  nowhere  to 
be  discerned. 

Last  September,  the  Whigs  of  Massachusetts  held  a  Con- 
vention at  Springfield,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  selecting  a 
candidate  for  Governor  of  the  State ;  but  really,  on  the  part  of 
the  leading  influences  in  it,  for  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Webster  to  the  National  Convention  as  the  Whig  Candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  In  order  to  secure  this  object,  the  Pro- 
Slavery  majority  were  willing  to  yield  minor  points  which  they 
had  insultingly  refused  the  last  year  to  the  Anti- Slavery  minori- 
ty, and  even  to  pass  resolutions  equivalent  to  those  which  they 
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had  then  scouted  from  Faneuil  Hall.  In  addition  to  these  con- 
cessions, Mr.  Webster  himself  was  brought  forward,  and  made 
a  speech  as  satisfactory  to  the  minority  as  he  could  well  make 
it.  In  the  excitement  caused  by  this  speech  the  resolutions 
came  up  for  action.  Mr.  Palfrey  moved  as  an  amendment,  "  that 
the  "Whigs  of  Massachusetts,  will  support  no  man  for  the  offices 
of  President  or  Vice  President,  but  those  who  are  known  by 
their  acts  or  declared  opinions  to  be  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
Slavery."  This  amendment  Mr.  Winthrop  opposed  on  the 
ground,  that  the  Whig  Party  might  have  to  choose  between  an 
extension  candidate  and  defeat  I  This  action  on  his  part,  se- 
cured him  the  Speaker's  Chair,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  who,  by  declining  to  vote,  decided 
that  contest.  The  amendment,  however,  was  pronounced  to  be 
lost,  by  a  very  doubtful  vole,  and  then  the  resolutions,  concluding 
with  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Webster,  passed  without  oppo- 
sition. Thus  anomalous  is  the  position  of  the  Whigs  of  Massa- 
chusetts, that  while  they  denounce  the  War  and  its  objects,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  select  as  their  candidate  a  man  who  had 
just  committed  himself  in  the  fullest  manner  to  the  same  opin- 
ions, they  refuse  to  engage  to  be  faithful  to  their  opinions,  and 
their  choice,  when  they  come  to  be  submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  a 
National  Convention. 

The  history  of  the  Third  Political  Party,  during  the  last  year, 
deserves  a  passing  notice,  since  it  is  probable  that  this  will  be 
the  last  time  that  we  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  it.  Early 
in  the  summer,  a  Convention  was  held  at  Maccdon  Lock,  N.  Y., 
comjiosed  of  persons  usually  acting  with  the  Third  Party,  who 
erected  themselves  into  a  Fourth,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the 
Liberty  League.  Tiiis  organization  distinguished  itself  from 
that  from  which  it  was  a  secession,  by  the  addition  of  eighteen 
articles  to  the  one  Avhich  constituted  the  creed  of  the  latter.  It 
nominated  Messrs.  Gerrit  Smith  and  Elihu  Burritt  as  its  candi- 
dates for  the  Presidency,  and  Vice  Presidency,  and  took  such 
measures  as  seemed  best  to  it  to  secure  their  election.  It  rested 
upon  the  ]ierception  of  the  philosophical  absurdity  of  attempting 
to  build  up  a  political  party  to  success,  upon  a  single  idea.  Its  fal- 
lacy lay  in  proposing  to  build  one  up  upon  nineteen.  Whereas, 
no  political  party  can  hope  for,  or  should  obtain,  political  success, 
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except  througli  the  confidence  of  the  people,  whether  well  or 
ill-placed,  that  it  will  provide  for  all  the  public  interests. 

In  October,  a  Convention  of  the  "  Liberty"  Party  was  held  at 
BulIiUo,  for  the  nomination  of  Candidates.  The  leaders  of  the 
Liberty  League  were  in  attendance  for  the  purpose  of  procuring, 
if  possible,  the  adoption  of  their  candidates  and  creed,  by  the 
Convention,  The  Convention,  however,  showed  tliat  it  was  too 
weary  of  the  impracticable  }>ositiou  in  which  the  Third  Party 
had  stood  so  long,  to  be  disposed  to  exchange  it  for  one  quite  as 
bad.  Accordingly,  it  settled  the  matter  by  nominating  the  Hon. 
John  P.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  candidate  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Democrats  of  his  own  State,  and  thus,  virtually  merg- 
ing themselves  in  thai  Party.  Mr.  Hale  had  declined  permitting 
himself  to  be  made  the  nominee  of  the  "  Liberty"  Party,  until 
he  was  in  the  field  as  the  candidate  of  the  Independent  Demo- 
crats. A  considerable  number  in  the  Convention  were  in  favor 
of  making  no  nomination  until  the  Great  Parties  had  made 
theirs,  in  the  belief  that  one  or  the  other  would  furnish  a  candi- 
date satisfactory  to  all  Anti- Slavery  voters.  And  the  opinion 
was  expressed  by  prominent  men  in  the  party,  that  this  was  the 
last  Presidential  Convention  it  would  ever  hold.  In  order  to 
avoid  a  collision  of  sentiment  with  their  candidate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  relations  of  the  Constitution  to  Slavery,  the  Conven- 
tion had  the  good  sense  to  make  no  claim  of  an  Anti- Slavery 
construction  for  that  Instrument,  and  the  Pro- Slavery  character 
»  of  its  compromises  was  admitted  in  its  resolutions  and  in  the 
speeches  of  conspicuous  members,  who  had  long  maintained  the 
opposite  absurdity  of  doctrine. 

The  poUtical  demonstrations  in  tiie  State  of  New  York,  with- 
in this  year,  have  been  of  a  new  and  encouraging  aspect.  The 
Mass  Convention  at  Herkimer,  by  a  portion  of  the  Democratic 
Party,  to  pass  censure  upon  the  Pro- Slavery  servility  of  the 
Ptegular  Democratic  Convention  at  Syracuse,  wasaliopeful  sign 
of  a  reciij)erative  element  in  the  constitution  of  the  popular 
mind,  which  had  lain  dormant  so  long  that  its  very  existence  was 
a  matter  of  doubt. 

At  the   Syracuse   Convention,   the   great    State   Democratic 
Convention  for  nominations,  the  following  resolution  was  pro- 
posed for  adoption :  — 
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"  Resolved,  That  while  the  Democracy  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented ill  this  Convention,  will  adhere  to  all  the  compromises  of 
the  Constitution  and  maintain  all  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
State,  they  declare  —  since  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  that 
question  must  be  met — their  uncompromising  hostihty  to  tlie 
extension  of  Slavery  into  territory  now  free,  which  may  be 
hereafter  acquired,  by  any  action  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States." 

This  resolution  l)eing  refused  a  hearing,  or  at  least  a  discus- 
sion, and  that  in  a  most  insolent  and  tyrannical  manner,  this 
Mass  Convention  was  called  to  meet  at  Herkimer,  for  tiie  pur- 
pose of  expressing  the  sense  of  the  Democratic  Party  of  New 
York,  on  this  subject.  It  was  summoned  by  no  mean  names  in 
the  Democratic  ranks.  C.  C.  Cambreleng,  John  Van  Buren, 
and  D.  D.  Field,  were  no  cyphers,  in  themselves,  and  they 
stood  for  much  more  than  they  expressed,  in  their  own  proper 
persons. 

The  number  of  delegates  was  estimated  at  from  three  to  four 
thousand.  The  rejected  resolution  was  reiterated,  adopted,  and 
proclaimed  as  "  an  inseparable  element"  of  the  true  Democratic 
Creed.  The  Convention  went  further.  It  declared  that  "  the 
declared  determination  of  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  our  fellow 
Democrats  at  the  South  to  refuse  to  go  into  a  General  Conven- 
tion, for  the  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
except  upon  condition  that  opposition  to  the  extension  of  Slave- 
ry into  new  Territories  be  abandoned,  and  to  refuse  their  suffra- 
ges to  candidates  to  office  who  do  not  concur  in  such  extension, 
makes  it  necessary  for  the  Democracy  of  New  York  to  declare 
that,  if  such  determination  is  persisted  in,  and  becomes  general, 
they  will  be  obliged  to  adopt  a  counter  declaration,  and  to  pro- 
claim their  determination  to  vote  for  no  man,  under  any  circum- 
stances, who  does  not  subscribe  to  the  preceding  resolution; 
and  we  recommend  our  fellow  Democrats  to  prepare  for  such  an 
emergency."  If  this  resolution  be  carried  into  effect,  it  will  be 
one  of  the  most  memorable  expressions  of  opinion  in  our  history. 
If  the  powerful  division  of  the  Democracy  of  New  York,  repre- 
sented at  the  Herkimer  Convention,  really  refuses  to  vote  for 
an  Extension  Candidate,  should  such  an  one  be  set  up  by  the 
Party,  (as  unquestionably  will  be  done,)  and  acts  for  Northern 
interests  rather  than  for  partizan  supremacy,  it  will  be  a  divid- 
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ing  wedge  of  no  mean  momentnm  to  widen  the  breach,  already 
opened,  between  North  and  Soutli. 

The  grossly  Pro- Slavery  character  of  the  ])olitical  parties  is 
proved  by  the  necessity  which  it  creates  for  these  demonstra- 
tions, on  the  part  of  the  Young  Whigs  of  Massachusetts,  of  the 
Independent  Democrats  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  Anti- 
Extension  Democrats  of  New  York.  They  arc  of  necessity 
Pro- Slavery,  as  long  as  they  claim,  as  parties,  a  national  charac- 
ter. The  existence  of  Slavery  in  more  than  half  of  the  States 
of  the  Union,  and  the  concentration  of  all  the  political  power  of 
these  States  in  the  hands  of  a  compact  and  intelligent  body  of 
Slaveholders,  makes  Compromise  an  essential  element  of  any 
National  Party.  And  compromise  is,  necessarily,  the  triumph 
of  the  weaker  and  the  worser  part.  So  it  is  vain  and  absurd  to 
expect  any  sustained  and  consistent  Anti- Slavery  action  from 
any  party  that  looks  for  success  in  cooperation  with  Slavehold- 
ers. 

The  Herkimer  Convention  did  not  nominate  candidates  in 
opposition  to  those  set  up  by  the  Syracuse  Convention.  It 
merely  met  to  express  the  sense  of  New  York  Democracy  in 
this  especial  matter.  The  Young  Democracy  of  New  York  are 
yet  in  the  infantile  state  of  our  own  Young  Whigs,  who  voted 
for  Mr.  Briggs,  after  all  their  reclamations.  They  do  not,  either 
of  them,  feel  able  to  go  alone  as  yet.  We  think  they  both 
made  a  mistake,  for  their  own  political  prospects.  The  Young 
Whigs  only  wanted  pluck  to  have  had  the  control  of  Massachu- 
setts, just  as  the  Independent  Democrats  had  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  will  have  again.  That  section  of  the  Democracy  of 
New  Hampsliire,  by  throwing  away  the  scabbard  when  they 
drew  the  sword,  placed  Mr.  Hale  in  tlie  Senate  and  Mr.  Tuck 
in  the  House;  and  by  a  union  with  the  Whigs  will  undoubtedly 
again  carry  the  State. 

But  all  these  things  are  signs  of  somewhat  yet  to  be  revealed. 
A  Northern  Party  is  unquestionably  at  hand.  Like  the  sects  of 
Jerusalem,  tlie  jarring  parties  at  the  North  will  yet  unite  and 
present  a  formidable  front  to  the  common  enemy.  The  recent 
merging  of  the  Third  Party,  in  its  National  Organization,  (if  it 
can  be  said  to  have  had  such,)  in  the  Independent  Democratic 
Party,  Ls  another  sign.     It  had  already  done  this  in  Ncav  Hamp- 
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shire,  and  has  now  had  the  good  sense  virtually  to  abandon  its 
absurd  and  impracticable  position,  and  to  identify  itself  with  a 
se"-iTient  of  one  of  the  ruling  parties.  The  Whigs  of  New 
Hampshire  have  shown  themselves  willing  to  waive  minor  dif- 
ferences, and  unite  with  Mr.  Hale  and  his  friends,  on  the  ground 
of  opposition  to  Slavery  and  Slave-extension.  This  will  be  the 
modus  ojjerandi  elsewhere.  There  is  Anti- Slavery  spirit  enough 
in  the  Free  States  to  create  a  formidable,  if  not  a  predominant 
party.  All  that  is  needed  is  men  of  personal  integrity  and  moral 
courage  to  take  the  lead.  We  think  the  emergency  will  soon 
arise,  if  it  have  not  arisen  already,  to  call  them  forth. 

THE     CHURCH. 

The  American  Church,  during  the  past  year,  has  done  nothing 
to  change  its  character  as  the  Bulwark  of  American  Slavery. 
The  blessing  of  the  Church  has  still  been  bestowed  upon  this 
enemy  of  human  souls,  the  waters  of  baptism  have  been  poured 
upon  its  brow,  the  consecrated  elements  imparted  to  it  in  the 
fellowship  of  Christian  brotherhood.  A  gentle  breathing  of  dis- 
approbation is  all  that  has  sometimes  been  suffered  to  escape 
from  ecclesiastical  bodies,  compelled  to  action  of  some  sort,  by 
the  importunity  of  some  impracticable  member.  But  in  no  case 
has  "  the  sum  of  all  villanies  "  been  recognized  as  a  deadly  sin, 
the  commission  of  which  must  separate  the  criminal  party  from 
the  communion  of  Samts,  until  purged  by  penitence  and  refor- 
mation. The  American  Church  is  still  the  Sanctuary  of  Slave- 
ry,— the  City  of  Ptefugc  to  which  it  may  fly  from  before  the 
Avenger  of  the  Blood  of  the  Innocent,  and  be  safe.  The  World, 
the  Parlies,  Political  Presses,  General  Courts,  and  Congresses, 
are  in  advance  of  the  Church,  the  Sects,  the  Religious  Press, 
the  Conference,  the  Assembly,  and  the  Convention,  in  moral 
sensibility  to  perceive,  and  in  moral  courage  to  expose,  the 
crafty  cruelty  of  this  trarapler  on  human  hearts. 

To  give  a  minute  detail  of  the  ecclesiastical  action  and  inac- 
tion, during  this  year,  would  be  to  recite  the  history  of  almost 
every  Ecclesiastical  Assembly,  large  and  small,  that  has  gather- 
ed itself  together  within  our  borders.  Wherever  the  Sons  of 
God  have  been  gathered  together,  thither  has  this   Satan  come 
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likewise.  And  tlie  jmncipal  business  of  the  holy  Convocations 
has  seemed  to  be,  to  sliut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  of  his  presence, 
or  to  prove  that  he  might  be,  after  all,  an  Angel  of  Light.  A 
cursory  glance  at  a  very  few  of  these  demonstrations  is  all  that 
we  have  time  to  attempt.  The  American  Branch  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Alliance  held  a  meeting  at  New  York,  in  the  course  of 
the  Spring  or  Summer,  at  which  several  days  were  devoted  to 
an  attempt  to  discover  some  compromise  whereby  God  and  the 
Devil  might  be  made  to  be  at  one.  The  pledge  which  the 
American  brethren,  at  the  London  Convention,  had  made,  that 
they  w^ould  form  an  Alliance  at  home  free  from  Slaveholding 
contamination,  (although  the  convenient  memories  of  some  of 
those  present  on  the  two  occasions  could  not  recal  any  such  en- 
gagement,) making  some  action  on  this  subject  inevitable,  the 
following  proposition  was  embodied  among  the  purposes  of  the 
Alliance,  as  expressive  of  its  views  and  purposes. 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  country 
seem  to  demand  an  exjircssion  of  sentiment  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  this  AUiancc  declares  that  a  discrimination  is  to  be 
made  between  those  who  hold  Slaves,  not  by  their  own  fault, 
or  for  the  sake  of  their  own  advantage,  but  from  motives  entire- 
ly benevolent,  and  those  who  hold  their  fellow-creatures  in 
bondage  for  the  sake  of  gain ;  and  that  the  former  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  entitled  to  fellowship,  while  the  latter  cannot  be  re- 
ceived as  members  of  the  Alliance." 

To  this  proposition  several  amendments  were  proposed,  some 
for  the  better  and  some  for  the  worse.  It  was  observable,  that 
the  member  of  the  Convention  who  showed  the  most  honest 
abhorrence  of  Slavery  and  the  greatest  willingness  to  shut  it  out 
from  Christian  fellowship,  was  also  its  only  lay  member,  the 
President  of  the  Convention,  Chief  Justice  Hornblower,  of  New 
Jersey.  This  gentleman  exposed  the  fallacy  of  the  assertion 
that  any  body,  in  any  State,  could  be  compelled  by  law  to  hold 
men  as  Slaves,  and  declared  his  readiness  to  exclude  Slave- 
holders from  the  Alliance.  He,  however,  in  common  with  most 
of  his  associates,  seemed  glad  of  any  way  of  escape  whereby 
they  might  avoid  taking  any  action  upon  the  subject.  The 
matter  was  finally  disposed  of  in  the  following  shape,  with  but 
a  single  dissenting  vote,  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cheney. 

"  That  wdiile  the  Evangelical  Alliance  admits  into  its  bosom 
6* 
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sucli  persons  only  as  are  respeclaLle  members  of  Evangelical 
Churches,  we  are  nevertheless  persuaded  that  the  great  object 
of  the  Association, — the  promotion  of  a  larger  Christian  Union, 
may  be  farthered  by  a  frank  expression  of  our  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  Slavery.  Wc  therefore  declare  our  deep  and  un- 
alterable o])position  to  this  stupendous  evil,  and  we  hold  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  all  men,  by  all  wise  and  Christian  means,  to  seek  its 
entire  extirpation  and  removal  from  ihe  land.  Still,  the  one  ob- 
ject of  the  Alliance  shall  be  kept  steadily  in  view,  which  is  the 
promotion  of  Christian  Union  and  Brotherly  Love." 

This  proposition  was  one  in  which  most  Slaveholding 
Churches  coidd  unite.  "A  stupendous  evil"  is  by  no  means 
necessarily  a  sin.  And  as  long  as  every  Church  and  Church- 
member  was  left  to  decide  what  were  "  wise  and  Christian 
means"  to  be  used  for  its  extirpation,  the  smallest  possible 
gi'ound  for  quarrel  was  left  to  the  Slaveholding  brethren.  The 
meeting  was  a  very  small  one,  and  its  proceedings  excited  but 
little  general  interest,  in  the  Church,  or  out  of  it.  So  that  it  is 
apparent  that  the  Alliance  in  America,  as  well  as  in  England/ 
perished  in  its  desperate  attempt  to  save  harmless  the  Christian 
character  of  Man-stealing. 

A  new  attempt  to  create  a  false  issue  has  been  made,  recently, 
under  the  specious  pretence  of  inculcating  the  duty  of  furnishing 
the  Slaves  with  Bibles  I  "When  the  eyes  of  Christendona  and 
Civilization  is  fixed  with  indignant  contempt  on  the  American 
Church,  for  its  conspiracy  with  the  master  to  strip  the  Slave  of 
his  every  right,  she  attempts  to  convert  it  into  a  smile  of  admira- 
tion, by  a  parade  of  their  zeal  for  saving  the  souls  of  the  Slaves 
by  the  distribution  of  the  Word  of  God  among  them.  And  this 
in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  Slaves  are  denied  by  law,  in 
many  of  the  Slave  States,  and  by  public  opinion  and  want  of 
opportunity  (with  rare  exceptions)  in  the  rest,  to  learn  to  read  at 
all  I  Truly  did  the  American  Anti- Slavery  Society,  at  its  An- 
nual Meeting,  describe  the  project  to  be  as  absurd  as  one  for  fur- 
nishing all  the  Blind  in  the  country  with  telescopes  and  specta- 
cles I  This  fair  opportunity,  however,  of  throwing  holy  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  the  pco[)le,  was  not  neglected.  The  General  Associa- 
tions of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  other  ecclesiastical 
bodies,  expressed  their  warm  approbation  of  the  plan.  The  real 
spirit  of  the  first  of  these  bodies,  at  least,  may  be  gathered  from 
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its  rejection,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  of  a  preamble  and  resolution, 
introduced  by  the  Rev.  William  13.  Stone,  to  tho  following  elTect. 

"  That  inasmuch  as  there  were  Slaveholders  connected  with 
both  the  Old  and  New  School  Branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  this  General  Association  maintained  a  friendly  cor- 
res])on(lence  with  the  General  Assemblies  of  that  Church,  this 
Botly  was  consc(iuently  involved  in  the  guilt  of  upholding 
Slavery  by  such  fellowship;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  our  correspondence  with  both  these  Assem- 
blies of  the  Presbyterian  Church  cease  with  the  close  of  this 
meeting,  and  that  we  invite  a  Correspondence  with  that  Branch 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  recently  organized  on  Anti-Slo.vcnj 
Principles. 

The  Covenanters,  almost  alone,  of  all  the  American  sects, 
maintain  a  consistent  and  undeviating  testimony  against  Slave- 
ry ;  and  they  have  reiterated  their  words  of  witness  this  year,  as 
in  years  gone  by.  The  Free- Will  Baptists  have  also,  by  a  Pro- 
test, signed  by  a  great  number  of  their  ministers,  uplifted  their 
voices  against  this  crying  iniquity,  and  proclaimed  their  deter- 
mination to  labor  for  its  overthrow.  And,  while  upon  this  point, 
it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  mention  the  rare,  the  almost  unique, 
exam[)le  of  a  British  Clergyman,  visiting  America  on  an  eccle- 
siastical mission,  and  maintaining  a  faithful  and  uncompromising 
testimony  against  Slavery.  This  was  the  Ptev.  Dr.  Jabez  Burns, 
who  visited  the  Baptist  Churches,  in  this  Country,  and  we  be- 
lieve, maintained  the  integrity  of  British  Abolitionism  amidst 
the  Pro-Slavery  influences  of  our  religious  atmosphere. 

Slavery,  as  usual,  intruded  its  hideous  visage  into  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreisrn 
Missions,  held  at  Buflalo,  in  September.  The  dexterity  with 
which  it  was  covered  up  and  passed  by,  was  edifying  and  illus- 
trative of  character.  Slavery  would  make  its  appearance,  for 
there  it  was  in  the  midst  of  them,  but  this  seems  hardly  to  have 
been  lamented,  so  great  was  the  complacency  and  devout  grati- 
tude which  the  skilful  legerdemain  which  disposed  of  it,  excited 
in  all  pious  minds.  The  Report  of  the  Meeting  says  that  "  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  the  only  subject  that  anybody  feared  would 
interrupt  its  harmony,  was,  without  difficulty,  satisfactorily  dis- 
posed of."  This  satisfactory  disposition  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing action. 
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"  Chancellor  Walworth,  from  the  Business  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  relations  of  the  Board  to 
Slavery  in  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  nations,  reported  that  'it 
is  inexpedient  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  should  be  occupied 
with  the  discussion  of  that  subject  at  the  present  meeting,'  — 
Mr.  Greene,  the  Secretary,  who  lias  charge  of  the  Indian  corres- 
pondence, being  absent  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  he  alone 
can  make  the  necessary  explanations.  The  Prudential  Com- 
mittee are  intending  to  send  Mr.  Greene  to  visit  during  the  year 
the  missions  among  the  Indians,  and  he  will  be  prepared  at  the 
next  meeting  to  make  all  the  explanations  required.  This  report 
was  adopted." 

One  would  think  that  the  only  explanation  needed  was, 
whether  or  not  Slaveholding  converts  were  admitted  to  those 
Mission  Churches.  If  it  were  not  denied  that  such  is  the  case, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  why  it  was  inexpedient  to  attend  to  the  mat- 
ter at  once,  or  how  any  visit  of  Mr.  Grqene  to  those  Missions 
could  affect  the  necessity  of  action  on  the  })art  of  the  Board. 

Would  this  be  the  conduct  of  the  Board,  had  its  members 
any  adequate  sense  of  the  "  exceeding  sinfulness"  of  this  sin  ? 
Suppose,  instead  of  its  being  the  wealthiest  class  of  converts 
(as  these  Slaveholders,  of  course,  arc)  that  was  in  question  for 
the  gentlemanlike  peccadillo  of  holding  Slaves,  it  had  been 
another  descriittion  of  sinners  that  called  for  dealings.  Suppose 
the  Missionaries  had  been  in  the  habit  of  admitting  to  their 
Churches  a  class  of  Indians  whose  business  it  was  to  steal 
"  horses,  negroes  and  other  cattle  "  from  the  adjoining  Slave  ter- 
ritory, and  that  the  voice  of  remonstrance  had  come  up  from  the 
white  Slaveholding  Christians,  thus  annoyed  ;  would  the  Board 
have  refused  again  and  again  to  take  action  in  the  premises, 
and,  at  last  have  directed  their  remedies  through  the  very  men 
who  had  brought  scandal  upon  the  Church  and  the  Cause  ?  We 
trow  not.  In  such  case  we  apprehend  the  iirst  step  would  have 
been,  to  recall  the  offending  Missionaries,  as  men  unfit  for  the 
trust  they  had  undertaken  ;  and  the  next,  to  replace  them  by 
others  with  instructions  to  excommunicate  all  })ersisting  in  this 
sin,  as  fast  as  the  necessary  steps  could  be  taken,  and  to  refuse 
admission  to  any  applicants  who  had  not  })ut  it  far  from  them. 
This,  and  this  only,  would  have  shown  that  the  Board  were  in 
earnest  in  their  purpose,  and  sincere  in  tlieir  abhorrence  of  the 
crime  thus  consecrated. 
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We  do  not  believe  that  the  Board  can  come  gracefully  or 
creditably,  out  of  this  dilemma.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  see  that 
they  are  driven  into  it.  It  looks  as  if  the  power  behind  the 
throne,  the  power  that  furnishes  the  supplies,  were  better,  as 
well  as  stronger,  than  the  throne  itself  We  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised if  in  due  time,  instructions  should  be  issued  to  the  Mis- 
sionaries on  the  Polygamy  Stations  "  to  do  what  they  can  to 
induce  their  members "  to  have  but  one  wife ;  and  "  to  adopt 
such  measures  and  impart  such  instructions  as  will  result  in  re- 
moving" the  scandal  of  this  superfluity  from  those  Mission 
Churches.  And,  perhaps,  the  Rev.  David  Greene  may  be  des- 
patched to  visit  those  stations  and  to  make  "  the  necessary 
explanations,"  on  his  return.  We  shall  sympathize  in  the  pain 
such  radical  measures  may  give  to  the  learned  and  pious  Chan- 
cellor Walworth,  and  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  the  head  of  New 
Haven  Theology;  but  we  fear  they  will  have  to  make  up  their 
minds  to  it. 

It  is  an  observable  fact,  taken  in  connection  with  this  action, 
that  the  receipts  of  the  Board  fell  short,  during  the  past  year,  of 
the  Ex[ienditures  by  about  fifty-three  thousand  dollars  I  A 
variety  of  reasons  were  given  for  this  state  of  things  ;  but  none,  we 
apprehend,  that  touched  the  root  of  the  matter.  For  the  two  last 
years  the  receipts  were  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars  less  than  for  either  of  the  years  '44  and  '1-5.  The  matters 
of  Slavery  and  Polygamy  have  been  especially  agitated  within 
those  two  years ;  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  this  falling  off 
is  to  be  largely  accounted  for,  on  account  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  outrageous  conduct  of  the  Board  in  these  respects.  The  con- 
cession, such  as  it  was,  that  was  made  on  the  Slavery  Question, 
is  a  sign,  as  we  look  upon  it,  that  this  element  was  recognized. 
From  all  which  we  are  encouraged  to  hope,  that  the  Congrega- 
tional Masses  are  growing  to  look  into  these  matters  for  them- 
selves, and  to  question  the  wisdom  of  the  complete  reliance 
which  they  have  reposed  in  time  past  in  the  Board.  Tiiat  an 
efibrt  will  be  made  that  will  remove  their  present  embarrass- 
ments, is  very  likely.  But  we  cannot  forbear  to  hope  that  the 
prestige  is  broken,  and  that  it  can  never  be  recovered.  That  the 
people  are  gradually  learning  to  see  that  a  religion  which  is 
made  to  cover  up  the  most  horrible  of  cruelties,  and  the  most 
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flagitious  of  vices,  is  a  gift  which  blesses  neither  them  that  give 
nor  them  that  receive.  The  true  Missionary  Ground  is  here. 
The  American  Board  is  the  first  field  for  our  St.  Francis  Xaviers 
and  our  St.  Vincent  de  Pauls  to  occupy.  When  they,  and  those 
they  lead,  are  converted  to  the  Christianity  of  Christ,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  turn  to  the  Gentiles. 

It  is  an  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the  progress  made  by 
the  Anti- Slavery  Movement,  in  this  country,  that  almost  every 
religious  Denomination,  great  and  small,  is  earnest  to  vindicate 
its  claim  to  the  Anti- Slavery  name.  The  great  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  Bodies  have  had  the  tie  that  united  them  into  one 
National  Organization,  severed,  as  at  the  touch  of  fij-e,  by  a 
scarcely  appreciable  application  of  Anti- Slavery  Truth.  The 
same  fate,  unquestionably,  awaits  the  Great  National  Baptist 
Denomination.  The  Unitarians,  the  Universalists  and  the  Free- 
Will  Baptists  have  uttered  their  Protests  against  Slavery,  by  the 
mouths  of  many  of  their  ministers.  The  great  Fact  of  American 
Slavery,  the  greatest  as  Avell  as  the  vilest  Fact  on  this  Continent 
has  obtruded  itself  upon  their  presence  and  demanded  a  re- 
cognition of  its  existence,  of  its  character,  and  of  their  duties 
towards  it.  These  are  signs  of  the  limes  of  no  mean  signifi- 
cance. 

Their  significance  is  two-fold.  They  show  that  the  Agitation 
of  the  subject  of  Slavery,  so  ranch  deprecated  by  priests  and 
politicians,  has  reached  the  hearts  of  multitudes  in  the  bosoms 
of  the  various  sects,  who  demand  ecclesiastical  action  of  some 
sort  for  the  purification  of  their  Churches.  And  they  also  show 
that  such  a  degree  of  general  attention  has  been  extorted  to  the 
miseries  of  the  most  helpless  class  of  our  countrymen,  by  the 
unwelcome  importunity  of  the  Abolitionists,  that  no  sect  at  all 
popular  in  its  composition,  or  progressive  in  its  tendencies  or 
pretensions,  can  refuse  to  look  at  this  hideous  Evil  and  to  speak 
a  word,  at  least,  of  abhorrence  of  it.  These  manifestations  are 
the  resultants  of  two  forces,  one  acting  upon  the  Sects  from 
within,  and  the  other  from  without.  Both  of  these  forces  owe 
their  generation,  their  application  or  their  direction  to  the  per- 
petual motive-power  of  the  Anti- Slavery  Enterprise,  —  that  En- 
terprise which  sprung  into  being,  when  its  day  was  come,  as 
the  necessary  antagonist  of  Slavery,  and  which  can  never  die 
until  Slavery  ceases  to  exist. 
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This  guilty  people  are  forever  in  the  presence  of  their  National 
Crime.  Though  the  Church  hless,  and  the  Slate  foster  it,  it 
casts  its  cold  hlack  shadow  on  the  Nation's  heart  and  conscience. 
Let  priests  and  ])oliticians  disguise  it  as  they  will,  the  Grim 
Feature  will  obtrude  its  deformity  between  us  and  the  sunshine 
of  our  glory  and  our  prosperity.  In  vain  do  men  endeavor  to 
shut  their  eyes  to  this  importunate  fact,  it  is  daily  and  hourly 
forcing  itself  upon  their  notice.  It  is  reverberated  in  the  din  of 
arms  that  returns  to  us  from  the  table  lands  of  Mexico,  we  feel 
it  in  the  harassing  variations  of  policy  that  perplex  our  industry 
and  impede  our  prosperity,  we  see  it  in  the  liturgy  that  the 
Church  is  obliged  to  })erform  in  its  honor,  we  discern  it  in  the 
prostrations  which  our  Statesmen  have  to  make  at  its  foolstooL 
We  see  it  reflected  in  the  looks  of  scorn  which  are  cast  upon  us 
from  the  monarchical  shore  of  the  Atlantic.  It  glares  upon  us 
from  amid  the  ruins  of  our  experiment  of  Free  Institutions 
which  it  has  shattered,  from  the  desecration  of  our  historic  me- 
mories which  it  has  defiled,  from  the  degradation  of  our  National 
name  and  National  honor  which  it  has  trampled  in  the  dust. 

Other  nations  have  had,  and  have  their  National  Crimes,  but 
none  of  such  enormity,  or  perpetrated  with  such  a  calm  delibera- 
tion of  guilt.  Our  fathers  made  Slavery  a  part  of  their  National 
Institutions  in  cold  blood,  and  after  intelligent  discussion.  We 
consent  to  retain  it,  because  we  shrink  from  the  personal  incon- 
venience that  may  peradventure  befal  ourselves  were  we  to  put 
it  away  from  us.  Should  justice  be  done,  we  fear  lest  the 
Heavens  should  fall.  No  Crime  was  ever  before  thus  ado})ted 
and  retained  among  the  institutions  of  any  people,  intelligently, 
deliberately,  definitively.  The  time  was,  when  the  People  of 
the  Free  States  had  it  in  their  election  whether  or  not  they 
would  take  Slavery  under  the  protection  of  the  National  Arm. 
Had  they  said  the  true  word,  and  the  word  which  true  s})irits 
would  have  had  them  say,  Slavery  would  have  perished,  or  have 
dragged  out  a  precarious  existence  within  the  domain  that  it 
lays  waste.     But  the  North  took  the  young  serpent  to  her  bosom. 
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and  now  she  marvels  that,  warmed  by  her  vital  heat  and  batten- 
ing upon  the  blood  it  has  drawn  from  her  heart,  that  it  is  grown 
into  a  dragon  that  threatens  to  devour  her  and  her  children. 
The  union  of  these  States  was  founded  in  selfish  cowardice. 
In  hopes  of  escaping  from  the  ills  they  had,  and  those  they 
feared,  our  fathers  flew  to  others  that  they  hoped  might  be 
turned  to  blessings,  but  which  have  revealed  themselves  in  the 
shape  of  unmitigated  curses. 

Standing  where  we  stand,  and  reading  the  history  of  the  past 
in  the  light  of  our  own  experience,  how  plainly  do  we  perceive 
the  folly  which  proj  osed  to  weld  into  a  homogeneous  Union 
parts  essentially,  and  of  their  own  nature,  discordant  I  How 
clearly  can  we  see  the  philoso[)hical  absurdity  of  men  seeking 
to  secure  their  own  rights  by  consenting  to  assist  at  the  sacrifice 
of  those  of  others  I  For  we  see  the  wreck  which  these  conces- 
sions have  made  of  the  character,  the  spirit,  the  honor  of  the 
Nation.  From  the  moment  of  that  consent.  Slavery  has  been 
the  absolute  Sovereign  of  the  Nation.  Armed  in  the  strength 
of  that  Conspiracy  against  Human  Rights,  called  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  it  has  lorded  it  equally  over  the  personal 
rights  of  the  Slave  and  the  political  rights  of  the  nominally  Free. 
It  has  enlarged  the  bounds  of  its  domain  at  its  pleasure,  it  has 
shut  up  the  ports  of  our  commerce,  it  has  phmged  us  into 
bloody  wars,  it  has  dictated  and  changed  the  national  policy  for 
our  punishment,  it  has  made  our  Presidents  and  our  laws,  and  it 
rules  us  with  a  rod  of  iion.  Hajipy  would  it  have  been  for  us 
had  the  original  Crime  never  been  perpetrated!  Had  our 
fathers  but  refused  the  price  for  the  boon,  and  permitted  the  old 
confederation  to  fall  into  the  divisions  which  nature  and  affinity 
would  have  pointed  out,  instead  of  attempting  to  unite  the  in- 
congruous parts  into  one  whole,  what  a  load  of  guilt,  what  a 
penalty  of  degradation  would  they  not  have  saved  to  us,  their 
sons  I  How  would  the  religion  of  the  land  have  been  saved  from 
dis<Trace  I  How  would  its  politics  have  been  compatible  with 
honor  and  conscience  I  What  an  example  would  they  have 
exhibited  to  the  world,  instead  of  the  warning  they  are  now  I 
How  would  they  have  completed  the  work  of  their  Revolution, 
instead  of  leaving  a  heritage  of  more  deadly  conflict  for  human 
rights  to  their  sons  I 
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THE    PUNISHMENT, 

In  dcscnl)ing  the  Crime  have  we  indicated  the  Punishment. 
Never  did  Cause  and  Consequence  follow  each  other  more  closely 
than  has  the  Penalty  trod  in  the  footsteps  of  our  National  Guilt. 
It  has  made  our  Religion  a  mockery,  our  Republicanism  a  by- 
word, our  Name  a  disgrace.  It  has  made  the  American  people 
mean  and  compromising,  and  set  its  brand  upon  their  souls.  It  has 
quenched  their  spirit  and  made  them  prompt  to  bow  their  neck 
to  any  yoke  that  Slavery  proposes  to  impose.  It  has  mocked 
them  with  an  abitrary  government  under  the  forms  of  a  Free 
one.  It  has  made  us  stand  up  in  the  presence  of  the  Mother 
Country  a  living  witness  of  the  failure  of  our  attempt  at  Free 
Government,  to  make  which,  we  burst  the  tie  that  bound  us  to 
her.  For  we  find  that  we  have  placed  our  new  Institutions  on 
a  less  })opular  basis  than  her  own. 

It  sounds  paradoxical,  but  it  is  true,  to  say  that  the  voice  of 
the  people  of  England  is  more  potential  for  national  reformations 
than  that  of  America.  There  is,  in  effect,  but  one  political 
power  in  the  British  Empire ;  and  that  is  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. King  and  Lords  are  merely  drags  upon  the  machine  of 
State.  They  may  retard  its  motion  for  a  while,  but  they  can 
never  block  it  entirely.  Both  know  that  when  a  sufficient  head 
of  popular  steam  is  on,  they  must  get  off  the  track,  or  be  crushed 
to  atoms.  The  King  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Commons,  and  the 
Lords  are  in  the  hands  of  the  King.  The  power  of  the  Purse 
controls  the  power  of  the  Sword.  The  perennial  quality  of  the 
Fountain  of  Honor  keeps  the  streams  that  flow  from  it  in  check. 
The  King  cannot  move  hand  or  foot  without  the  permission  of 
his  "faithful  Commons."  And  the  Lords  know  that  the  unlimit- 
ed prerogative  of  Creation  will  make  the  dignity  of  the  Peerage 
dirt-cheap,  if  their  resistance  to  necessa'y  change  be  pushed  to 
its  utmost  theoretical  extent.  The  King  has  a  Constitutional 
Veto;  but  it  has  not  been  used  for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years- 
The  House  of  Lords  have  a  legislative  power  coordinate  with 
the  House  of  Commons  ;  but  the  day  is  long  past  since  they 
dared  to  interpose  their  negative  between  the  deliberate  will  of 
the  people  and  its  legislative  accomplishment. 
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In  the  national  Polity  of  America,  too,  there  is  but  one  power ; 
and  that  is  the  Slave  Power.  The  Constitution  of  England 
is,  in  effect,  a  democracy  under  the  forms  of  a  monarchy  and 
hereditary  aristocracy.  Ours,  on  the  other  hand,  is  an  hereditary 
aristocracy  of  the  closest  and  the  vilest  nature,  under  the  forms 
of  an  unlimited  democracy.  We  have  so  contrived  and  managed 
our  institutions  that  an  hereditary  oligarchy,  founded  on  property 
in  human  beings,  has  a  complete  and  absolute  check  on  the 
whole  machine  ;  besides  the  incidental,  but  controlling,  power 
which  its  union  on  all  important  subjects  enables  it  to  exert  in 
their  decision.  The  actual  number  of  voting  Slaveholders  (de- 
ducting women,  minors  and  absentees)  is  not  much  more  than 
ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND,  Certainly  not  more  than  a  hundred 
AND  FIFTY  THOUSAND,  and  yet  they  possess,  in  consequence  of 
their  ownership  of  human  souls,  a  clear  majority  of  FOUR 
members  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States !  This  body  is  a 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature  coordinate  with  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  it  can  originate  and  negative  bills  ;  it  has 
a  veto  on  every  nomination  to  oflic'e  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest ;  and  it  is  an  essential  element  of  the  treaty-making 
power.  The  House  of  Lords  never  possessed,  in  its  palmiest 
days,  power  comparable  to  that  of  the  Senate.  Its  number 
cannot  be  increased  except  by  the  admission  of  new  States  ; 
and  as  to  tins,  it  has  an  absolute  veto.  The  members  sit  for  six 
years,  and  for  that  time  are  independent  of  all  mortal  control. 
The  Slaveholding  element  is  thus  the  governing  principle  of 
the  nation ;  for  it  has  the  power  of  blocking  the  wheels  of  gov- 
ernment, through  its  majority  in  the  Senate,  as  effectually  as 
the  Commons  those  of  the  English  government.  There  has 
been  no  such  oligarchy  in  modern  times  as  that  formed  by  the 
Slaveholding  majority  of  the  United  States'  Senate.  None, 
at  least,  since  Venice 

"  Sunk,   like  a  sea-weed,  into  whence  she  rose  !  " 

This  forms  the  great  distinction  between  the  English  and  the 
American  Polity,  and  accounts  for  the  different  results  that  flow 
from  them.  The  English  Constitution  has  an  elasticity  which 
enables  it  to  adapt  itself  to  every  new  state  of  things.  The 
King  and  the  Lords  must  be  conservatives  or  reformers  accord- 
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ing  as  the  general  will  of  the  nation  dictates.  The  rrime 
Minister  is  merely  the  Palinurns  of  the  Ship  of  State  —  'the 
pilot  that  weathers  the  storm' — not  the  Deity  that  rouses  the 
tempest  and  rules  the  waves.  Thus,  when  in  1841  the  people 
of  England,  tired  of  the  inefficiency  and  'finality'  of  the  Whigs^ 
made  Sir  Robert  Peel  Premier,  it  was  fondly  thought  that  a 
Tory  Ministry  was  established.  But,  lo  I  it  was  not  long  before 
he  found  that  it  was  only  by  becoming  more  Whiggish  than  the 
Whigs,  and  almost  as  Radical  as  the  Radicals,  that  the  ship 
could  be  sailed.  And  so  a  Protectionist  Parliament  was  com- 
pelled to  lay  infanticidal  hands  on  the  policy  of  Protection. 

The  American  Constitution,  on  the  other  hand,  has  no  elas- 
ticity in  its  nature.  The  Slaveholding  element,  which  it  has 
made  supreme,  never  yields,  but  is  ever  encroaching.  It  is 
politically  omnipotent,  and,  of  course,  will  act  its  pleasure.  No 
political  pressure  from  without  can  modify  its  action,  as  long  as 
such  pressure  must  be  directed  according  to  that  same  Con- 
stitution which  gives  it  its  despotic  power.  The  only  hope  of 
Freedom  is,  that  its  very  unyieldingness  may,  in  process  of 
events,  break  the  machine  in  pieces;  so  that  a  wiser  scheme  of 
government  may  be  constructed  out  of  the  ruins,  and  with  the 
experience,  of  the  original  failure. 

THE    REMEDY. 

Such  is  the  crime,  and  such  the  punishment,  of  the  American 
Nation.  For  the  punishment  there  is  but  one  Remedy,  and  that 
is  only  to  be  found  in  the  abandonment  of  the  crime.  Until  we 
are  ready  to  put  the  wickedness  away  from  us,  we  must  expect 
to  submit  to  the  penalty.  The  doom  of  man  is  not  to  be  re- 
versed for  us.  As  we  have  planted  so  must  we  reap.  Full 
measure,  pressed  down  and  running  over,  must  the  harvest  of 
our  sowing  be  poured  into  our  bosoms.  Repentance  and  refor- 
mation alone,  can  bring  us  the  better  harvest  of  a  better  life. 
To  guide  this  wicked  nation  into  the  ways  of  pleasantness  and 
prosperity,  and  to  tell  her  of  the  things  that  pertain  to  her 
peace,  is  the  prophetic  mission  of  the  American  Abolitionists. 
Clearly  must  they  discern,  and  boldly  must  they  proclaim  the 
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triUli  and  the  way  of  this  redemption.  Like  all  who  have  ever 
accepted  the  ungrateful  task  of  doing  a  nation  good,  they  must 
be  content  with  the  reward  which  the  beneficent  attempt  carries 
with  it.  The  highest  service  that  can  be  done  to  individuals  or 
to  nations,  is  to  tell  them  of  their  sins,  and  to  point  out  a  way  of 
escape.  But  it  is  a  service  that  can  scarcely  look  for  the  bless- 
ing or  the  gratitude  of  the  admonished  offender. 

In  proportion  to  the  fidelity  with  which  the  American  Abo- 
litionists have  done  their  duty  in  tliis  matter,  has  a  blessing 
waited  upon  them.  Their  success  has  been  greater  than  their 
day,  or  their  strength,  had  promised  them.  They  have  aroused 
the  nation,  they  have  awakened  the  church,  they  have  made 
the  people  and  the  world  aware  of  the  omnipresence  and  omni- 
potence of  Slavery,  within  the  reach  of  its  influences,  as  they 
never  were  before.  The  stertorous  sleep  of  the  State,  and  the 
fat  slunibers  of  the  Church,  are  broken  forever.  Never  can 
either  fold  their  arms  and  lie  down  in  their  former  lethargy. 
The  very  vitality  into  which  our  agitation  has  aroused  Slavery 
herself,  is  a  seal  of  our  apostleship.  And  in  the  Anti- Slavery 
spirit  which  we  have  created  or  fostered,  in  the  Southern 
country,  do  we  discern  the  proofs  of  an  effectual  ministry. 
Whether  we  look  towards  the  North  or  the  South,  whether  we 
regard  the  imperfect  reachings  after  a  reformation  here,  or  the 
dcsjjerate  fury  of  the  masters  and  the  longings  of  nlore  generous 
spirits  for  a  better  state  of  things,  there,  Ave  perceive  that  a 
Revolution  is  begun  which  must  go  on  to  a  decisive  result  in 
favor  of  Liberty  or  of  Slavery. 

Though  the  Abolitionists,  like  other  Prophets,  are  without 
honor  in  their  own  country,  they  stand  already  in  the  midst  of 
the  fulfihiient  of  their  own  predictions.  When  their  voice  was 
first  heard,  like  the  Voice  of  One  crying  in  the  Wilderness,  they 
discerned  but  a  part  of  the  Message  of  which  they  were  to  be  the 
Apostles.  But  that  part  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  with 
scorn  and  violence.  Men  shut  their  eyes,  and  rushed  blindly 
upon  them,  for  enunciating  and  applying  the  simplest  axioms  of 
Liberty.  But,  even  now,  we  perceive  that  the  Stone  which  was 
thus  rejected,  is,  by  degrees,  recognized  as  the  true  Head  of  the 
Corner.     The  Principles  which  the  Abolitionists  were  mobbed 
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for  disseminating  in  1835,  have  now  been  proclaimed  by  the 
Legislatures  of  Sovereign  States,  and  form  the  tie  which  con- 
nects together  large  minorities,  to  say  the  least,  of  the  Great 
National  Parties.  And  this,  in  spite  of  the  vaticinations  of  the 
Prophets  of  ill,  who  foreboded  nothing  bnt  mischief  to  the  cause 
of  Liberty  in  the  Free  States,  from  the  agitation  of  the  imprac- 
ticable fanatics.  So,  in  the  South,  it  was  declared  that  we  had 
made  the  shadow  go  backwards  on  the  dial  of  Emancipation, 
and  had  stopped  the  Sun  of  Freedom  in  his  journey  through 
their  skies.  This  cry  was  re-echoed  from  the  North,  and  was 
made  the  excuse  of  the  cowardly  and  the  time-serving,  for  not 
coming  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  Mighty. 

Many  are  the  accusations  which  are  laid  to  the  charge  of  the 
Abolitionists.  They  are  visionary,  fanatical,  unscrupulous,  in- 
cendiary, bitter,  denunciatory,  and  impracticable.  Their  hand 
is  against  every  man,  and  it  is  no  marvel  that  every  man's  hand 
is  against  them.  No  prudent  man  is  willing  to  be  known  as  of 
their  Assembly.  Were  it  not  for  them,  the  Cause  would  long 
since  have  been  taken  up  and  carried  forward  by  wiser  and 
more  influential  men.  Their  agitation  has  been  a  hindrance, 
rather  than  a  help,  to  the  progress  of  the  Anti-  Slaveiy  Senti- 
ment. In  reply  to  all  this,  we  can  only  point  to  the  state  of  the 
public  mind  before  our  Movement  began  and  now;  to  indicate 
the  monuments  which  we  have  set  up  to  mark  the  rising  of  the 
tide  of  public  sentiment ;  to  show  that  we  had  successively  oc- 
cupied the  several  positions,  once  rejected  of  the  Church  and 
the  World,  but  to  wliich  they  have  now  reluctantly  advanced. 
Whether  they  would  have  attained  to  their  present  point  of 
progress  had  it  not  been  for  the  going  before  of  the  Anti- Slavery 
Pioneers,  we  cannot  say,  nor  are  we  careful  to  discover.  It  is 
sufficient  for  us  to  know,  that  we  were  led  up  to  those  lower 
heights  by  the  same  spirit  which  has  conducted  us  to  that  se- 
rener  elevation  on  which  we  now  stand,  and  to  believe  that  the 
general  mind  of  the  North  may  yet  be  led  on  to  discern  its  only 
way  of  safety,  by  our  assistance,  or  in  our  despite. 

We  have  no  infallibility  to  claim  for  the  true  American  Abo- 

Utionists.     Too  often  have  they  been  deceived  in  their  hopes, 

and  mistaken  in  their  confidence,  to  arrogate   to   themselves 
7# 
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such  a  character.  Nor  are  we  disposed  to  deny  or  to  palliate 
their  faults, — for  they  are  neither  few  nor  small.  But  though 
not  infallible,  we  maintain  that  the  several  successive  points 
upon  which  they  have  deliberately  planted  themselves,  though 
scouted  when  first  taken  up,  as  absiu-d  and  impracticable,  have 
been  proved  by  experience,  and  by  the  acknowledgment  of  in- 
telligent opponents  of  Slavery,  to  be  impregnable.  And  though 
not  without  sin  in  the  world,  we  do  most  unequivocally  assert 
that  they  are  but  too  free  from  the  sins  commonly  laid  to  their 
charge.  Visionary  and  impracticable  they  are  not, — for  they 
have  pointed  out,  and  now  uphold,  the  only  way  of  deliverance 
for  the  Slave,  the  masters  being  the  witnesses.  Unscrupulous 
we  are  not, — for,  what  manner  of  peo})le  in  this  land  have  pro- 
ceeded to  their  conclusions  so  deliberately,  and  maintained 
them  with  such  religious  regard  to  the  lawfulness  of  the  means 
they  used  ?  Let  our  enemies  answer.  Incendiary  we  arc  not, 
unless  it  be  the  work  of  one  to  labor  for  the  extinguishment  of 
a  conflagration  that  threatens  to  devour  everything  that  is  worth 
preserving.  Bilter  and  denunciatory  we  are  not, — for  our  plain- 
est words  have  been  informed  only  by  the  Spirit  of  Love,  and 
looked  only  to  the  awakening  of  the  Spirit  of  Repentance. 
And  God  knows,  and  we  know,  how  far,  how  very  far,  have  we 
ever  been  from  a  S})irit  of  Fanaticism.  Alas  I  it  is  our  short- 
comings, and  not  our  far-reachings,  which  it  becomes  us  to  con- 
fess and  repent,  before  God  and  Man. 

It  is  for  a  spirit  of  more  earnest  zeal,  of  a  more  self-sacrificing 
devotion,  in  the  Cause  of  the  Slave,  that  the  Abolitionists  have 
to  seek.  It  is  to  put  themselves,  indeed,  in  his  stead,  and 
to  feel  in  bonds  ns  bound  with  him,  as  they  have  never  yet 
done,  that  they  most  need.  It  is  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
privilege  they  enjoy  in  being  permitted  to  take  part  in  the  only 
Movement  of  their  time  and  Country,  that  will  impress  itself 
upon  the  destinies  of  millions  yet  to  be,  and  be  felt  as  long  as 
time  endures,  and  a  more  resolute  purpose  to  live  worthy  of 
their  calling,  after  which  they  should  aspire.  This  is  the  Heroic 
Age, — if  Heroes  can  be  found  to  answer  its  demands.  Mighty 
Events  are  at  hand,  even  waiting  at  the  door,  if  fitting  Heralds 
appear  to  usher  them  into  the  Domain  of  History.     Greatest 
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among  these  is  the  Dchverance  of  tlic  American  Slave  from  his 
chains,  and  of  the  American  Freeman  from  his  guilt.  Twice 
blessed  is  it, — in  its  Advent,  to  the  soul  of  the  faithful  Aboli- 
tionist,— in  its  Accomplishment,  to  the  whole  nature  of  the 
trampled  Slave.  Happy  they  who  discern  the  blessed  Present 
and  the  sublime  Future  of  this  great  Vocation  !  Happier,  who 
shall  endure  even  to  the  end  ! 
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1,  1818. 

By  Balance  of  Account  rendered  January  1 ,  1847, $:849  10 

"  Cash  of  F.  Jackson,  proceeds  of  Anti-Slavery  Fair, 3,474  39 

"     "      of  Finance  Committee  for  Collections  at  Annual  Meeting, 202  SI 

"     "      from  the  Bequest  of  tlie  kite  H.  Chapman, 100  00 

"     "      from  Caroline  Weston,  proceeds  of  Anti-Slavery  Fair  at  New  Bedford,-    ■  380  50 

"     "      from  A.  Brooke  on  account  of  sale  of  Books, 30  00 

"     "      from  Finance  Committee  for  collections  at  N.  E.  Convention, 342  25 

"    "      from  collections  by  Agents,  and  donations  from  sundry  persons,  as  pub- 
lished monthly  in  the  Liberator, 1,394  28 

Total  Amount  of  Receipts, $0,773  36 

Disbursements  as  foUoios  : 

Paid  R.  F.  Walcutt  for  expenses  of  Depository, $220  00 

"    per  order  of  the  Board  to  Treasurer  of  A.  A.  S.  S., 3,264  00 

"     per  order  of  the  Board  towards  expenses  of  the  Trial  of  Dr.  Hudson, 75  00 

"     Office  Rent,  21  Cornhill, 202  78 

"     Expenses  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  Annual  Meeting, 40  50 

"     Use  of  Melodeon  fr  Annual  Jlectina, 35  00 

"     Use  of  Marlboro'  Chapel  Ilall,  four  evenings,  for  S.  S.  Foster's  Lectures, 20  00 

"     W.  T.  A.  Society  for  use  of  Hall  two  evenings  for  do., 16  00 

"     Printing  and  posting  handbills, 8  25 

"    Sundry  advertising  bills  for  Annual  Meeting  and  Lectures, 24  76 

"    Reporting  speeches  at  Annual  Meeting,  15  00 

"    Sundry  bills  for  expenses  of  Fair, 65  50 

"    per  order  of  Board  to  Mrs.  Frederick  Douglass, 20  00 

"     for  paper  and  printing  Annual  Report, 90  00 

"     Printing  Circulars, 6  00 

"     Harnden  &  Co.  for  transportation  sundry  packages, G  45 

"     Expenses  of  Pic  Kic  at  Waltham, 41  27 

"            "               "              Dorchester, 26  69 

"            "        New  England  A,  S.  Convention, 164  36 

"    Dow  &  Jackson's  bill  printing, 8  50 

"    Addison  Davis  for  Services  as  Lecturing  Agent, 183  GO 

"    Parker  Pillsbury           "                 "                   «         537  37 

"    S.S.Foster,                  "                 "                   "         192  22 

"    Wm.  W.  Brown,           "                 «                   "         386  85 

"     Samuel    May,  Jr.  do.  as  General  Agent, 470  92 

"    Loring  Moody  do.  as  Financial  Agent, 345  76 

Total  Amount  of  Disbursements, $6,466  78 

Balance  in  Treasury,  January  1,  1848, $306  58 


$6,773  36 
E.  E,  S.  PHILBRICK,  Treasurer. 


BOSTON,  January  IG,  1848. 
I  have  examined  the  foregoing  account  from  January  18,  1847,  to  the  '  resent  time,  and  find 
it  to  he  correct  and  properly  vouched.    Balance  in  the  Treasurer's  hands  being  three  hundred 
and  six  dollars,  fifty-eight  cents.  EDMUND  JACKSON,  Auditor. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


PRESIDENT. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  Boston. 

^    VICE    PRESIDENTS. 

Andrew  Robeson,  New  Bedford,  George  IIoyt,  Atliol, 

Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Fall  River,  John  C.  Gore,  Roxbury, 

Stillman  Lothrop,  Cambridge,  Caroline  Weston,  Weymouth, 

Amos  Farnsworth,  Groton,  Zenas  Rhoades,  New  Marlboro', 

Adin  Ballou,  Milford,  Benjamin  Snoav,  Fitchbm-g, 

John  M.  Fisk,  West  Brookfield,  George  Miles,  Westminster, 

Josh0a  T.  Everett,  Princeton,  James  N.  Buffum,  Lynn, 

Effingham  L.  Capron,  Worcester,  Cyrus  Pierce,  Newton, 

William  B.  Earle,  Leicester,  John  T.  Hilton,  Cambridgeport, 

Jefferson  Church,  Springfield,  Thomas  T.  Stone,  Salem, 

William  B.  Stone,  Gardner,  Bourne  Spooner,  Plymouth, 

Oliver  Gardner,  Nantucket,  Charles  L.  Remond,  Salem, 

Nathan  Webster,  Haverhill,  Charles  F.  Hovey,  Boston. 

corresponding  SECRETARY'. 

EDMUND   QUINCY,  Dedham. 

recording    SECRETARY. 

ROBERT  F.  WALCUTT,  Boston. 

TREASURER. 

SAMUEL  PHILBRICK,  Brookline. 

AUDITOR. 

EDMUND  JACKSON,  Boston. 

counsellors. 

William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips, 

Maria  Weston  Chapman,  John  Rogers, 

Cornelius  Bramhall,  Anne  Warren  Weston, 

Henry  L  Bowditch,  Eliza  Lee  Follen, 

John  M.  Spear,  Charles  K.  Whipple, 

James  Russell  Lowell.  Samuel  May,  Jr. 


APPENDIX. 


SIXTEENTH   ANNUAL  MEETING   OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY. 

This  Annual  Meeting  commenced  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, Jan.  26,  at  the  Mclodeon. 

The  Chair  was  taken  by  Francis  Jackson,  President  of  the  Society, 
at  half  past  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  and  it  was  voted,  that  the  Society  do 
now  proceed  to  business. 

Opportunity  for  prayer  being  given,  prayer  was  offered  by  John  M. 
Spear. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  May,  Jr.  and  Anne  W.  Weston  be  Assistant 
Secretaries  during  the  Annual  Meeting. 

The  following  persons,  on  motion  of  Edmund  Quincy,  of  Dediiam, 
were  nominated  and  accepted  by  the  Society  as  a  Committee  of  Busi-* 
ness : — 

William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips,  Maria  Weston 
Chapman,  Henry  C.  Wright,  Eliza  Lee  Follen,  Edmund  Quincy, 
Edmund  Jackson,  Caroline  Weston,  Stephen  S.  Foster. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  H.  C.  Wright,  Daniel  Ricketson,  of 
New  Bedford,  and  W.  II.  Fish,  of  Ilopedalc,  were  added  to  tJie  Busi- 
ness Committee. 

The  following  persons,  on  motion  of  S.  ]\Iay,  Jr.,  were  nominated  and 
chosen  a  Committee  on  the  Roll  and  Finance  : — 

LoRiNG  INIooDY,  Jamfs  N.  Buffum,  John  M.  Spear,  Elbridge 
Sprague,  John  M.  Fisk. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Philbrick,  of  Brooklinc,  Voted,  That  a  Com- 
mittee of  one  from  each  County  be  nominated  by  the  Chair,  as  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  list  of  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  present  year. 
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Samuel  Philbrick  presented  his  Report,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
for  the  past  year  ;  which,  having  been  audited,  was  unanimously  accept- 
ed by  tlie  Society.     This  Report  will  be  found  in  another  place. 

The  President  nominated  tlie  following  as  the  Connnittee  to  nominate 
Officers  of  the  Society,  (with  some  vacancies  to  be  filled  afterwards,) 
and  his  nomination  was  accepted  by  the  Society : — 

Edmund  Quinct,  of  Norfolk;  John  T.  Hilton,  of  Middlesex;  John 
M.  FiSK,  of  Worcester;  Cornelius  Bramhall,  of  Suffolk ;  James  N. 
BuFFUM,  of  Essex;  Daniel  Ricketson,  of  Bristol;  Henry  H.  Brig- 
ham,  of  Plymouth;  Nathaniel  Barnev,  of  Nantucket. 

Voted,  On  motion  of  G.  W.  Stacy  of  Milford,  that  the  Animal  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  be  now  heard. 

The  President  left  the  Chair,  which  was  taken  by  Charles  F. 
HovEY,  of  Boston. 

Copious  extracts  from  said  Report  were  then  read  by  Edmund 
QuiNCY,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Samuel  May,  Jr.  gave  notice  that  a  copy  of  the  petition  to  the  J^eg- 
islature,  for  secession  from  the  Union,  would  be  kept  at  the  Seci'etaries' 
table  for  signatures,  during  the  sessions  of  this  meeting. 

Henry  C.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Business,  reported  the 
following  Resolutions: — 

1.— -Resolved,  That  while  we  deeply  regret  that  the  Slave  Power 
should  have  been  able  to  find  one  of  its  most  willing  and  useful  tools  in 
the  Pilgrim  lilood  of  IMassachusetts,  we  must  still  recognize  one  virtue 
in  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  that,  unlike  his  fellow  Whigs,  he  has  never 
been  a  hypocrite  in  politics;  he  has  never  pretended  to  own  himself  or 
claimed  to  be  anything  but  the  mouth-piece  of  Cotton,  whether  in  State 
street  or  at  the  Capitol ;  he  cannot  be  accused  of  getting  office,  like 
Mr.  Briggs,  under  false  pretences ;  neither,  like  the  Hon.  Mr.  '  Facing- 
both-ways,'  did  he  signalize  his  youth  by  thunders  against  Slavery  on 
Plymouth  Rock,  and  then,  with  the  fame  of  many  years  upon  his  brow, 
say  his  i)rayers  backward  before  the  Capitol  at  Richmond  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, we  are  bound  to  allow,  that  he  has  always  gloried  in  being  a 
Dough-face  from  the  beginning,  at  home  and  abroad,  in  every  sphere, 
'however  bounded,  and  be  the  shame  more  or  less,'  —  that  he  has  not 
sought  for  his  bargain  the  decent  cover  of  secresy,  but  his  prostitution 
has  been  open,  in  the  market-])lace,  and  he  has  worn  its  wages  insolent- 
ly and  without  shame ;  that  to  guard  agaiust  suspicion  of  hypocrisy  even 
in  quoting  Scrijiture,  he  took  care  to  put  on  broad  record,  beforehand, 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  a  ])ledge  to  remind  tiie  world  that  in  his  case,  at  least, 
there  were  many  things  beside  the  Lord,  '  which  make  men  to  be  of 
one  mind  in  a  house.' 

2,  —  Resolved,  That  our  deep  regret  to  find  such  a  character  linked 
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with  tliR  name  of  Winthrop  is  forcfottcn  in  tlic  sad  reflection  tliat,  like 
wax  beneatli  the  seal,  lie  is  hut  what  tlie  schools  and  cliurciies  of  IJoston 
have  made  liini,  the  faitiifid  representative  of  tlie  opinions  of  his  native 
city ;  and  that  coiikl  we  succeed  in  changing  those  opinions,  the  weatli- 
ercocks  upon  our  steeples  woidd  he  laggards,  compared  with  him,  in 
shifting  with  the  wind. 

3.  —  Resolved,  That  the  reelection  of  George  N.  Briggs  to  office,  with 
all  the  sins  of  his  perjured  and  treasonal)le  proclamation,  places  Massa- 
chusetts among  the  active  supporters  of  the  Mexican  war;  that  not  all 
the  resolutions  which  even  her  Legislature  has  passed,  or  can  pass,  are 
ahle  to  hide  that  fact;  and  that  if  George  N.  Briggs  has,  as  his  IViends 
claim,  repented  of  that  disgraceful  act,  he  should  be  as  ready  to  make 
as  ]nd)lic  'proclamation'  of  his  repentance  as  he  was  of  his  servility  — 
and  not  leave  his  friends  to  sacrifice  character  in  supporting  one  con- 
victed of  treason  out  of  his  own  iriouth,  with  nothing  to  justify  their 
confidence  hut  chimney-corner  confessions. 

Whereas,  The  hoast  of  the  people  of  these  United  States  is,  that  tliey 
are  \\\q  freest  people  on  earth,  while  they  hold  and  use  one-sixth  of  their 
fellow-countryn^en  as  Slaves,  —  that  they  are  an  enlightened  people,  while 
they  punish  as  a  heavy  crime,  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  among  three 
millions  of  their  number, — that  they  are  a  civilized  people,  while  one-sixth 
of  the  inhabitants  are  compelled,  by  law,  to  live  in  absolute  heathenism, — 
that  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  free  institutions  are  extended  to  all, 
while  three  millions  of  their  number  are  outlawed,  and  hunted  with 
bloodhounds  and  rifles,  for  attempting  to  raise  themselves  from  the 
condition  of  brides  to  that  of  men  —  from  the  condition  of  Slaves  to  that 
of  Freemen ;  Therefore, 

4.  —  Resolved,  That  this  misnamed  Republic  is  a  ivilfid  liar  and  a 
shameless  hypocrite,  against  wliich  the  friends  of  freedom  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  throughout  the  world  ought  to  be  warned,  as  against  the  dead- 
liest enemy  of  the  human  race. 

Voted,  On  motion  of  Edmuxd  Quincv,  that  the  fourth  Resolution, 
with  its  Preamble,  be  taken  up  for  discussion. 

Henry  C.  Wright  briefly  addressed  the  Society  in  su])port  of  the 
Resolution,  and  was  followed  by  Edmund  Quincy  and  Stephen  S. 
Foster. 

At  one  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Henry  C.  Wright,  Voted  to  adjourn,  to 
meet  in  the  same  place  at  half  ])ast  two. 

WEDNESDAY  — Afternoon  Session. 

Society  re-assembled,  according  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the 
Chair. 
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The  resolution  under  discussion  was  again  read,  and  was  spoken  to 
by  Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,  and  Wm.  W.  Brown,  botli  in  its  sujjport. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  following  Resolution  was  presented  by  S. 
May,  Jr.,  and  unanimously  ado])ted : — 

Resolved,  That  every  friend  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause  here  present,  be 
requested  to  enrol  his  or  her  name  as  a  member  of  this  meeting,  and 
also  to  give  one  dollar,  or  such  other  sum  as  is  thought  proper,  towards 
defraying  the  expenses  of  this  Annual  meeting. 

John  Levy  and  H.  H.  Brigham  were  added  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  the  Roll. 

Henry  C.  Wright  took  the  floor,  in  behalf  of  the  Resolution ;  but 
gave  way,  after  a  few  remarks,  to 

William  W.  Brown,  who  came  forward  again,  he  said,  by  request, 
to  connnent  upon  a  letter  lately  received  by  Mr.  Quincy,  from  Enoch 
Price,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  which  letter  he  [Mr.  Brown]  had 
now  for  the  first  time  seen.  The  writer  of  it  declared  himself  the  owner 
of  Wm.  W.  Brown,  said  he  had  seen  and  read  the  Narrative,  which  Mr. 
B.  has  lately  published,  and  which  he  admitted  to  be  true  in  the  main, 
and  after  setting  forth  several  particulars  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
became  possessed  of  W.  W.  Brown,  (then  known  by  another  name,) 
offered  to  give  him  free  papers,  if  he  or  his  Iriends  would  pay  to  his 
^gent  in  Boston,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars.  Mr. 
Brown  said,  I  have  always  felt  that  I  ran  a  great  risk  in  j)assing  around 
here,  as  I  do,  in  Massachusetts  ;  and  now  I  am  more  than  ever  sensible 
of  the  risk  I  run  ;  for  in  an  unguarded  moment  I  may  be  seized  upon, 
even  here,  and  dragged  back  to  Slavery  in  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Brown  spoke 
with  evident  agitation.  The  audience  expressed  great  sympathy  with 
him,  and  by  loud  responses  testified  that  there  were  many  who  would 
stand  forth  in  his  delence  in  any  time  of  danger, 

H.  C.  Wright  resumed  the  floor,  and  concluded  his  remarks  on  the 
fourth  resolution. 

He  was  followed  by  Henry  Clapp,  Jr.,  of  Lynn,  who  said  that  he 
thought  the  time  which  the  Society  and  many  of  its  speakers  occupied 
in  showing  the  Pro- Slavery  character  of  the  United  States  Constitution 
and  Laws  was,  for  the  most  part,  tinown  away.  It  might  be  well 
enough  to  show  this  incidentally,  but  it  was  more  important  to  rectify 
public  sentiment. 

Mr.  Clapp  was  replied  to  by  J.  C.  Clcer,  who  vindicated  the  Eng- 
lish, Irish,  and  Scotch  mechanics  and  operatives  from  certain  remarks 
of  Mr.  Clapp. 

Soon  after  five  o'clock,  tlie  meeting  adjourned,  to  assemble  again,  in 
Fanecil  Hall,  at  seven  o'clock. 


APPENDIX.  89 

WEDNESDAY  — Evening  Session. 

The  Society  assembled  in  Faneuil  Hall,  according  to  adjournment, 
tlie  President  in  the  Chair. 

Resolutions  1,  2,  and  3,  were  again  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  the 
large  audience  present  was  eloquently  addressed  in  their  support,  by 
Edmund  Quincy,  Wendell  Phii.lu's,  If.  C.  Wright,  William  W. 
Brown,  and  Stephen  S.  Foster. 

IT.  C.  Wright  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

5. — Resolved,  Tiiat  while  this  Republic  exists  in  its  i)resent  form,  as  a 
Republic  that  sanctions  Slavery,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  hope  that 
the  miseries  and  oppressions  inflicted  ufton  the  masses,  by  the  despot- 
isms of  Europe,  can  be  removed  ;  inasmuch  as  the  might  of  its  example 
goes  to  strcngtiien  the  hands  of  tyrants,  and  to  weaken  those  of  the 
Champions  of  Freedom  ;  therefore  we  would  earnestly  entreat  all  who 
are  laboring  for  the  freedom  of  Man  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Austria,  Italy,  Russia,  and  in  all  lands,  to  unite  with  us  in  our  efforts  to 
procure  the  dissolution  of  this  Slaveholding  Union,  by  a  moral  and 
peaceful  agitation,  and  thus  to  rid  the  world  of  this  gigantic  foe  of  liber- 
ty, and  of  the  inalienable  rights  of  man. 

At  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Melodeon,  to-morrow 
morning,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Note. — Faneuil  Hall  was  well  filled  during  the  evening,  and  by  an 
audience  exceedingly  attentive,  evidently  much  interested,  and  sympa- 
thizing heartily  with  the  resolutions  and  speeches;  and  scarce  a  dissent- 
ine  voice  or  sound  was  heard  durine  the  entire  evening. 

THURSDAY  — Morning  Session. 

The  Society  met  again  in  the  Melodeon,  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

The  first  four  resolutions  were  read  and  unanimously  adopted,  the 
Society  acting  upon  them  separately. 

Stephen  S.  Foster  took  the  floor  in  behalf  of  the  measure  of  going 
to  the  polls  to  vote  for  persons  pulilicly  pledged  not  to  hold  any  office 
under  the  existing  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  if  elected  ;  and 
offered  a  resolution  on  the  subject. 

Voted,  To  defer,  for  the  present,  the  farther  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  5th  Resolution  was  then  called  up,  James  N.  Buffum,  of  Lynn, 
being  in  the  Chair,  and  spoken  to  by  .T.  C.  Cluer,  H.  Clapp,  Jr.,  R.  B>. 
Rogers,  Mr.  Parker,  (late  of  London,  now  of  Providence,  R.  I.,)  J. 
McCoMBE,  of  Georgetown,  Levy,  of  Lawrence,  Wm.  Lloyd  Garrison, 
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and  a  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  wliose  name  was  called  for,  but  not 
o-iven.  After  which,  the  tilth  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Adjourned  to  half  past  two  o'clock. 

THURSDAY  — Afternoon  Session. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the  Chair. 
Henry  Watson,  a  fugitive  from  Slavery,  addressed  the  Society  in  a 
brief  narrative  of  some  circumstances  in  his  experience. 

The  following  Resolution  was  then  read  by  S.  May,  Jr.,  who  moved 
its  adoption. 

6, — Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  cause  and  each  other, 
to  make  every  exertion,  in  our  various  towns  and  spheres,  to  rouse  Abo- 
litionists and  Societies  to  their  duty  of  contributing  liberally  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  American  and  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Societies', 
and  that  v/e  will  endeavor  to  assemble  the  friends  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Cause,  in  the  several  towns  where  we  live,  as  soon  as  practicable,  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  this  subject  before  them,  and  devising  effectual 
means  of  accomplishing  the  end  in  view. 

This  Resolution  was  supported  by  S.  May,  Jr.,  Wendell  Phillips, 
Hiram  Wilson,  of  Canada  West,  J.  N.  Buffum,  J.  M.  Fisk,  Parker 
Pillsbdry,  and  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Edmund  Quincy,  fi-om  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Oflicers,  re- 
ported a  list  of  names,  which  report  was  accepted,  of  persons  as  Offi- 
cers of  the  Society,  for  the  ensuing  year.  [This  list  will  be  found  in 
another  place.] 

William  Lloyd  Garrison,  from  the  Committee  on  Business,  report- 
ed the  following  Resolutions: — 

7.— Resolved,  That  while  we  would  express  our  deep  gratitude  to  all 
those  earnest  men  and  women,  who  find  time  and  strength,  amid  their 
labors  in  behalf  of  British  Reform,  to  study,  understand,  and  protest 
against  American  Slavery,  to  give  us  their  sympatliy  and  aid,  by  munifi- 
cent contributions,  and  by  holding  our  Union  up  to  the  contempt  of 
Europe,  we  feel  that  it  would  not  be  invidious  to  mention  William  and 
Mary  Howitt,  Henry  Vincent,  and  Gk.orge  Thompson,  as  tiiose  to 
whose  untiring  advocacy  our  cause  is  especially  indebted  in  this  coun- 
try, as  well  as  for  the  hold  it  has  gained  on  the  liearts  of  the  British 
j)eople. 

8. — Resolved,  That  the  discriminating  sense  of  justice,  the  steadfast 
devotedness,  the  generous  munificence,  the  untiring  zeal,  the  industry, 
skill,  taste,  and  genius,  with  which  British  Abolitionists  have  coui)erated 
with  us  for  the  extinction  of  Slavery,  command  alike  our  gratitude  and 
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admiration ;  cheering  us  under  the  discouragements,  strengthening  us 
under  tlic  difliculties,  and  consoling  us  in  the  alilictions  ol"  tlic  Cause; 
and  shall  ever  be  to  us  both  an  incentive  and  an  example  in  its  sacrifices 
and  its  labors. 

Remarks  upon  these  resolutions  were  offered  by  S.  S.  Foster,  W.  L. 
Garrison,  E.  Quincy,  D.  Ricketson,  and  W.  riiiLLii's,  after  wliich 
they  were  adopted,  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

At  half  past  live  o'clock,  adjourned  to  hold  the  closing  session  in 
Faueuil  Hall,  at  seven  o'clock. 

THURSDAY— EvE.MNG  Session 

The  Society  met  in  Faneuil  Hall,  according  to  adjournment,  Edmuxd 
Quincy  in  the  Chair. 

Wm.  L.  Garrison,  Cliairman  of  the  Business  Committee,  reported 
the  following  Resolutions: — 

9.-rR€Solved,  That  the  Abolitionists  of  America  hail  with  pleasure  the 
movement  of  George  Thompson  and  his  faithful  coadjutors,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  culture  of  cotton  in  British  India,  in  order  to  supply 
the  demand  of  that  staple  in  the  British  manufactures,  instead  of  import- 
ing their  cotton,  as  at  present,  from  the  Slave  States  of  this  country; 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  success  of  his  object  will  materially  for- 
ward the  Anti-Slavery  enterprise. 

10.  —  Resolved,  That  Henry  Clay'  of  Kentucky,  in  his  late  speech  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  at  Washing- 
ton, declaring  that  this  country  is  only  for  the  white,  and  not  for  the 
black  man  ;  that  the  five  colored  native-born  inhabitants  cannot  and 
ought  not  tc  be  admitted  to  eijnal  rights  and  equality  in  the  United 
States,  but  should  be  so  trodden  down  as  to  render  existence  intolerable 
here,  and  banishment  to  Africa  a  desirable  alternative  —  demonstrably 
proves  that  he  is  the  deadly  foe  of  impartial  liberty — that  his  pretensions 
to  philantIu-oj)y  are  hollow  mockeries — and  that  the  Colonization  Soci- 
ety, of  which  he  is  the  President,  is  the  embodiment  of  the  Slaveholding 
villainy  of  the  South,  and  of  the  Pro-Slavery  rufiinnism  of  the  North. 

11. — Resolved,  That  this  Society  strontdy  sympathizes  with  the  people 
of  Ireland,  and  the  lovers  of  progress  throughout  the  world,  in  the  deep 
sense  they  entertain  of  the  services  of  DANIEL  O'CONNELL,  as  a 
champion  of  human  frecdoni,  and  es])ecially  as  a  friend  of  the  African 
Slave  ;  that  we  gratefully  recognize  the  faitlifulness  of  his  em|)hatic 
testimony  again.st  American  Slavery,  of  his  indignant  rebuke  of  Ameri- 
can Slaveholders,  and  of  his  cordial  cobpt'ration  with  American  Aboli- 
tionists ;  and  that  we  regard  with  profound  sensibility  the  event  of  his 
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death,  which  has  occurred  during  the  last  year,  as  one  in  which  we 
have  a  common  interest  with  tliem,  and  with  the  whole  human  race. 

12. — Resolved,  That  it  becomes  us,  on  this  our  first  meeting  since  the 
venerable  presence  of  SETH  SPRAGUE  has  passed  away  from  our 
assembly  and  from  the  earth,  to  recall  to  mind  the  clearness  of  vision, 
the  purity  of  purpose,  the  fidelity  of  principle,  the  freshness  of  enthusi- 
/asm,  which  that  Anti-Slavery  Patriarch,  the  connecting  link  between 
the  Elder  and  the  Latter  Dispensations  of  Liberty,  brought  to  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Slave ;  and  to  resolve  that  we  will  show  what  reverence  and 
love  we  bear  to  his  memory,  by  the  earnestness  of  our  endeavors  to  live 
worthily  of  his  example. 

13. — Resolved,  That  wliile  we  are  willing  to  believe  that  many  sup- 
porters of  the  V/ilmot  Proviso  really  consider  its  passage  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  Slavery,  and  wliile  we  rejoice  at  eveiy  such 
effort,  as  evidence  of  awakening  interest  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and 
tending,  even  in  its  very  failure,  to  throw  light  on  the  path  through 
which  alone  safety  can  be  found  ;  still  we  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  com- 
parative indifference,  whether  that  Proviso  receives  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress or  not,  feeling  that  the  attempt  to  restrain  Slavery  by  laws  and 
constitutions  is  precisely  equivalent  to  damming  up  the  Mississippi  with 
bulruslies,  and  that  the  man  who  expects  anything  but  failure  from  such 
a  plan,  has  still  the  ABC  of  his  country's  history  to  learn. 

14. — Resolved,  That  an  instrument  which  binds  those  who  swear  to 
support  it  to  commit  crimes  of  the  blackest  hue,  and  sins  of  tlie  most 
tremendous  magnitude,  is  one  that  cannot  be  intelligently  sanctioned  or 
executed  without  aggravated  guilt,  and  ought  to  be  rejected  with  indig- 
nation and  horror: — tiiat  sucli  an  instrument  is  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  pledges  the  whole  physical  force  of  the  nation  to 
keep  securely  in  their  chains  three  millions  of  Slaves,  makes  the  entire 
national  douiains  Slave-hunting  ground,  and  provides  for  a  Slaveliolding 
Oligarchy,  incomjjarably  more  despotic  than  any  order  of  nobility  ever 
existing  in  any  age  of  the  world. 

15. —  Resolved,  That  this  is  not  a  question  tliat  can  be  postponed  or 
evaded,  by  any  plea  of  policy  or  necessity;  by  the  assertion  that  "  the 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God";  by  the  excuse  that  there  must  be 
a  government;  by  any  disastrous  consequences  that  maybe  predicted 
to  trade  or  property:  it  is  a  question  of  humanity  —  a  question  of 
morals — involving  the  highest  responsibilities,  and  relating  to  our  obe- 
dience to  God,  and  our  duties  to  each  other. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  on  the  different  sul'jects  embraced  in 
these  resolutions  by  Dr.  Grandi.n,  of  Boston,  Wm.  L.  G.^rrison,  Wen- 
dell Phillips,  and  IIenrt  C.  Wright. 
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Nahum  Osgood,  of  Salisbury,  a  iiicni])er  of  the  Liberty  Party,  then 
asked  leave  to  take  the  platform,  which  was  granted,  and  he  addressed 
the  meeting  m  defence  of  the  nomination  of  Johx  P.  Hale  by  the  Lib- 
erty Party.  He  was  much  cheered  by  a  delegation  of  his  party  which 
had  just  come  from  a  meeting  addressed  by  Mr.  Hale. 

Wendkll  PfiiLLips  again  took  the  floor,  in  reply  to  3Ir.  Osgood, 
who  afterwards  rejoined,  and  was  then  followed  by  Stephen  S.  Fos- 
ter, in  a  most  searching  exposition  of  the  narrowness  and  illiberality  of 
the  so-call(;(l  Liherly  Party. 

Tiic  llesolutions,  which  had  been  under  discussion  during  the  even- 
ing, were  then  taken  up  seriatim,  and  adoj)ted. 

Tiie  following  Resolutions  were  prepared  for  presentation  to  the 
meeting,  but  were  accidentally  mislaid,  and  not  found  until  after  the 
final  adjournment.  Undoubtedly,  if  offered,  they  would  have  been 
adopted  with  great  unanimity. 

Resolved,  That  we  receive  with  deep  gratitude  the  Address  of  forty 
thousand  Scottish  women  to  the  women  of  America,  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery ;  sensible  of  the  vast  amount  of  devoted  labor  requisite  to  em- 
bod}'  so  imposing  a  testimony  —  of  the  striking  example  it  sets  us  to  use 
with  scrupulous  fidelity  all  the  means  in  our  power  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Slave,  and  the  rebuke  given  to  our  laggard  zeal  by  the  un- 
tiring interest  of  these  noble  women  in  the  welfare  of  a  race  whom  they 
have  never  seen. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize,  with  cordial  satisfaction,  the  sagacity  of 
our  colored  friends  in  this  city,  and  their  correct  appreciation  of  their 
own  position,  and  tlie  welfare  of  the  Slave,  in  i-efusing  to  be  made  the 
tools  of  the  Liberty  Party  on  a  late  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  we  deplore  the  continued  degradation  of  our  national 
character  and  purpose  wliich  find  their  meet  and  most  welcome  repre- 
sentative and  candidate  for  tlie  nation's  highest  office  in  that  bloodhound 
of  the  Texan  war,  Zachary  Taylor. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  accord  to  John  P.  Hale  full  honor  for  his 
magnanimous  opposition  to  Texan  Annexation  and  tlie  further  exten- 
sion of  Slavery,  and  would  )iot  abate  one  tittle  due  him  for  his  manly 
course  in  that  matter,  we  feel  bounil  to  point  out  to  tliose  Abolitionists 
whom  the  plausible  professions  of  the  late  Liberty  Party  have,  in  times 
past,  been  able  to  delude,  the  utter  recreancy  to  Anti-Slavery  character 
of  a  set  of  men  who,  with  the  claims  of  being  an  Abolition  Party  con- 
tinually on  their  lips,  hold  up  for  their  Presidential  candidate  a  man 
who  has  never  been  willing  to  be  known  as  an  Abolitionist,  and  whose 
principles  on  the  subject  no  one  has  yet  tliought  it  worth  while  to  find 
out;  and  call  upon  them  to  mark,  that  the  event  we  have  always 
prophesied  has  come  to  jjass,  namely,  that  the  party  has  bartered  its 
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professions  for  votes,  and  sacrificed  the  only  principle  it  ever  claimed 
to  have,  to  the  availability  of  its  candidate. 

Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  in  the  lirnniess  of  purpose,  integrity,  and 
sincere  devotion  to  his  idea  of  Anti-Slavery  duty,  manifested  by  John 
G.  Palfrey,  in  refusing  to  put  into  the  Speaker's  Chair  one  whose 
course  had  been  sedulously  modelled  to  suit  the  Slaveholders. 

Resolved,  That  the  choice  of  Robert  C.  Winthrop  for  Speaker  of 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  was  a  grave  insult  to  the 
people  of  this  Commonwealth ;  that,  under  the  guise  of  resi5ect  for  New 
England,  his  election  was  the  triumph  of  South  Carolina,  cunningly 
seizing,  as  a  tool  for  her  own  purposes,  a  man  whose  only  title  to  pre- 
ferment was  treason  to  his  birthplace,  and  whose  only  cliaracteristic  is 
unbounded  servility  to  the  insolent  assumjitions  of  the  basest  oligarchy 
that  ever  crept  into  power.      ' 

Resolved,  That  while  we  are  rejoiced  to  perceive,  (as  indicative  of  the 
change  which  is  taking  place  in  public  sentiment,)  a  growing  religious 
sympathy  with  the  Anti-Slavery  movement,  we  are  still  under  the  ])ain- 
ful  necessity  of  proclaiming  the  deplorable  fact,  that  the  great  body  of 
the  American  clergy  and  churches  are  giving  'aid  and  comfort'  to  the 
Southern  traffic;kers  in  human  flesh,  either  by  direct  participation  in 
Slavery,  by  religious  fellowship  with  those  who  enslave  their  fellow- 
men,  by  using  the  pulpit  and  the  press  as  potent  weapons  with  which 
to  assail  Abolitionists,  by  silence  and  indifterence,  or  by  treating  the 
question  of  emancipation  as  foreign  to  their  calling;  —  a  fact  which 
proves  their  claims,  as  the  true  embodiment  and  genuine  representatives 
of  Christianitj',  to  be  uttei-ly  spurious. 

Voted,  On  motion  of  He.xry  C.  Wright,  that  the  Society  do  now 
adjourn,  sine  die. 

FRANCIS  JACKSON,  President. 

Samuel  Mat,  Jr.,     ?  Secretaries. 
Anne  VV.    Weston,  ^ 
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